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MINUTES OF 



EVIDENCE. 



Die Martis, 25° Martii 1862. 



The EARL of ROMNEY in the Chair. 



The Counsel and Parties are ordered to be called in. 

Messrs. Pritt Co. appear as Agents for the Bill. 

The Petition of the Most Nohle the Marquis of Clanricarde against the Bill 
is read. 

Mr. Orme Malley appears as Counsel for the Petitioner. 

Messrs. Manning Walker appear as Agents- 

The Petition of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company against the 
Bill is read. 

Mr. Calvert and Mr. Barry appear as Counsel for the Petitioners. 

Mr. Martin appears as Agent. 

The Petition of Inhabitants of KiUaloe, SkarifF, Portumna, Banaglier, Tow- 
graining, and Mountshannon, against the Bill, is read. 

Mr. Orme Malley appears as Counsel for the Petitioners. 

Messrs. Manning F> Walker appear as Agents. 

Ordered, That the consideration of this Bill he adjourned to To-morrow, 
Eleven o’clock. 
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Sir 

JR. De Bovrglio. 



a6 March 1862. 



Die Mercurii, 26° Martii 1862. 



The EARL of ROMNEY in the Chair. 



The Counsel and Parties are ordered to be called in. 

Mr. Hope Scott is heard to open the case of the Promoters of the Bill. 

Sir Richard De Bourgho is called in, and, having been sworn, is examined 
by Mr. Phinn , as follows : 

1. I believe you have an estate and a residence at Castleconnell, in the 
county of Limerick ? — I have. 

2. Have you been a promoter of the Castleconnell Company from its com- 
mencement ? — I have. , __ .. ~ , 1 

3. 1 believe that in the year 1855 the original Act passed." Yes, the Castle- 
connell Act. 

4. That was an Act, I think, for constructing a railway from Killonan, about 
four miles and a half out of Limerick, to Castleconnell? — It was. 

5. Did you receive a good deal of support from the gentry resident m the 
neighbourhood ? — Yes ; in the neighbourhood, and in the town of Limerick. 

6. I think that subsequently, in the year 1858, you obtained an Act for the 

further extension of the line to Ivillaloe? — We did. % . 

7. At least, to a point on the Shannon opposite Killaloe .-—Yes ; the local 

name is Ballina. , . , c . 

8. The capital, I believe, which you were empowered to raise under the first 
Act was 25,000 l. of share capital and 8,000 l. of loan capital .—It was. 

0. That would be 33,000 1. ? — Yes. , _ . 

1 0. The second Act, I think, empowered you to raise 3/ ,000 1. for the exten- 
sion in share capital r — Yes. 

1 1. And 12,333/. borrowing power?— Yes. ., 

, a. What is the length of the first line to Castleconnell ?— About five miles. 

1 3. Something over five miles ? — Something over five miles. 

14. What is the length of the extension to Killaloe r— Seven miles. 

1 5. Between 12 and 13 miles altogether? Yes. , T 1 

16. When did you open the line to Castleconnell i— In I808, 1 think. 

17. Was it the 28th of August 1858?— Yes. 

1 8. When did you complete the extension line ?— In 1860. 

19. I believe that you were a contributor to both the original line and the 

extension^ t ^ es ^ Vaterford and Limerick Company subscribe to the original 

line?— They did, to the extent of 5,000/. 

2 1 . Did they subscribe in any way to the extension ?— -No. 

00 You haVe no independent access into Limerick, but are obliged to use 
the line of the Waterford and Limerick Company ?— From Killonan mto Lime- 
rick. 

23- 

I think that the point of junction bet 

imerick line is shown on the map ; ««« - , Water- 

written there ?— It is written here, but it is almost obliterated by 



Does that map represent accurately the environs of Limerick." Yes, 

11 think that the point of junction between your line and the 'Waterford 

and Limerick line is shown on the map ; but the word “ Killonan is not 



ford line. „ ^ _ « 

25. That is, I believe, in fact, a small station on 

Railway? — Yes. 



the Waterford and Limerick 
26. You 
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26 . You have mentioned the extension; did the Midland Great Western 
Company subscribe to your extension ? — They did. 

27 . They, I believe, subscribed 1 0,000 1.1 — They did. 

28 . At that time, I believe, they and the Great Southern Company were not 
very harmonious together ? — No, they were at issue at that period. 

29 . At that period, I believe, the Midland Company were interested in the 
steamboats on the Shannon ?— They were. 

30 . I believe that you have never worked either your original line, or the 
extension independently, have you? — No, we never have. 

3 1 . Can you state what arrangements were originally made for working the 
first portion of the line? — Yes, I have them here. 

32 . Have you the first proposal for working?— Yes, I have the first working 
agreement. 

33 . Can you give us the date of that?— This is dated the 14th September 
1857- 



34 . It is not a very long document ? — No. 

35 . Will you read it ? — “ Limerick and Castleconnell Railway : Memorandum 
of working arrangements with the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company. 
The Waterford and Limerick Company to have the working of the Limerick 
and Castleconnell line for five years, or such shorter time as may elapse, until 
a further extension of the Castleconnell line shall be made at a mileage rate of 
2 s. 3 d. per train per mile, mileage to count from new terminus at Limerick. 
Waterford and Limerick Company to find all rolling stock and plant, to main- 
tain the permanent way and works, and to pay all servants and officials except 
the secretary. '1 he receipts, after deducting the above sum of 2 5 . 3 d. per 
train per mile, to be equally divided between the two companies, station accom- 
modation at Limerick terminus at Killonan to be allowed to stand as a set-off 
against the excess in length of the new portion over the old. Agreed to on 
the part of the Waterford and Limerick Company.— (signed) John O'Connor , 
Secretary. Limerick, 14th September 1857.” 

36 . Was the first portion of the line worked under that agreement previous 
to the extension ? — Yes. 

37 . Was it worked satisfactorily to your Company r I have heard com- 
plaints about it, and I have seen instances in which the engine appeared 
powerless to move the train. 

38 . Were the Waterford and Limerick Company then doing their utmost to 

develop your traffic ? — The traffic was very limited at that time ; it was merely 
Castleconnell traffic. . 

39 . You have told us that you obtained your Act for the extension m 1858. 
When the extension line was approaching completion, were further negotiations 

entered into for the working of it ?— Yes. 1Q . n? 

40 . I believe that the first proposal was the 17th of May 1860 ■— 
Yes 

41 It is addressed by your secretary to Thomas Ainsworth, Esq., the secre- 
tary of the Waterford and Limerick Company: “Dear Sir,— I am desired by 
the directors of this Company to ask you, in the event of our making- arrange- 
ments for working this line between Birdhill and Killonan with our own or 
hired stock, whether your Company will attach our carnages to your trains on 
payment of a mileage rate, and if so, at what rate. An early answer will 
oblige.” Then the answer is dated the 26th of May 1860 : “Waterford and 
Linferick Railway, Secretary’s Office, Waterford Terminus, 26th May I860. 
E W Maunsell, Esq.— Dear Sir,— Having submitted this day your letter of 
17 th instant, 1 am ^express the regret of our directors, that the risk,. delay, 
and other inconvenient circumstances incident to the satisfactory carrying ^ out 
of the scheme you suggest, are such as influence them to respectfully decline 
MMrdiw thereto” Saving received that negative to your proposal, were 
filler negotiations entered into ’-That was not the commencement of the 
nenotTaSs respecting the working of the Killaloe Extension; we had endea- 
voured previouslv to that period, when the opening of the line was sanctioned 
1 -v rnvprnment inspector, we had immediately endeavoured to effect a new 
wLtog a^^enTS ih” Limerick and Waterford Compaq It was 
when we found out that our efforts to effect that were abortive, that we then 
attempted to obtain the means of working it ourselves. 

42 . In pursuance of that, was this proposal made?-It was. ^ ^ 



Sir 

JR. De Bourgho. 



26 March 1862. 
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43. That proposal was declined ? — It was. 

44. And was there subsequently an arrangement as to their working it ? — 
There was. 

45. Is that ai’rangement still in operation Yes, the v are working it now for us. 

46. What is the date of that arrangement? — It is dated 20th July 1860. 

47. The period, I think, was for six years from the date of opening through 
to Killaloe ? — Yes, by the second clause. 

48. “ The trains to be either goods and passengers separately, or mixed goods 
and passengers, as may be best suited for the requirements of the traffic ” ? — Yes. 

49. Then, “ All receipts from traffic passing between Limerick station and 
Castleconnell station, or intermediate stations, except Killonan, to be divided 
by mileage between the Castleconnell and Waterford companies ” ? — Yes. 

50. All receipts for traffic between Limerick and stations beyond Castle- 
connell to be divided by mileage between the Waterford, Castleconnell, and 
Killaloe companies? — Yes. 

51. All traffic receipts between Killonan and stations beyond Castleconnell 
to be divided by mileage between the Castleconnell and Killaloe companies ? — 
Yes. 

,52. All receipts from traffic passing between Limerick and Killonan, Killonan 
and Castleconnell, and Castleconnell and Killaloe, to be respectively reckoned 
as Waterford, Castleconnell, and Killaloe, several Companies’ receipts exclu- 
sively ?— Yes. 

53. Then there are provisions for traffic account and haulage accounts, and 
so on ? — Yes. 



[The Witness delivered in the following document :] 



Heads of Agreement between the Waterford and Limerick, and the Limerick 
and Castleconnell and Killaloe Extension Railway Companies. 

The Waterford and Limerick Railway Company will hereinafter be designated the 
Waterford Company. The Limerick and Castleconnell Railway will hereinafter be 
designated the Castleconnell Company, and the Killaloe Extension Railway Company 
will hereinafter be designated the Killaloe Company. 

1. The Waterford Company to work the Castleconnell and Killaloe lines, finding all 
rolling stock that may be necessary for that purpose, and keeping the same in good and 
efficient working order and repair, likewise finding and paying all engine drivers, 
firemen, cleaners, station mastei’s, porters, pointsmen, gatemen at public road crossings, 
and all other persons, servants, and officials (except the secretaiy and his staff 1 , and the 
traffic manager), and to cany on the traffic of the Castleconnell and Killaloe Railways in 
a satisfactoiy nxanner, running the trains at such hours as may be dii’ected by the Joint 
Traffic Committee hereinafter mentioned. 

The Watei-ford Company to supply water for the engines at Limerick, and to maintain 
and keep in good and efficient working order and repair the permanent way and works 
of the Castleconnell and Killaloe lines, including stations, finding all labour for the same, 
but not materials. 

2. The contract to be for a period of six years from the date of the opening through to 
Killaloe. 

3. The trains to be either goods and passengers separately, or mixed goods and pas- 
sengers, as may be best suited for the requirements of the traffic. 

4. The Waterford Company to he responsible for all accidents and damages, or loss to 
persons or property, occurring through the acts or defaults of their servants. 

5. All receipts from tx-affic passing between Limerick station and Castleconnell station, 
or intermediate stations (except Killonan) to be divided by mileage between the Castle- 
connell and AY aterford Companies. 

All receipts for traffic between Limerick and stations bevond Castleconnell to be 
divided by mileage between the AYaterford, Castleconnell and Killaloe Companies. 

Al l traffic receipts between Killonan and stations beyond Castleconnell to be divided 
by mileage between the Castleconnell and Killaloe Companies. 

All receipts from traffic passing between Limerick and Killonan, Killonan and Castle- 
connell, and Castleconnell and Killaloe, to be respectively reckoned as Waterford, 
Castleconnell, and Kill aloe, several companies’ receipts exclusively. 

6. Traffic accounts to be settled weekly through the Irish Railway Clearing House, in- 
cluding the traffic herein last specified as belonging exclusively to any one of the three 
companies. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND LIMERICK AND CASTLECONNELL RAILWAYS, &C. BILL. 7 

7. The haulage accounts to be also cleared through the Irish Railway Clearing House, 
and paid fortnightly. 

8. Station receipts to be paid into the office of the Castleconnell Company, at Lime- 
rick, daily. 

9. The Castleconnell Company bind themselves to run at least three trains each way 
on week days, for the first three years, from the opening to Birdhill, and an average of two 
trains each way on Sundays during the same period. 

The Castleconnell Company to pay the Waterford Company for the services herein- 
after specified, it being clearly understood that the ordinary train service has to be worked 
so as to have only one engine in steam. 

For the first three years, one shilling and tenpence per train per mile. 

During the second three years, the Castleconnell Company to be at liberty to run two 
or three trains each way daily, as they may see fit, and to pay the Waterford Company. 

If three trains daily run each way, one shilling and elevenpence per train per 
mile run. 

If two trains daily run each way, two shillings and threepence per train per mile. 

Haulage, mileage between Limerick and Killonan, is not to count nor be paid for by 
the Castleconnell Company. 

No charge to be made by the Waterford Company for use of terminus at Limerick, nor 
for the use of their line between Limerick and Killonan. 

Special trains to be paid for at the same rates as ordinary trains, except in case of run- 
ning single engines, which are to be charged at half rates. 

10. Such outlay as may be hereafter rendered necessary for traffic requirements on the 
Castleconnell and Killaloe Lines to be reasonably done, at cost of the Castleconnell and 
Killaloe Companies respectively. 

11. The Castleconnell and Killaloe Companies to provide a ballast pit for the use of 
their own lines. 

12. The cost of ballasting and fencing required at present on the Castleconnell line, 
and the extra cost of maintaining the permanent way on the Killaloe line for the first year 
of working, to be agreed on between Messrs. John C. Smith and William Barrington, and 
paid for by the Castleconnell and Killaloe Companies. 

13. Lodges to be built at the public road level crossings by. the Killaloe Company ; 
those already built on the original Castleconnell line by Waterford Company to be 
paid for on termination of working agreement, at a fair valuation. 

14. All traffic matters to be under the direction of a committee composed of two mem- 
bers nominated by each of the two Boards of the three Companies ; and if' any matter be 
in dispute, and, although carried by the majority of the committee, be protested against by 
the representative of any one of the Company, such matter to be left to the decision of 
the Secretary of the Irish Railway Clearing House, whose decision shall be final and 
binding on all parties. 

(signed) Thos. Ainsworth, Secretary, 

Waterford and Limerick Railway Company. 

E. William Maunsell, Secretary, 
Castleconnell and Killaloe Company. 

Dated this 20th July 1860. 



54. From the date of that agreement, was the line worked in pursuance of 
it ? — It was. 

55. Has it been a satisfactory working of the line r — I understand not ; I have 

heard complaints of it. . , 

56. When you projected the extension to Killaloe, had you also views with 
reference to the extension of Nenagh ?— Certainly. 

57. That was always in contemplation of the Company ?- — Yes, from the 
moment that the Killaloe project was launched that was always in contemplation. 

58. Did you put yourselves in communication with the \\ aterford and 

Limerick Company on the subject?— We did. 

59. And 1 think that public meetings were held at Isenagh, where the pro- 
ject was discussed r — Certainly. 

60. Did you attend them ? — I did, all of them. . . t ,, 

61. I believe, without going very minutely through those meetings, that the 
Great Southern and Western Cornpauy were asked to attend one of those 
meetings ?— They were ; they were called on to attend one of those meetings. 

62. And the question was discussed at that meeting, whether, in the opinion 

of the persons locally interested, the line should be made by you or by the 
Great Southern and Western Company ?— Yes. Wag 

483. A 4 3- 



Sir 

R. Be Bourgho. 
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63. Was it ultimately determined that you should have the making of the 
line ? — Yes. 

64. I believe the Limerick Directors attended that meeting also ? — Yes, the 
Limerick and Waterford Directors attended that meeting also ; it was a meeting 
of the three Boards. 

65. In pursuance of that determination, were, negotiations entered into 
between your company and the Limerick and the Waterford Company, with 
the view of bringing the extension to Nenagh' before Parliament Yes, at the 
terminations of the meetings, the project assumed a different aspect ; up to that 
period we had only contemplated going as far as Nenagh ; subsequently we 
pledged ourselves to project a through scheme. 

6b. In what direction ? — From Birdhill to Roscrea, and measures were taken 
for bringing it before Parliament. 

67. Do you recollect whether, when that determination was arrived at, to 
make the through line, the deputy Chairman of the Waterford and Limerick 
Company was present ? — Yes. 

68. What is his name ? — Mr. Stevens ; I think I see him here. 

69. Did he pledge his Company to carry out that scheme in conjunction with 
you ?■ — Yes, the Waterford gentleman expected that I was to address the meeting 
at Nenagh, and I mentioned that the Great Southern and Western Company 
having pledged themselves to make a through line to Birdhill, which was the 
best thing that was about to be done, I looked upon it that, relatively, it was 
far better for them to get a whole line than for us only to go for a half one. 
However, Mr. Stevens stated that the Waterford Board would be prepared to 
assist us in going for a through line, and, on those conditions, I did so. 

70. You made a statement to that effect to the meeting ? — Yes. 

7 1 . After this meeting, having this honour conferred upon you of making 
this line, as far as the local authorities were concerned, did you discuss the 
necessary arrangements with the Limerick and Waterford Company ? — Yes, they 
were privy to them all. 

72. 1 believe that preparations were made for going to Parliament ?— They 
were ; there were notices given. 

73. Who had the conduct of the preparations ; the Waterford and Limerick 
Company, or yourselves ? — We were the promoters of the line. 

74 Were the Bills deposited as one Bill, or as separate Bills ? — The line was 
gone for under two Bills, one from Birdhill to Nenagh, and the other from 
Nenagh to Roscrea. 

75. In the course of that winter, did your relations with the Waterford and 
Limerick Company assume a less satisfactory appearance than they had done 
before P — Certainly, they did. 

76. In what respect? — It struck me as very extraordinary, that after the pledges 
which I had been authorised to make to the people at Nenagh, notices for double 
Bills shouldhave been served in place of for one ; and in conversation with the soli- 
citor, Mr. Green, who had charge of the Bill, I was informed that the probable 
issue would be, that one of the Bills would be abandoned by the Limerick and 
Waterford Company, and that they would go for a Bill to Nenagh only. I then 
thought it highly improbable thattheGreat Southern and Western Company would 
accept an emasculated scheme, or be in the position of quarrelling over the small 
traffic of the Limerick and Waterford Company, and with us. That would have 
had the effect of leaving the Nenagh people in, this position, that whereas they 
would have had railway communication southwards, they would not have had 
any railway communication north or north-east at all. 

77. You have spoken of this conversation with Mr. Green, was he acting as 
solicitor for both Companies ?— The Waterford and Limerick Company nomi- 
nally were not promoters of the Bill at all. In pursuance of an old agreement, 
they were to have been the promoters of the Bill, but he received instructions 
from them, and, I believe, would have acted upon any instructions which he 
received from that quarter, just the same as if he received them from us ; in 
fact, he was in communication. 

78. Then your apprehensions were aroused by the course which was pursued 
of depositing two sepai-ate Bills ? — Yes. 

79. Did anything else arise to confirm your apprehensions ; do you remember 
an agreement being tendered to you : — Yes, there was an agreement, which I 
saw in Mr. Green’s office, which we were required to subscribe to. I saw it 

then 
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then for the first time, and the remark which I made to him was, that as Chair- 
man of the Castleconnell and Limerick Company, I would as soon cut off my 
arm as be a party to that agreement. 

80. What was the effect of that proposed agreement ? — 

81. Mr. Culvert .] Have you it there?— No, but I have a letter from Mr. 
Malcolmson. 

82. Mr. Phinn.] What is his character ? — He is the chairman of the Limerick 
and Waterford Company. 

83. Mr. Calvert.'] I am very anxious to have the agreement? — I have not 
got it. 

84. Is Mr. Green here ? — No, I do not think that he is. 

85. Mr. Phinn.] Have you a letter from Mr. Malcolmson, the chairman of 
the Limerick and Waterford Company, which bears upon that subject? — I 
have. 

86. What is the date of that?— It is dated the 17th of the 11th month, 
1860. 

87. That would be the 17th of November 1860 ? — Yes. 

88. Will you be kind enough to read that letter ? — It is in reply to one which 
was written by Mr. Maunsell to him, and which bears date the 15th of No- 
vember 1860. 

89. Mr. Maunsell is your secretary ? — Yes ; probably it would make it more 
comprehensible if I read both letters. 

yo. You had better read both? — Mr. Maunsell’s is dated the 15th of No- 
vember 1 860. “ William Malcolmson, Esq. My dear Sir, I have seen Messrs. 
Brown and Quin to-day,” (they are two directors of the Limerick and Castle- 
connell Railway,) “ and lose no time in writing you on the subject of our inter- 
view of yesterday. Messrs. Brown and Quin are perfectly satisfied with my 
agreeing to three of the four points which you insist on, namely, the clause to 
increase the number of directors on the new Board ; the. appointment by your 
Company of the Parliamentary agent, and the clause empowering traffic and 
working arrangements. To the fourth point, viz., that one of the Castleconnell 
directors should resign in favour of a Waterford and Limerick director pend- 
ing the passing of the Act of Parliament, they demur, on the ground that being 
personally liable for large sums of money for the use of the Castleconnell and 
Killaloe lines, they do not think they would be justified in giving up their con- 
trol over the management of these concerns. As I promised to do, I recom- 
mended their agreeing to your requirement, but they are determined not to do 
so in this respect. They are, however, willing to bind themselves to give you 
full control over the affairs of the Nenagh profit, and with this view they pro- 
pose to give you their joint letter guaranteeing that until the passing of the 
Act ; no matter connected with the Nenagh Extension shall be brought forward, 
discussed or decided on at any Board at which one of the three Castleconnell 
directors shall attend or vote. In matters purely relating to the Castleconnell 
or Killaloe lines the Board to be constituted as at present. They think also that 
in the event of the Act passing, and the two new directors being allowed by Par- 
liament, said two directors being Waterford and Limerick nominees, and thus 
the proportion being four to three Waterford and Limerick men, a clause should, 
if possible, be introduced, providing that separate Board meetings should be 
held for managing the affairs of the Nenagh Extension and those of the Castle- 
connell and Killaloe concerns, and that at the latter the majority of directors 
should be Castleconnell ones. If it be not possible to obtain such a clause as 
this, they will be content to take a guarantee from the Waterford and Limerick 
Board, similar to what they now propose to give you. I trust the decision will 
meet your views, as if not I fear the entire matter must fall through, which i 
think would be a pity. Pray let me hear from you at your earliest convenience, 
and believe me, very truly yours, E. W. Maunsell." Then on the 17th of 
November, Mr. Malcolmson replies, ‘‘ Mayfield Factory, Portlaw, 11th mo. 
17th, 1860, Ireland. — Dear Mr. Maunsell, 1 have had a conference with some 
of our Board to-day on the matters referred to in yours. They feel that we 
could not meet our proprietary to obtain the large advance we will have to go 
for without being-in a position to show that we had a legal control over its 
expenditure. We are quite willing to adopt your suggestions as to non-inter- 
ference, and our directors will bind themselves not to interfere m the manage- 
ment of the Castleconnell and Killaloe lines ; and further, that whoever is elected 
aSa. B ‘o 
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to the third seat at the Castleconnell Eoard will place his resignation in their 
hands, to be used should the Bill not pass. Mr. Brown can still surely sit at it, 
and join in all its deliberations, more particularly if we bind ourselves not to 
interfere at all with its actions, or anything excepting matters affecting the 
interests of the extension to Nenagh, and on that we shall always be glad of 
his personal advice and support. I hope that he and you all will see that our 
decision to be firm on this point is not to take any unfair advantage of you in 
anv way, but that we may appear in a right position should we be called on to 
explain it at our general or Wharncliffe meeting. We have reconsidered the 
arrangements as to your Parliamentary agents, and think our feeling now is, 
not to interfere with your previous connexion, so that I trust you will see we 
are limiting our interference with your actions as little as we consistently can. 
Should the difficulty of his liabilities and engagements on account of the 
Castleconnell Company weigh so much with Mr. Brown, we think we could 
arrange that those should be temporarily undertaken by whoever is appointed 
in his room at your Board, and we think that he may require and obtain full 
satisfaction on this point. We are quite willing that powers should be taken 
in the Bill for a separate Board for the management of the Extension, and 
should it not be obtained, that guarantees should be granted on both sides as 
you suggest, as to non-interference by the majority in Castleconnell proper, 
and Killaloe interests. Yours, very sincerely, William Malcolmson .” 

9 1 . Were those terms as proposed satisfactory to your directors ? — A portion 
of them, it appears by that letter, were, but I was not aware of them at that 
time. 

92. What decided you ultimately to drop the Bills? — The requirement to 
appoint a director during the passing through Parliament of the Birdhill and 
Nenagh, and the Nenagh and Roscrea Bills ; that decided me to drop the 
connection. 

93. Then, were the Bills ultimately dropped r — We withdrew the Bills. 

94. Then, I believe in the last Session the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company got their Bill from Roscrea to Nenagh, and so to Birdhill ? — 
They did. 

95. When did you first enter into any negotiations to part with the interest 
in your line to the Great Southern and' Western Railway Company ? — Imme- 
diately upon becoming aware of the conditions which the Limerick and 
Waterford Company required us to accept. 

96. Was that negotiation actually pending when the Great Southern and 
Western Company came to Parliament last year for their Bill from Roscrea to 
Nenagh ? — Yes ; it was only a memorandum of agreement. 

97. With reference to the advantage and convenience to the public, are you 
of opinion that it is desk-able that this union with your line should be carried 
out ?— Certainly. 

98. Do you think that it would promote the interests of the district locally ? 
— I do, certainly. 

99. And do you think it would also promote the interests of commerce from 
Limerick upwards?— Certainly ; in the great district up north, and north-west 
and north-east of it. 

100. There would, of course, be no access to Limerick without the concur- 
rence of the Limerick and Waterford Company ?— There would not ; it would 
be stopped at Killonan. 



[The Witness delivered in the following Paper :] 



Extract from Minutes. 



5 January 1861. 

Last minutes read ; submitted the following memorandum of agreement entered into 
this 31st day of December 1860, between Sir Richard de Bourgho, Bart., Chairman of 
the Limerick and Castleconnell Railway Company, of the one part, and William 
Houo-hton, Esq., Chairman of the Great Southern and Western Railway Company, of the 
other' part. “ It is agreed between the aforesaid parties, subject to the approval of their 
respective Boards, as follows : First. The Limerick and Castleconnell Railway Company 
wkl withdraw the Bills, now lodged in the House of Commons, for extending their railway 
to Nenagh, and from Nenagh to Roscrea. Second. The Limerick and Castleconnell 
Railway Company will support, by petition and otherwise, as they may be required, the 
Bill of the Great Southern and Western Railway Company for making a railway from 
Roscrea to Birdhill, but at the expense of the Great Southern and Western Company. 

Third. 
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Third. The Great Southern and Western Company will purchase the Limerick and 
Castleconncll Railway at par, with all its existing debts and liabilities, of which a schedule 
is to be prepared as hereinafter mentioned, and will apply to Parliament in the year 1862, 
at their own costs and charges, for an Act to confirm such purchase. Fourth. As soon . 
as conveniently may be, after the approval of these terms by the respective Boards, an 
agreement in duplicate shall be prepared and sealed by both Companies, to which a 
schedule shall be annexed, showing the debts and engagements of the Limerick and 
Castleconnell Company. In witness whereof the aforesaid parties have affixed their 
signatures hereto. 

(signed) “ Richard D. de Bourgho. 

William Houghton.” 

Sir Richard de Bourgho undertakes that the schedule of liabilities initialled by him 
and Mr. Houghton, at the present date, is substantially correct. Resolved, That the 
memorandum of agreement between Sir Richard de Bourgho and William Houghton, Esq., 
Chairman respectively of the Limerick and Castleconnell and Great Southern and 
Western Railway Companies, be approved of. That the memorandum be entered on the 
minutes, and that the necessary steps be taken for carrying out its object. 



Cross-examined by Sir Frederick Slade. 

101. You have been connected with this Company from the commencement, 

I believe ? — I have. 

102. Was it your original intention to go to Killaloe, or the place opposite 
Killaloe? — My own original intention was only to go as far as Castleconnell. 

103. Let me read you the preamble of your extension Bill, and perhaps you 

will reconsider your answer : “ And whereas it would be a further advantage to 
the public if a continuation or extension of the said railway as originally contem- 
plated were now made from Castleconnell to Killaloe.” Probably that was 
originally contemplated ; it was said so in the preamble? — It might have been 
stated so; but at the period when we received the support of the Waterford 
and Limerick Company . . 

1 04. At the period when you first projected your line from the station on the 
Limerick and Waterford Railway to Castleconnell, had you then m contempla- 
tion to come to Parliament to go to Killaloe r— We certainly never expressed it ; 

I had not in contemplation any ability to go farther. 

105. But vou have said that you had in contemplation to go to Roscrea . - 
Yes;' when we got permission from the Waterford and Limerick Board to go 

on to Birdliill. < „ . c n- ,n,:n 

,06. How is it that you first came to Parliament to go from BirdhiU to 
Killaloe if it was not originally contemplated; why should you seek it pre- 
viously to the Roscrea oneV-I think it is reconcileahle ; a different state of 
circumstances arose pending the period during which the two Bills were 

0bt , oy e Were you a witness before the Committee when the Bill was in the 
House for the extension to Killaloe ?— I was. , 

108 Did you at that time enlarge very much upon the advantages of this 
now cried down navigation P-Probably I did ; bat still I think it is very valn- 

disembarked at Killaloe and brought to Limerick ?-I think it is most 
“you have heard Mr. Hope Scott say that the steamers are now laid up, 
and do not work r-Yes^ ^ am personally cognizant of the 

fae" for^have not seen them ; I have not anything to say to the steamboats ; 
1 ““ 7 o ™u s"k that it would be of importance that this navigation 
should be kept up for the steamers t 9®?? I'm* Hope Scott, then, that the 

would not go the would take them?-I do 

not (pfite^ee why ^u^Co^pany^ should J ohl^ * •*» 

^ 5 . Were they fine vessels ?-I have not been in a steamer on the River 
Shannon for 20 years. a 1 16. You 
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116. You came forward, when you were proposing the extension to Killaloe, 
and chanted these steamers ; you knew something of them ? — No, I did not 
know them. 

117. Do you know whether very large sums of money have been spent by 
the Government upon the Shannon ? — Yes, I do know that. 

118. Upwards of 1,000,000 Z.? — Yes. 

1 19. And levied by rates on the adjoining proprietors or counties? — Yes. 

1 20. For the purpose of keeping up the navigation ? — Yes. 

121. Did you propose this scheme for the extension from Birdliill to 'Killaloe 
with a view to carrying on a communication up the lakes? — There was not an 
Extension from Birdliill to Killaloe ; the extension was from Castleconnell to 
Killaloe. 

122. Passing Birdliill ? — Yes. 

123. That was done, I suppose, with a view to carrying on a traffic up the 
river r — It was done with a view to facilitating communication in that district. 

1 24. You told my learned Friend just now that the Midland Great Western 
Company had got these steamboats ?— At that period the Midland Great 
Western Company had them. 

125. How came they to pass out of the hands of the Midland Great Western 
Company into those of the Great Southern and Western Company? — I am not 
myself aware of the means, but I heard at the time. 

126. By a Lord.] You had better confine yourself to what you know r — I do 

not know it. . 

127. Sir Frederick Slade.] You are not aware how it happened.-- — No, 
except by repute. 

Mr. Fhinn states, that he will undertake to produce the awards upon 
the subject. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

128. I understood you to say that the working of the Castleconnell line by 
the Waterford and Limerick Company was not satisfactory ? h«o. 

129. Will you speak of what is within your knowledge ; were representa- 
tions made to the Waterford and Limerick Company that it was not satisfac- 
tory ?— I think I have a communication here. 

130. The 21st of December 1861 ; my learned Friend says perhaps that will 
assist vou? — Yes, there is such a letter I know. 

131* How many complaints were made ? — The exact number I cannot give 
you : I do not know them. _ , _ „ i j , 

132. Within your own knowledge ?— At the Board I casually heard com- 
plaints made. 

133. At what Board ? — At my own Boai-d. . . „ , 5 

134. Were there complaints made to the Waterford and Limerick hoaid. 

Evidently this letter which I mention, if I could show it to you, would prove 
that complaints were made. 

1,, That would only he a recital in a letter, which would not be evidence , 
can you vourself inform the Committee that complaints were made by your 
Company to the Waterford and Limerick Company that the working was 
unsatisfactory ? — By my own word of mouth I never made any. 

136. And you were never present when any such complaints were made e 

^ T37. There were two agreements, were there not, for working .-—yes. 

138. The one with the Castleconnell Company’— Yes. 

130. And the other with the Company subsequently formed .—Yes. 

140. The working lias taken place under both of those agreements es. 

141. Have you submitted those agreements to your Company, — lhe nrst 
agreement was submitted, the second I understand has not been. 

142. You are aware that under the Act of Parliament those agreements 
would have no validity until they were submitted to the Company . Yes 

143. I believe that by the second agreement the working was at a cheaper 

rate than by the first agreement ?— It was. tu.i- so 

144. In the proportion of 2 s. 3 d. reduced to 1 s. 10 d.?— That 

145. Is it the case that the Waterford and Limerick Company mntrf your 
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directors to submit that agreement to your Company?—! am not aware whether 
they have or not. 

146. Are you not aware that application was made, and more than once, that 
your directors should submit that agreement of which you were reaping: the 
benefit by the working of your line to be made legal by being submitted to 
your shareholders? — Personally I am not, but I have heard it. 

147. Have not you been present at the Board when such an application was 
made ? — No. 

148. And you have not seen any letters from the authorities of the Water- 
ford and Limerick Company requesting it ? — There are copies of letters here ; 
the fact is so. 

149. By a Lord.] All letters which have passed between these two Com- 
panies are here ? — Yes. 

150. Mr. Calvert .J Do you remember a letter being received, dated the 11th 
of February 1861, from Mr. Maunsell, “with reference to this subject I have 
consulted the directors here; ” did your directors send an answer on the lltli 
to the effect that they would not submit the agreement to their Company, “with 
reference to this subject ; I have consulted the directors here as to convening a 
special general meeting, but they do not consider such a course necessary, 
and have desired me to convene an ordinary half-yearly meeting only”? — lam 
quite sure that the fact is as you state. 

151. Then your directors having been asked to convene a meeting by which 
this agreement should be made legal, they refused to do so ? — Yes. 

1,52. Tell me why ? — I cannot tell you the reason; I am not aware personally 
of the fact. 

153. How many directors are there of your Company ?— Five. I am chair- 
man of the Company. 

154. By a Lore/.'] Do you ever attend there ? — Yes. 

135. Mr. Calvert .] Were you present at the time of the application? — I do 



not think I was. 

156. Will not the minutes inform us whether you were or not ; — If I had 
the minutes here I could tell you. If I had been there I think that I should 
have recollected it ; I rather think that I could not have been there ; my im- 
pression is that I was not there. 

1,57. What were the reasons why the directors should not submit that agree- 
ment to the Company ; they were deriving the benefit of the agreement ; have 
you reasons yourself? — I have reasons. 

158. What are they ?— Assuming that I was at the Board meeting- 

159. Whether you were at the Board meeting or not, what were your 
reasons ?— That, I think, it might be an embarrassing position under the cir- 
cumstances which have subsequently occurred. 

160. Then you were contemplating that you might break off from the Water- 
ford and Limerick Company ? — Certainly. 

161. Then you were to take the benefit of supposing it to be a valid agree- 
ment, and you were then to have the opportunity of breaking off without break- 
in o- the aoreement ?— It was not in contemplation to break the agreement at the 
time when it was entered into, but circumstances have occurred in the interim, 
and as it is now we think that it becomes desirable for us to break it. _ 

162. Were you present when the agreement was arranged ?— Certainly. 

1 63. Were not you then aware that in order to make it valid, you must sub- 
mit it to your Company ? — Yes. , 

164 And did you inform the Waterford and Limerick Company, that al- 
though you made the agreement, you did not intend to submit it to year 
Company ?— No, we did not say anything about it. . 

165. Are you aware that they submitted it to their Company r— Indeed I am 

n °i dfi^Then "youled^hem to^believe that you made a legal agreement, and you 
derived the benefit of the working of the line ?- Yes. , ? _. No 

167. All the time intending not to confirm the agreement yo^selves No, 

I will not say that we deliberately entered into the agreement with the m 
tention of not allowing it to become a legal agreement. understand 

168. By a Lord.] Is not the agreement a legal agreement —I undeml t 
from the counsel that it requires to be submitted to my shareholders. 

483. B 3 
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never submitted to my shareholders ; I believe it was submitted to the Limerick 
and Waterford shareholders. 

1 69. Mr. Calvert . ] Was not it signed by the directors and secretary on each 
side? — It was signed by the secretary on one side. 

170. By a Lord.] Why did not you submit it to your shareholders? — I do 
not know ; I only state why I should not have submitted it to my share- 
holders. 

171. What was your reason ? — That in course of time circumstances altered, 
and we found that it was desirable to break off from the Limerick and Water- 
ford Company, and to sell our scheme to the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company, and then the existence of this agreement might have been 
to some extent a barrier to the progress of the sale. 

172. What is the period within which it must be submitted to the proprie- 
tary body to make it valid ? — I am not aware that there is any specific 
period. 

173. At what time was the second agreement entered into between the 
different parties ? — In July 1860. 

174. Mr. Calvert .] From the month of July 1860, your Company had the 
benefit of the agreement by the line being worked. I want to know why, that 
being the case, you did not submit it according to the terms of the Act of 
Parliament to a meeting of your Company specially convened for that purpose ? 
— I have given you the reason which would have swayed me, that at the close 
of that year 1860, we found it desirable to take measures for separating from 
the Limerick and Waterford Company, and I should have thought that the 
existence of that contract might have been to some extent a barrier to the pro- 
gress of the sale. We were in a very peculiar position. It was an agreement 
into which we were actually driven ; we had our line idle ; they would not 
allow us to work it ourselves ; they would not give us any facilities for getting 
into Limerick, and we were bound to accept that agreement or to leave the 
capital of the Company in the Killaloe Extension wasted. 

175. You say that in the end of the year you found reason to separate from 
the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — Yes. 

176. Between the month of July, when you began to obtain the benefit of 
this agreement, and the end of the year, what reason was there for your not 
submitting the agreement to your Company ? — I am not aware that there was 
any reason. 

177. You say that the Waterford and Limerick Company would not allow 
you to work your own line ; how could they prevent it? — We might have worked 
our own line, as far as I have known, but I should like to know the beneficial 
working that would arise to us from such a state of things as that. 

178. When you said that the Waterford and Limerick Company would not 
allow you to work your line, you meant that they would not allow you to work 
theirs ?■— I meant a beneficial working of our line. 

179. When you said that the Waterford and Limerick Company would not 
allow you to work your line, which was from Castleconnell northwards, do you 
mean the Committee to understand that they would not allow you to work the 
line between Killonan and Limerick? — Yes, that was what I did mean. 

180. Then your reason was not that the Waterford and Limerick Company 
would not allow you to work your line between Castleconnell and Birdhill, but 
that they would not allow you to work their line between Killonan and Limerick ? 
— Yes, or all for us. 

181. Have you any sort of powers by your Act over the Waterford and 
Limerick line between Killonan and Limerick (—No, I am not aware that we 



have. 

182. You say that communications took place with Mr. Murdoch Green . 
Yes. 

1 83. Is he not solicitor to your Company ? — He is not at the present moment 
solicitor, but he was solicitor for the Extension Bill. 

184. At the end of 1860 he was solicitor to your Company ? — He was. 

185. And for both of the Bills? — Yes. 

186. And you say he received instructions from the Waterford and Limerick 
Company r — As well' as from us. 

187. He being also your own solicitor ? — Yes. 

D 188. Am 
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1 88. Am I to understand that it was this question of the directions which Sir 
induced you to separate from the Waterford aud Limerick Company in the R ' Dc Bour S ho - 

promotion of those lines at the end of 1860 F— Yes, that and the power during 

the passing of the Bill through Parliament. 26 March l86a - 

1 89. What was the capital which you were to subscribe ? — £.10,000. 

190. What was the capital which the Waterford and Limerick Company 
were to subscribe ?— £. 25,000 to the Nenagli Bill alone ; but I am not aware of 
the extent of capital which they were to subscribe to the entire project. 

191. When you say, the Nenagli Bill alone,” do you mean the Bill from 
Birdhill to Nenagli ? — Yes. 

1 92. But what they were to subscribe to the Bill between Nenagli and Roscrea 
you do not know ? — I do not. 

193. According to the plan, how many directors were there to be ? — I do not 
know. 

194. When the Waterford and Limerick Company were to give 25,000/. and 
your Company 10,000 /., was it unreasonable of them to ask to have a certain 
number of directors ? — It may not have been unreasonable, but it was incon- 
venient for us. 

195. Why? — Because it would have given them control over the project that 
we were promoting, and in which we were, to a very great extent, interested. 

196. That was a project from Birdhill to Nenagli ?— Yes. 

197. Were you to subscribe any more than 10,000 1. as between Birdhill and 
Roscrea? — No. 

198. Was not the subscription of 25,000 l. to the Limerick and Waterford 
Company’s subscription between Birdhill and Roscrea? — When the Nenagh 
Bill alone was mooted they were to subscribe 25,000 1. I know, to that ; whether 
afterwards it was merged in the entire project or not I do not know. 

199. That being the case, was it unreasonable that a Company going to sub- 
scribe that sum should ask for a certain number of directors upon the line ? — 

No, it may not have been unreasonable. 

200. Were your Company to have directors upon that line ? — I think we 
were. 

201. If you then, having 1 0,000 /., were to have directors, is it anything 
unreasonable that the other Company having 25,000 /., should have directors? 

— It had been previously a matter of agreement that we were to be promoters 
of the line, and that, excepting what their stock would give them fairly in votes, 
we were to have control over the N enagh line from Birdhill. 

202. Do you mean exclusive control? — Not exclusive control, because that, 
with the small stock which we had, we could not have. 

203. Would not the control be in proportion to the number of directors ? — 

Yes. 

204. And would not the number of directors be in proportion to the stock? 

— Yes ; money gives votes. 

205. You said that there were two reasons why you broke off from the 
Waterford and Limerick Company ; one, the question of the directions, and 
the other the power. What do you mean by the power ?— They required one 
of our directors to vacate his seat at the Limerick and Castleconnell Board 
during the passing of this Act. Our Company was required to get Mr. Brown 
to vacate his seat at the Limerick and Castleconnell Board pending the passing 
of the Act. 

206. By a Lord. ] You mean that in your opinion it gave too much power 
to the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — Yes. 

207. Mr. Calvert .] That is to say, with reference to the passing of that Bill ? 

—Yes, and I think it shows that they had some ulterior reason, which was not 
consistent with our interest, I think. 

208. Have the Waterford and Limerick Company any representative at all 
upon the Castleconnell direction ? — Yes. 

209. Who is that? — Mr. Fern. 

210. Has he not resigned ? — I do not know. 

211. At the end of 1860 what did the Castleconnell Board consist of?— As 
well as I remember, it consisted of myself, as chairman, Mr. Quin, the vice- 
chairman, Mr. Brown, Major Massey, I believe, and Mr. Fern. 

212. At the end of 1860 were not there three persons upon that Board con- 

483. b 4 nected 
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nected with the CastleconneU Company, and two connected with the Waterford 
and Limerick Company ? — Yes. 

213. Is there anything in that state of the direction which gave an improper 
power to the Waterford and Limerick Company ; were not they in a minority ? 
— No, there was not in that state of the direction; but if Mr. Brown had 
resigned in favour of a Waterford director, they would have had an undue 
influence. 

214. How many had they at that moment? — They had two to three at that 
time. If one of the three had resigned, and they had appointed a Waterford 
nominee in his place, they would have been in the position of having three votes 
to two. That was the very thing to which I objected. 

21,5. Were you asked to substitute a Waterford and Limerick man for a 
Castleconnell man ? — Certainly ; here is the letter, which I have read. 

216. There was a request made to you not for the Castleconnell Company, 
but in respect of the new Company between Birdhill and Nenagh? — No, it was 
the Castleconnell Company, being the promoters of the Bill ; they were required 
to have this seat at the Board vacated in favour of a Waterford director pending 
the passing of the sought Act of Parliament. 

217. There is some mistake ?• — I think not ; I have read the letter. 

218. When did you first let the Waterford and Limerick persons know that 
you were going to acquiesce in the scheme of the Great Southern and W estern 
Railway Company, instead of continuing your own?— In 24 hours, I think after 
I had the interview with Mr. Houghton, the Chairman of the Great Southern 
and Western Company. 

219. By a Lord.] ' What was the date of that interview ?— The 31st of 

December 1860. # _ 

220. Mr. Calvert.] How long were you in negotiation, with the Great 
Southern and Western Company ? — I think I was about 10 minutes in negotia- 
tion with them. 

223. Where were they ; how did they happen to be so convenient for the 
purpose of negotiating when vou were going to part with one Company, and to 
join the other ?— I went to the solicitors, and requested them to procure for me 
the attendance of Mr. Houghton, the Chairman of the Great Southern and 
Western Company. Mr. Houghton came, accompanied by the Vice Chairman, 
and I think that the whole interview did not last longer than 10 minutes or a 
quarter of an hour ; the result of it being that the memorandum of agreement 
which I have handed in, was signed by me and Mr. Houghton. 



222. Did you inform the Waterford and Limerick parties that you were 
going to negotiate with the Great Southern and Western Company ?■ No. 

223. Was not it the case that the Bill which the Waterford and Limerick 
Company were anxious to have promoted was promoted in your name?— 
Yes, the Extension. 

224. As the Bill was promoted in your name, when you gave it up, it was 
impossible for the Waterford and Limerick Company to go on with it ?— 

■*2al Supposing that that Bill had been passed, how would the direction have 
stood as between Limerick and Koscrea ; what would the number of directors 
have been altogether ?— I do not know what was the number of directors 

S °av6 Would it have been one direction governing the whole from Killonan 
to Roscrear— As they were two Bills, I should think not ; but I am not aware 
of the contents of the Bills. .. 

227. At any rate you did not mean the CastleconneU direction to continue 
independent of the direction between Killonan and Nenagh -I . certainly did. 

228 What was the value of the shares of the CastleconneU line before this 
agreement with the Great Southern and Western Company?— I do not know 
what they were sold for. , , T 1, n ^ 

229. Cannot you tell us what was their value m the market ?— X should not 

lliink thev were worth very much. , 

230. Are they more valuable since ?— Yes, I think that they are worth a 



great deal more since. „ . 

23 1 . Why ?— If the sale takes place, of course they 
the traffic of the line. 



will be worth more from 
232. Is 
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232. Is there anything in the negotiation with the Great Southern and 
Western Company which has augmented the value of the Castlecnnnell shares? 
— Y es, I think that being linked on to the Great Southern and Western system 
will be an advantage to the shares. 

233. Is there to be a guarantee of so much per cent, upon those shares ? — 
No. 

234. Are they to become Great Southern and Western shares? — No. 

235. How is the value to be raised? — They are to purchase the stock of the 
Limerick and Castleconnell Company, I think. 

236. By a Lord .] You mean, provided this Bill is passed? — Yes, the shares 
are to be taken at par. 

237. Mr. Calvert.] By whom ? — By the Great Southern andWesternCompany. 

238. I suppose that at that time, instead of being worth par, they were worth 
about 5 l for a 100 /. share r— I do not know that they were saleable at all ; I 
am not aware that they were sold. 

239. Then, in fact, in consequence of this agreement, they rose from zero to 
par ? — Yes. 

240. Was not that the real motive of this arrangement with the Great 
Southern and Western Company ?— It was one of the motives, certainly, and a 
very natural one, I think. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

241. As long as it was worked by the Limerick and Waterford Company, 
there was no great temptation to develope the resources of the line ?— There was 

21 °242. And if the Limerick and Waterford Company stopped it at Nenagh, 
instead of going on to Roscrea, it would be always a block line? Y es. 

243. With no temptation to develope the natural traffic of the country ?— 
Yes. Nenagh would remain for ever a wayside station. 

244. Of course the sale could only take place subject to such rights as the 
Limerick and Waterford Company then had upon the line ?— Of course. 

245. And whatever terms the Committee may impose with respect to those 
rights, you are willing to acquiesce in ?— -Decidedly. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



John Quin, Esq., is called in ; and having been sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Phinn, as follows : 

246 I believe that you are a Merchant residing in Limerick?— ies. 

2 41 ; To Castleconnell Railway Com- 

believe you are one of the original shareholders in the under- 

^.tofyoa taken considerable part in the discussions at the Board, and 

“f 5 rr P 1raepre"L, It? amount has been paid up upon your 
origintd shares ; what were your original shares in the first mstance t-* 10 

S t r 5 t How much has been paid up upon each of your ,0 1 . shares?- The 

I 

^“'The line, we have been told, has been worked by the Limerick and 
Waterford Company ?— It has. member of the Board, had occasion 

to take J".!^ Xfagainst that workingf-1 have heard 

^^"atr and nature were the complaints I-Trains bemg We ; 

483 - 



Sir 

R. De Eourgho. 



26 March lSGr. 



J, Quin, Esq. 
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sometimes half an hour, and sometimes an hour, and I believe more ; I believe 
want of fuel. 

260. On one occasion, I believe, they had to take turf for the fire, from a 

cabin ?— Yes, on a Sunday evening ; the train was an hour late, and they had 
to do so. . 

261 . Was the working such as fairly to develope the traffic upon the line : — 

I cannot say that. 

262. Had you a difficulty in raising the money on your shares, under the 
powers of the Act of Parliament, and were the directors obliged to raise the 
money on their own personal security ? — Yes ; I may say that they have made 
the line on their own personal security ; a great part of it. 

263. The extension line?— Both; principally on their own security. 

264. We have heard of the negotiations with the Great Southern and 
Western Company ; were you party to those negotiations ? — No. 

265. Were you apprised of them after the Chairman had signed that provi- 
sional agreement ? — I was; by the Chairman. 

266. Did you communicate with the Limerick and Waterford Company .' — 
No ; I met Mr. Maleolmson, their Chairman, and had an interview with him five 
days afterwards, and I told him what liad taken place about the sale of the line, 
but that it was not yet ratified by our Board, and that if he had come forward 
the Great Southern and Western Company should not have got it, and that 
even then if he gave us worse terms than we should get from the Great Southern 
and Western Company, the line should be his. 

267. Then you treated the negotiation with the Great Soutnern and Western 
Company merely as a proposal.' — Yes; Mr. Maleolmson said that he would 
consider of it if we gave him time, and I said that, it would not admit of consi- 
deration. lie wanted to get time to consider it, and I told him that it would 
not admit of time, and that he must make up his mind and say either yes or 
no ; and he declined. In fact I gave him the whole of that evening to make 
up his mind as to whether he would take it or not, and he told me that he re- 
quired to confer with the Board. 

-268. Assuming a line from the point of junction at Kilionan only to be con- 
structed to Nenagh, do you believe that the traffic would be properly developed ? 
—I would rather leave that to Sir Richard De Bourgho to answer, or Mr. 
Maunsell, our Secretary. 

269. You live at Limerick, I suppose, and do not know the immediate local 
connection? — I have some idea of it. 

270. You are authorised to construct the line to Killaloe ?— Yes. 

271. Do you believe that if a company were established on the Shannon, 
that line could be worked with boats on the Shannon, if whichever company 
bad the control of the line was bound to afford reasonable facilities to the 
boats ? — I should say so. 

272. Do you know, practically, what that traffic is ?— I do not. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

273. I suppose you do not take a very active part in railway matters ' No, 

indeed. , , , T . . 

274. You do not very often attend the Board, perhaps.'— I do, very often. 

275. You say that you saw Mr. Maleolmson five days after the negotiation 
with the Great Southern and Western Company ; did I hear you correctly? — 
Yes. 

276. Where did you first know about the negotiation with the Great Southern 
and Western Company ?— On the 1st of January 1861. 

277. We have been told that it took 10 minutes to settle it?— Yes. 

27 S. Was it signed immediately? — I do not know ; I was not by at the 



270. When did you first hear of it? — On the. 1st of January 1861. 

280. What was your object in communicating with Mr. Maleolmson about 
it ? — As being the Chairman of the Waterford Company. 

281 . But the arrangement was to be made, not between the Waterford ana 
Limerick Company and the Great Southern and W estern Company, but be- 
tween the Castleconneli Company and the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany ? — Yes, but it was not ratified by our Board ; it was merely a proposal on 
the part of the two Boards. 
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a8a. You do n°t mean that it was offered to the Waterford and Limerick 
Company, that they should be parties to the agreement?-! had an interview 
on the 5th of January, with Mr. Malcolmson, in Limerick ; and before we held 

S??*! and be , fore ? tified tllis P r °Posal at our Board meeting, 
I told Mr. Malcolmson then and there, that we would give him the preference 
for the line, and that if he even gave us worse terms than those proposed by 
the Great Southern and W estern Company the line should be his. 

283. It was a bid between the two, and if the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany offered better terms than the Great Southern and Western Company you 
would let the Waterford and Limerick Company have it? — No, quite the contrary 

284. The Great Southern and Western Company, had offered to raise your 

shares to par ? — V es. J 



285. And if the Waterford and Limerick Company had even offered you less 
than that, you would have remained united with the Waterford and Limerick 
Company ?— Certainly. 

286. Was not your original agreement made with the Waterford and 
Limerick Company, quite independent of the value of your shares r— What 
agreement ? 

287. The agreement by which you were to promote these two Bills ? — Yes. 

288. On account of this advantageous offer by the Great Southern and 
Western Company, you were to part company with the Waterford and Limerick 
Company, unless they offered something in your favour ? — It has been all 
explained by Sir Richard De Bourgho. 

289. You say that you had original shares? — Yes. 

290. Not any very great amount, I believe ? — £■ 500. 

291. Have you more shares now? — Yes. 

292. How many more ? — I think I have about 6,000 l. altogether. 

293. That is to say, they are worth 6,0001. now?— If this Bill passes, I 
hope so. 

294. But independently of the question of this Bill passing, the agreement 
'with the Great Southern and Western Company has raised your shares to 
6,000 l. ?— Yes. 



295. You gave about 700 1 . for them, did you not ? — I gave more. 

296. Did you not pay 700 l. for the second set of shares, having given 500 /. 
for the first ? — Yes, 4,500 !■ 



297. And they will be worth 6,000 /. if this Bill passes ? — I sincerely hope so. 

298. Did you buy those shares in the anticipation of this Bill passing? — I 
bought those shares in the year 1858, and gave 750 1 . for them ; it was merely a 
speculation on my part. 

299. Did not the Waterford and Limerick Chairman say, "We must have a 
little time to consider this matter”? — Yes. 

300. What did you say to that ? — I said that it would not admit of any time ; 
that it was to he done that evening. 

301. It was too good a bargain to postpone ; you said, "Now or never”?— 
It may admit of that. 

302. Howsoon after this conversation with Mr. Malcolmson was the agreement 
signed ?— I suppose in about half an-hour after he left. It was ratified by our 
Board because he declined to give an answer that evening. 

303. With respect to these complaints : you say that complaints were made 
by your Board that the trains were late, and that there was a want of fuel ; 
how often were the complaints made of the want of fuel ? — 1 have never had 
any complaints made of the want of fuel : I merely said that I saw the circum- 
stance that a train had to go back for about half a mile to get some turf from 



the road side. 

304. Did you make any representation to the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany that the line was improperly worked ? — I did not, but I believe that our 
secretary has done so. 

305. By a Lord '. ] Why were you willing to take lower terms from the M ater- 

ford and Limerick Company than from the other?— I had sooner have fallen 
into the hands of the Waterford Company at the time than into the hands of 
the Great Southern and Western Company. . . 

306. What was your reason for the preference of falling into the lianas ot 
the Waterford and Limerick Company ?— We had known them for a long time, 
and thev had been working our lines. 

483. '• c 2 Cross- 



J. Quin, Esq. 



26 March 1862. 
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Mr. 

,g. IF. Maunsell. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Orme Malley. 

307. By the construction of the Birdhill and Roscrea Junction, the Great 
Southern and Western Line will establish, a through communication to the 
north-east, the east, and the north, will it not ? — I believe so. 

308. Will not it then be the interest of the Great Southern and Western 
Line to discontinue the working of the Killaioe Extension from Birdhill ? — I do 
not see how it would. 

309. If by continuing the working of the Killaioe Extension they send their 
traffic in the Killaioe direction, will not that detract from so much of the traffic 
which otherwise would go on the Roscrea Line ? — I do not understand you. 

310. Would not it be the interest of the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany, to discontinue the working of the Killaioe Junction after they continue 
the working of the Roscrea Line ? — I cannot see in what light it would be their 
interest. 

311. Would not it divert the traffic from that through line on to Roscrea? — 

I do not see how it would. 

31 2. I mean the part from Birdhill to Killaioe : just look at the map ; do you 
see the dotted line from Birdhill to Roscrea? — Yes. 

313. Would it not be the interest of the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany to discontinue the working of that Birdhill and Killaioe Line, which is 
a diversion of the line established, or by Roscrea ? — There is a great deal of 
local traffic about there which can be developed. 

314. Do you consider that the local traffic existing about Killaioe would be 
sufficient to feed and sustain the extension from Birdhill on to Killaioe ? — I do, 
if properly worked. 

Re-examined by Mr. Pkinn. 

315. My learned friend is apprehensive that the traffic will come away from 
the Shannon and be turned on to the line. As far as passengers are concerned, 

I believe it is either local on the Shannon, or tourists, is it not, very much ? — 
Yes. 

316. By a Lord ] Is the line now made to Killaioe ? — Y 7 es ; it is constructed, 
and has been inspected by the Government Inspector. 

317. But it is not yet opened and worked? — No ; it was inspected on last 
Monday. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Mr. E. William Maunsell is called in ; and having been sworn, is examined 
by Mr. Pkinn , as follows : 

318. Y OU are Secretary of the Limerick and Castleconnell Railway Com- 
pany ? — I am. 

319. Have you been so from the commencement ? — Yes. 

320. Can you state to their Lordships briefly the financial position of the 
Company at the present moment ? — Will you state exactly the nature of the 
information which you want. 

321. Do you know the amount, for instance, which has been raised both 

on the original line and on the extension line ? — I do ; on the original line 
there is 16,947 /. raised on shares ; on the Killaioe Extension the total share 
capital paid up is 18,747 l- . 

32 2. Out of the first 16,947 l. is there 5,000 l. belonging to the Limerick and 
Waterford Company ? — There is. 

323. Out of the second 18J47Z-, which you say has been paid up, was 
1 0,000 /. originally contributed bv the Midland Company, but which is now 
vested in the Great Southern and ‘Western Company ?— Yes. 

324. What has been raised by loan?— Upon the original line, 6,500 /., loans 
on debentures. 

And on the Extension, nothing, I think ? — Nothing. 

326. So that the total raised is 42,194 l. ? — I think that the figures would 

work out that. . . . 

327. “What has been the expenditure on both lines; is it 7l> 823 *-r 
£.36,370/. and 36,971 /• 

328 That is something over 72,000 1. ? — Yes. 

329. I see 
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„ 3^9* ^ see that the amount raised and the amount expended show a balance Mr. 

of 30,000 L. m round numbers, of money expended as against that raised ' r MaunseB. 

That is so. ° 

330. How has that money which has been expended been obtained On 36 l8e3 - 
the personal security of the directors. 

33 1 . Have you had experience both of the working of the original line, and 
of the extension ? — I have. 

332. Have you ever received any profit, on any balance of accounts, from the 
Limerick and Waterford Company? — No. 

333- Have the expenses of working equalled or exceeded the receipts ? — 

They have greatly exceeded the receipts. 

334- Ho you believe that the line could be continued to be worked under the 
present arrangement, without some assistance, if the expenses are always to 
exceed the receipts ?— It would be a bad state of things, I think. 

335 * I think we may take it that the whole of your authorised line is com- 
plete ? — It is complete ; and I should not wonder if it was all opened now. It 
was inspected on Monday last. 

336. Do you actually touch the deep water of the Shannon, by the Kil- 
laloe Extension ? — Not by the portion which is made and ready to open. 

337. How much is there to be made to enable you to tuuch the deep water ? 

— About three quarters of a mile, I think. 

338. Have you any funds to make that under present circumstances ? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

339. Was that line originally constructed for the purpose of accommodating 
the steamers in the Shannon ? — It was originally projected for that purpose. 

340. We have heard that at that time the Midland Company had steamers 
on the Shannon. I believe that there were steamers in the year 1861, were 
there not ? — Yes. 

341. To any extent? — I cannot speak from my own knowledge about 
that. 

342. You know the negotiations which took place with reference to the 

extension of the line ; the Chairman has stated that at a certain period pro- 
posals were made to the Great Southern and Western Company? Ihey 
were. _ 

343. Do you agree with him as to the motives which dictated those pro- 
posals ; that it was feared that the extension of the line to Nenagh would be 
■used as a block line, and that your line would not be properly developed.— 

Yes ; I fancy that those were the reasons. 

344. With reference to the working of the line, you have said that it did not 
answer in point of profit ; was it regularly and properly worked under the 
arrangements ? — There were complaints. 

34*5. Have you, yourself, as Secretary of the Company, made complaints r — 

I made a complaint in writing to the Secretary of the Waterford and Limerick 
Company on one occasion. 

346. When was that ?— On the 21st of December 1861. 

347. You have the letter, if my learned friend wishes to see it ? — I have a 
•copy of it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 



348. Was that the first complaint that yon ever made?-No, by -no «s 
Vaq When did vou make any other complaint r— I could not specif) the 
date f that was the 7 first complaint I made in writing, and the only one I 

‘“"so. And that was made after your arrangement with the Great Southern 
regard to the promotion ot those fines fr0 “ “ .. k line t0 Nenagh ; 

S' until the 

thing had been done, and t * 1CTe ^° r ®4 t c “™ 0 j ust told their Lordships the 
KtS riTotknTwSr/t is correct or not 1 I said that I 



o e: 2 . Then ao you mean IAJ anj J~~ J . 

.motive, and that you do not know whether it is correct 
fancied that that was the motive. 

483- C3 



353- What 
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353- What could be the motive of the Waterford and Limerick Company, 
in making it a block line up to Nenagh? — I suppose that the Waterford and 
Limerick Company’s interest would be, to bring the traffic of the Nenagh 
district over their own line to the port of Waterford ; I fancy so. 

354. Do you mean that if the line stopped at Nenagh it would not continue 
from Nenagh up to Roscrea r — Yes. 

35 r i- They having been the parties to promote a Bill going up as far as 
Roscrea, von believe that they would not really make that line ; is that your 
notion ? — They were not the parties promoting that Bill. 

350. Were not they parties promoting that Bill, in concurrence with your 
Company, to the extent of 25,000/. ? — Yes; they were not the promoters, but 
they agreed, upon a great pressure from the inhabitants of Nenagh and the 
district, to go for a through line from Nenagh to Roscrea. 

357. What do you know about that pressure ? — I was present at the public 
meeting. 

358. You mean that a meeting was held at Nenagh, and that the Nenagh 
people expressing a great anxiety that the line should go on to Roscrea, the 
Waterford and Limerick Company consented that their 25,0001. should be used 
in getting a line between Birdhill and Roscrea, instead of between Birdhill and 
Nenagh only : — They consented that a Bill should be promoted to Roscrea. 

3.59. And to enable your Company to promote the Bill in their own names ? 
— They sanctioned it. 

360. So that it did not depend upon them, but upon your Company, whether 
the Bill was obtained ? — Our Company were promoters of the Bill. 

361. Are you aware that the Bill brought in by the Castleconnell Company, 
in concurrence with the Waterford and Limerick Company, included the making 
of the bit of line down to the deep water of the Shannon? — It did. 

362. The Bill of the Castleconnell Company brought in, in concurrence with 
the Waterford and Limerick Company, contained provisions for making a line 
down to the deep water of the Shannon? — It did. 

363. I believe that your Bill wholly omits that? — It is not our Bill now. 

364. Are you not aware that it is of very great importance to the Waterford 
and Limerick Company to have a communication with the Shannon, by which 
the Shannon traffic shall be brought down to Waterford and the Waterford 
traffic taken up the Shannon? — Of course it would be of great importance to 
them. 

365. And is it not with that view that the connexion of the Waterford and 
Limerick Company with the Castleconnell Company up to Killaloe, is of great 
importance to the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — I do not know whether 
that is the sole reason of the importance of it. 

366. Is it not of great importance ? — Yes. 

367. And does not it further produce a connexion between Waterford on 
the one hand and the banks of the Shannon Navigation up to all the north of 
Ireland ? — Yes. 

368. Then is it not of great public importance that that communication 
between the Shannon and Killonan should be kept open ? — Certainly. 

369. And under the control, to a certain extent, of the Waterford and Limerick 
Company ? — I do not say that. 

370. Do you think it immaterial whether the control of that bit is or not in 
connexion with the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — I think that it would 
he just as well in the hands of another Company. 

37 1 . What is the use of putting it into the hands of another Company ? — 
I do not know. 

372. Tell the Committee why it should be put into the hands of another 
Company, when 3'ou say that it is very important to the Waterford and Limerick 
Company to have the use of it ? — It would be of great importance to the Great 
Southern and W estern Company to secure it in purchasing the Castleconnell 
Company, I think. 

373- Why r — Because I think that it would give them an entrance into 
Limerick, which they have not now. 

374. Is it not of equal importance to the Waterford and Limerick Company 
to have a connexion across that line to get to the Shannon : — It is. 

375. Then why should it' be given to one Compari)' over the other?— That 
I do not know. 

376. You 
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376. You say tliat the expense of working the Castleconnell line has exceeded 
the receipts ? — It has. 

377. Upon whom has that loss fallen?— It has fallen upon the Castleconnell 
Company. 

378. Do you mean to say that it has not fallen at all upon the Waterford 
and Limerick Company ? — As far as there are shareholders, in the Castleconnell 
Company only. 

379. No further? — Certainly not. 

380. By a Lord?] How far has the line been opened ; has it been opened to 
Castleconnell ? — It is opened to Birdhill. 

381. Mr. Calvert.] You say that this traffic is not remunerative upon the 
Castleconnell Line. Supposing that the line had been extended up to fioscrea 
by the Waterford and Limerick Company, do you not think that there would 
then have been traffic feeding the Castleconnell Line? — Unquestionably there 
would. 

382. You would have had traffic coming from Roscrea, from Nenagh, and 
from Birdhill? — We should have had traffic coming from Nenagh. As to 
whether much traffic would have come from Roscrea to Limerick, it is very 
doubtful. 

3 S3. If the line had been made up to Nenagh, it would have been a feeding 
line ? — Yes. 

384. And supposing a communication had been made down to the Shannon, 
would not the traffic of the Shannon have come on the Castleconnell Line ? — 
Whatever traffic there was there, would have come upon it. 

385. Have you any of your half-yearly reports here ?— I have the last one in 
my hand. 

386. Was not it always held out by the directors of the Castleconnell Line, 
that this Nenagh Line would have been a feeder? — Yes ; and so it would have 
been a feeder. 

387. Has not the poverty of the line proceeded from its shortness : — 
Partly. 

388. And from its want of communication with the Shannon on the one 
hand, and with Nenagh on the other ? — I do not think that the want of com- 
munication with the Shannon is of very great importance. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Orme Malley. 



389. You say that you intend stopping short within three-quarters of a mile 
of the deep water of the Shannon ? —Our Parliamentary power extends only to 
the point at which we are going to stop. 

390. That is a fixed resolve, I believe, on the part of the Company ? — No ; 
I think not. 

391 . You say that you have no funds ? — No ; but the land from the point 
where our Parliamentary power ends, to the deep water, is actually now in. 
possession of the Castleconnell Company, having been purchased and paid 
for by them from the Shannon Commissioners. 

392. Is it the fact that it is the intention of the Castleconnell Company, or 
the Great Southern and Western Company, to go to the deep water of the 
Shannon, or to stop short at three-quarters of a mile from the deep water ? — 
It was the intention of the Castleconnell Company to proceed to the deep 
water ; and I have been assured by both the Chairman and the Vice Chairman 
of the Great Southern and Western Company, that it is their intention to do so 



393. Do not the Great Southern and Western Company, by getting the 

Roscrea Junction, establish a direct communication between Dublin and 
Limerick ? — Yes. , 

394. And they will be able to accommodate both the passengers and goods 
traffic existing between Dublin and Limerick, by that means ?— Certainly. 

305. Is not there a canal now in the hands of an independent company, and 
worked between Dublin and Athlone, called the Grand Canal ? — Between Dublin 



and Shannon Harbour. 

39b. And that communicates directly with the Shannon, which goes down 
from there to Limerick?— It does. 

o Q7 . Then will not the line of railway be in some degree, of at all events 
OJf o n c a a considerable 

40 j- ^ 
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a considerable extent, a competing mode of communication between Dublin 
and Limerick, with that water line which I have described ? — As to goods I 
think so ; as to passengers, not at all. 

39 s - Certainly not, if the steamers on the Shannon be discontinued ?— Even 
it they were kept on, I do not think that passengers would go that way. 

399. Has it not been a most favourite route for tourists, when returning from 
Kiliarney and other places in the south west of Ireland, to Dublin'-— The 
tourist traffic would be there still. 

. But would it not be very seriously inconvenienced if there was anv 
interruption at Killaloe ? — Certainly, if there were no steamers. 

Cr if it stopped short three quarters of a mile from the deep water? 

I think that a line ought to be made to the deep water, and I believe that there 
will be a line made to the deep water. 

402. Do you intend working steamers upon the Shannon ?— Certainly not:, 
we have no power, even if we had money. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

403. Y ou have been asked with reference to this connection with the 
Shannon ; in the first place, is not there a canal which competes with your 
short line, to Limerick. 

The Chairman states that Mr. Phinn need not re-examine upon this 
point. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr. George Edward Ilbery, is called in ; and having been sworn, is examined, 
by Mr. Phinn, as follows : 

404. I think that you are the Traffic Manager of the Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company ? — Yes. 

405. How long have you been in that position ?— About 15 years. 

406. Then you know pretty well the traffic of the south of Ireland ? — Yes. 

407 • With regard to the Waterford and Limerick Line, I think that it inter- 
sects your main line at the Tipperary junction ? — It does’ 

408. It being about 22 miles from Limerick to that junction ? — Yes. 

_ 409. Then does the traffic of the Great Southern and Western line to Lime- 
rick, and from Limerick, pass over that? — Yes. 

410. They have the control of all the accesses to Limerick? — They have by 
rail. 

411. I believe that you have worked under arrangements with them ; you 
have never exercised your powers of entering into Limerick? — We have not 
done so. 

412. You have acted on the principle of the division of traffic? — Yes, under 
agreement. 

413. Are you aware of this proposed sale of the Castleconnell Line to your 
Company ? — Yes. 

414. Do you, as traffic manager, think that it would operate as a competing 
line on Dublin for passengers r — Certainly not. 

415. What are your grounds for that belief? — In the first place, we have 
quick trains on the main line all the way to Limerick Junction, and trains into 
Limerick, in connexion with those quick trains ; and the trains will be much 
shorter by that route, and we may call it one line, or a double line the whole 
way from Dublin to Limerick, whereas, by the other route, there would be 53 
miles of single line, with three junctions ; while, on the first-named route, there 
would be but the one junction. 

416. Though I believe the line is shorter by Nenagh, and so on, it being 124 
miles as against 129, it is not so favourable a line for working at quick 
speeds ? — Certainly not. 

417. And it is only meant to be constructed as a single line? — For 53 
miles. 

418. By a Lordi] Which 53 miles? — ( The Witness -points out the same.) 
Down to Killonan there would be 53 miles of single line. 

419. And the other is a double line ? — Yes. 

420. Mr. Phinn .] Assuming that your line is constructed, you would have 

how: 
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Limerick Junction into Limerick, and another from CtaS T’ ' “ 0,her . b >’ 

421. Just point out ChaileviUe on the mao (theWibTl • , 0 L ' mencl - 

-There is also the Ennis Line to Umerick ' W «*» ?»«" out „, e sa mc) ? 

422. That Ennis Line, of course, is bevnnd ill tho „ • . , . , 

been discussing, at present ?— Certainly. 7 P nts whlch we haV8 

423. That, I believe, is leased to the Waterford and r ■ 1 n 
20 years and there is now a Bill before Parliament to S: 

be ustd ^ n lega r d -v g °° ds ’ are y0U ° f °P inion that this projected line will 

be used if proper facilities are given '-—There is no '«& , J -P-, T , , 

very considerably for the traffic from Nenagh ^ 
there is a very large trade between Limerick and Nenagh ; not so much as°irith 
Koserea but between Limerick and Nenagh there is a very large traffic 
„ JL-' ?; 5° you * lnk , that 11 Wl11 m an y way supersede the traffic of the Shannon 

‘? 8 18 vf de f° the deep water from Killaloe?— Certainly not: it 

tiviII not interfere with it m any way. ^ ’ 

will be ell-Id K°Tlf d?e ; 1 be ! ieTe ’ iS ’ tiat whatCTer railways exist, certain goods 
will be earned by the internal water communications ? — I should say, that there 

°l S °° ds having come alon S the Shannon being trans- 
ferred at Killaloe, and then coming by rail, when they have the water of the 
canal continuous with the Shannon. 

r 'S ht . int ° the harbour?— And right into the harbour of Limerick. 
42 8. Whereas in the other way they would have to be transhipped and get to 
the Limerick station, and then shipped on board of ships again, if they are for 
export r — Yes. r 0 ’ J 

429. By a Lord] Is the navigation of the Shannon very bad between 
Killaloe and Limerick r— The Shannon navigation into Limerick is very bad, 
but the canal provides for it. 

430. Mr. Phi, i 7 i.] And the canal, as well as the rest of the navigation of the 
Shannon, is under the control of the Shannon Commissioners ? — Yes • I 
believe so. 

431. With regard to passengers, there has been an apprehension that the 
passengers will be diverted from the Shannon ; do you at all concur in that 1 
— No. 



. 432. Of course, local passengers at points on the Shannon will not he 
diverted ?— I think it possible that the. tourists, if there were boats upon the 
Shannon, would take the trains at Killaloe to come into Limerick. 

433- To avoid the canal?— Not to avoid the canal, but to avoid the coach. 

434. By a Lord.] Is the Parsonstown Branch a single line ?— Yes, all the way. 

435. Then the Roscrea Line, if made, would be a single line into a single 

line?— Yes. 0 

436. Mr. Phinn.] A case is made in the Waterford and Limerick Company’s 
Petition, that you have not properly accommodated their traffic, and that you 
have rather the lion’s share of it ; is that so ? — No ; just the reverse. 

437. I believe that, in point of fact, the Tipperary Junction was constructed 
by you to accommodate their traffic very much ? — Yes, wholly. 

438. You had made your centre in that district previously at Thurles a very 
good station, and traffic arrangements which were perfectly adequate for the 
district for some miles both ways ? — Thurles was laid out, and a great deal of 
land was purchased for the purpose of making it a central depot for the whole 
of our traffic between Dublin and Cork, 165 miles ; Thurles was just about 
half way. 

439. When it was decided by Parliament that you should work into Limerick 
over their line, was a good deal of land taken at the Tipperary Junction, and a 
good deal of expense incurred ? — A very large expense ; 30,000 /. 

440. And, of course, it would not be your object to divert the traffic and to 
render that expense inoperative ? — Certainly not. 

441. It is suggested that you take a very lion’s share of the profits: how is 
that as between you and the Limerick and Waterford Company ? It is suggested 
that you take a large share of the profits as between distant points and Lime- 
rick : for instance, Limerick and Liverpool, and Limerick and Dublin. Is that 
so } — ]\Jo, it is not the case ; I should like to quote instances. 

442. For instance, the traffic as between Limerick and Liverpool, and Limerick 

483. D and 



Mr. G. E. Ilbery, 
26 March 1 862. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mr. Q.E. Ilbery. 
26 March 1862. 



26 ' MINUTES OF EVIDENCE ON THE GREAT SOUTHERN AND WESTERN 

and Dublin?— Under the arrangement which was entered into on the 1st of 
June 1857, the portion of the Waterford and Limerick Company s repeipts 
between Liverpool and Limerick amounts to 45. lid. per mile, they having 
only 22 miles, whereas the Great Southern and Western Company get only 
1 1 d. a mile upon their positive mileage. . 

443. So that it is 4 s. 11 d. as against 1 1 d. ?— Yes ; tney receive more for 
the 22 miles than we do for the 107- 

444 Their complaint is also, that in working over the branch from the lip- 
peraiv Junction to Limerick, you have not carried out the original arrangement 
of paying them a per centage on half the sum expended. Has that been altered 
by subsequent arrangements between the companies ; you have never used the 
privilege ? — We have never used the privilege. . 

445. And therefore you have never paid for it ? — No. 

44}) 1 believe that they rather returned you thanks on one occasion for not 
using your right, did they not ? -Yes. In the year 1848, when we were about 
opening to the Limerick Junction, the Waterford and Limerick Company 
opened in the month of May. We opened in July, but prior to that I was 
instructed by my directors to go to the Waterford and Limerick Company, and 
enter into working arrangements, subject, of course, to their approval, for the 
working of their lines. 1 met Mr. Saunders, the then secretary of the company, 
on the 23d of May 1848, and he then would only agree to these arrangements 
conditionally. The condition which he placed on the proceedings was, that we 
should forego all powers for running over that portion of their line between the 
junction and Limerick. That was subsequently withdrawn in the following 
month, and at the same time we find a letter entered on our proceedings, 
thanking us for not exercising those powers. We have never exercised those 
powers ; and for one very good reason, when we might have done so at a later 
date, in consequence of our powers for the erection of a station in Limerick 
having expired on the 21st of July 1852, so that at a later period it was not 
worth our while to exercise those powers, when perhaps otherwise it would have 
been judicious to have done it. 

447. Then they are pretty safe in such event? — Yes. 

448. I believe you are cognizant of all the arrangements on the Shannon ? — 
Yes. 

449. My learned friends have challenged us as to the award. I believe that 
the Waterford and the Southern Companies had differences ?— We had. 

450. In 1859, 1 believe, that those differences were submitted to Captain 
Huish ? — Yes, they were submitted to Captain Huish, and Mr. Watkin, and 
Mr. Leeman, the umpire. 

451. Upon that an award took place? — Yes. 

452. Which prevents, I believe, your competition on certain points, and also 
prevents your going for fresh extensions to the prejudice one of the other ? — 
Yes ; this map is placed here by the Waterford and Limerick Company ; and I 
see, traced on their map, the line which was drawn by the arbitrators for the 
district, where we should not be brought into competition. We cannot con- 
struct lines in that district, nor can the Midland Great Western Company 
construct lines in our district. 

453. Was it a part of the arrangements under that award which defined the 
districts within which you were not to compete with one another, that the 
Great Southern and Western Company were to adopt the contributions of the 
Midland Company to the Castleconnell Extension ? — Yes. 

454. And also, I believe, certain arrangements were made as to the steamers 
on the Shannon ? — Yes. 

455. Those arrangements, I believe, could not be carried out owing to the 
want of an Act of Parliament? — No; in the original award made we were 
bound, in the event of our getting possession of the canal, carrying a Bill 
through Parliament to take up the boats on the Shannon, and work them in 
an efficient manner in connexion with the Waterford and Limerick Company ; 
but that Act not having passed through the House, of course a supple- 
mental award had to be made, and that portion of the award, of course, was 
obliterated. 

456. How does it now stand; to which Company do the steamers now on 
the Shannon belong? — In that supplemental award Mr. Samuelson, the ship- 
builder of Hull, 1 think, was appointed by the arbitrators to value the two 

boats 
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boats belonging to the Midland Great Western Company on the Shannon, and Mr. Q.E.Ilbtry. 

that having been done, we were obliged to pay 55 per cent, of the value which 

he put upon them, and. the Midland Company 45 per cent. 26 March 1862. 

457. Then are they the joint property of the two Companies? — They are; 
in September of 1 860 that supplemental award was made, and in 1861, at the 
commencement of the summer, the Midland Great Western Company and our- 
selves agreed to run the boats on the Shannon for passenger traffic, not for 
goods, because the Midland Great Western Company themselves were not 
interested in the goods traffic. We tried it from the 13th of May, last year, 
until the end of October, and I think that |he expenses were 800 L, and the 
receipts about 714 1 . 

458. Do you mean the working expenses? — The working expenses. 

459 . That would be exclusive of the interest upon the capital embarked in 
the steamers, the depreciation, and everything of that kind? — Wholly; merely 
the money out of pocket, not including management or anything else. 

460. So that you did not even realise your common working expenses r — 

We did not. 

461 . Under any circumstances, do you suppose that these passenger steamers 
would continue to be worked as they were last year ? — I cannot say ; there has 
been no arrangement yet. 

462. Would the extension of the lines in connexion with us from Birdhill 
to the point of junction on the Limerick line, taking the Castleconnell line, 
affect the working of the steamers either one way or the other r— Not in any 



463, Wiith regard to the other traffic on the Shannon, I believe it is conducted 
by heavy barges, with occasional tug-steamers? — It is performed by the Grand 
Canal Company from Dublin down to Shannon Harbour, and they have tug- 
boats, and they do the whole of the goods traffic on the Shannon, and into 
Limerick, and which would be in no way interfered with by the passing of 



'a(]a. Then you think that the apprehensions of my Lord Clanricarde, and of 
the gentlemen on the banks of the Shannon, are not well founded; that this 
concession will destroy the traffic on the Shannon 1 — I cannot see how it can 
in any way. If it is worth anybody’s while to work the boats, I can only say 
that our Company will be very glad to sell the boats that we have, and at a 



great loss. , _ , ~ 

465. At half-price?— Yes; the Grand Canal Company are 
traffic there ; perhaps they may be induced to take them, 
we shall be glad to part with them. 



working the goods 
If any parties will, 



Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

466. On that map there are certain lines green, and certain lines pink ?— 
Y 4 S 6 7 The pink represents the Midland Great Western Railway, and its 

^rSdonTdae Cork and Youghal Corked Passage^ ^ ^ 
kno^'whether^it^belongs ) to^tht^ Waterford and Kilkenny Company, or the 

Waterford and Limerick . and Western Com- 

470. It has nothing to do with the Great Southern 

pany (—Nothing whatever. - p .i t p e power of running into 

47 1. You say that you have f T f Tltaeriok Company in Parliament at 

Limerick. Were not the Waterford and Lmerick P 7 ed ttejr 

line MMSr, EH 

%^^^£***** * fa ** year ’ thatE 

483- 
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should b e gj ven t0 the Waterford and Limerick Company, or to the Great 
Southey an d Western Company ? — Yes. 

474. And that if the Waterford and Limerick Company made, the line from 
Tipper*^ to Limerick, and the Great Southern and Western Company thought 
proper t 0 take running powers on that line, they were to pay a moiety of the 

expense ?_Y es . 

475. And the Great Southern and Western Company never have taken those 
powers ?~ They never have. 

47o. I believe that the arrangement was that the Waterford and Limerick 
Company should make the line between Tipperary and Limerick before a cer- 
tain day ? — £ believe so. . * 

477. And I believe that that day was afterwards delayed in consequence of 
the Great Southern and Western Company not having made their line to come 
down to the junction ?— 1 think not ; 1 am pretty sure it is not so. 

478. Which opened first?— They did. 

479. The line from Tipperary to Limerick was opened first?— Yes, in May 
; anc [ we opened in July 1848. 

480. They were ready for you when you came i — I cannot say that they were 
ready f or 

us when we came. 

481. The line was made ?— Yes, hut the whole of their rolling stock and 
everything e lse was made upon the Yankee principle long passenger cars and 
trucks and engines, which would not work with ours in any possible way, and 
for a long time after we opened they were obliged to use our trucks for through 
traffic. 

482. Not if you had used your running powers from Tipperary to Limerick ? 
— ^ but we did not exercise them. 

483. You did not choose to take part in the expense which had been incurred 
by both companies ?— The 500,000 l . ; it certainly was not worth our paying 
the interest on half of the 500,000 /. 

484. Were not they obliged to spend a larger sum because they were hurried 
in meeting the requisition of the Great Southern and Western Company ?— No, 
certainly no t ; because the Waterford and Limerick Company had only just 
completed their 22 miles when we had completed our 107- 

48.5. You represent that as if it was a work all under one Act ; was not the 
Act for a large portion of the distance which you now mention obtained the year 

before ? I am not aware of that ; it may be so ; I perhaps am not quite so well 

read up \ n the Acts as I ought to be, but I was under the impression that it 
passed in 1845. , , . r , __ . , 1T . ., 

486. You say that this is such a good thing for the Waterford and Limerick 
Company. Is not the station at Tipperary a very inconvenient station for the 
Waterford and Limerick Company; 1 mean your junction station? I do not 



know that it is. 

487. Have not they to shunt every train half a mile by reason ol the arrange- 

ment of that station ? — I should think not, nor anything like it. We have laid 
out the whole of that, and we only ask them for 180 L a year for rent, we pro- 
viding everything ; we have laid down the whole of the lines of rails there ; it 
has cost us 30,000 l. to do it, and we are at an expense of 1,500 l. a year at that 
station for the working of it. . . . , , 

488. You say r that the proportion of the payment for the traffic is 4 s. 11 a. 
and 1 1 d. ? — Yes, the mileage proportion ; it works out 4 s. 11c/. per mile 
against our 1 1 d. 

480. That is your statement of the general rule as between the two com- 
panies ?— Yes, it. is the actual division upon a week of Liverpool and Limerick 

4Q 0 . Is it not in the power of the Waterford and Limerick Company, to take 
as much of that traffic as likes to go from Limerick to Waterford, and then by 
sea to Liverpool ?— Certainly, under an agreement, at equal fares. 

4Qi. Has not that entered greatly into the question, in making the arrange- 

men ‘t }. -Certainly it has. I have taken the whole tonnage between Liverpool 

and Limerick for a week, and it works out exactly as I have said, namely, 
1 1 d. a mile to us, and 4 s. 11c/. a mile to them ; in fact, they get rather more for 
the 22 miles than we get for the 107 miles. . , , 

492. Does that principle at all apply to any other traffic — Not exactly the 

salne • ' 493. Suppose 
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493 -,. S .j P ? 0Se ®, at , tlle traffi c is coming from Thurles to Limerick It is 
there divided equally, but as regards Dublin, they get U 3s. 8d. a mile, and we 
get 13 J. 8 d. a mile for the Dublin and Limerick traffic, under the existing agree- 
ment of the 1st of June 1857. 

494. Do not the terminals at Limerick enter into the agreement i— It is Dart 
of all the agreements. r 

.496'; The terminals on the one hand are at Liverpool, and on the other at 
Limerick?— No. The Waterford and Limerick Company demanded 2s. a ton 
for the terminal, and none of the other companies get it at all. 

496. Supposing it is between Templemore and Limerick, is that a mileage 
rate ? — It is divided equally between the two Companies. 

497*. Supposing it is between Malabar and Limerick, is it the same thin«- ?— 
No, it is terminals, and a mileage division. 

4y8. Where are the terminals taken ? — At both ends in such case. 

499. You say that this line never can be used as a competing line between 
Dublin and Limerick ? — I do not say that it cannot be used ; to the best of my 
opinion, it would not be used for passenger traffic. 

500. Why not ? — I think that I have given the reason. 

501. With the exception of its being a single line, is it not the case that 
there is no reason^ why it should not be so used? — I am pretty well satisfied 
that it never will be so used ; we have not the power to do it, unless the 
Waterford and Limerick Company are consenting parties; they could cease to 
book through in connection with us at once, if they wished it. 

502. Do you mean for the four miles between Killonan and Limerick? — No ; I 
mean the junction ; we are speaking of the junctions, as I understand you. 

503. Will the line from Dublin by way of Roscrea to Limerick, be made use 
of as a means of competition with the line from Dublin, by the Tipperary 
Junction to Limerick ? — My opinion is, that it will not, on account of the Water- 

. ford and Limerick Company. The Castleconnell Company have no running 
powers over the Waterford and Limerick Line, and the Waterford aud Limerick 
Company would have the control of that portion of the line. 

,504. There is a single line from Roscrea to Killonan? — Yes. 

505. Cannot that line be made doubler— Yes, it can. 

506. Supposing that line be made double, is there any reason why the com- 
petition should not then be carried on ? — Not so long as the present arrangements 
exist. The Castleconnell Company have no running powers over the Water- 
ford and Limerick Line between Killonan and Limerick, and the Waterford 
and Limerick Company can always checkmate us there. 

507. Then the only real difficulty would be the four miles from Killonan to 
Limerick ? — Yes, and other reasons which I have already given. 

508. Do you mean to sav that the gradients are worse upon one line , as 
compared with the other r— No ; upon the one line we always have fast trams 
running between Dublin and the Limerick Junction, aud it certainly would 
never warrant us in putting on fast trains over another portion of the line. 

509. I suppose the powers exist for making it a, double line ?— i am not 
aware at all, not as between Roscrea and Killonan. 

c,o Supposing that the only difficulty of making a through line from 
Dublin to Limerick was those four miles between Killonan and Limerick can 
there be a doubt that Parliament would give power for you to have a rival hne 
in respect of those four miles ?-I cannot give any opinion about that. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

511. The only difference is, that we are at Birdhill by Parliamentary powers 

nt> 5 1 a^And in^bothcSef the key to Limerick is in the hands of the Water- 
ford and Limerick Company ?— Yes. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, — That this Committee be adjourned to To-morrow at Eleven 
o’clock. 



483* 
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Die Jovis, 2 7 ° Martii, 1862. 



The Earl of ROMNEY, in the Chair. 



The Counsel and Parties are ordered to be called in. 



William Watson , Esq., is called in ; and, having been sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Phinn, as follows : 

513. ARE you the managing director of the City of Dublin Steam Packet 
Company ? — I am. 

514. Have you been managing director for nearly 20 yegrs ? — Yes. 

515. Have you had a great deal of experience in steam navigation in Ireland ? 
— Yes, on the River Shannon, and on the Channel also. 

5 1 6. Have your Company had boats upon the Shannon ? — Yes. 

517. For how many years ? — I suppose for 25 or 30 years. 

518. Above Limerick? — Above Limerick. 

519. What class of boats did you have on the Shannon above Limerick ? — 
Steam vessels ; a couple of them, I suppose, about 250 tons burthen, and 70 or 
80 horse-power ; they were built especially for the purpose, and a number of 
other boats for the purposes of cargo traffic. 

520. I believe that your points were between Athlone and Killaloe ? — Yes, 
above Limerick for steam vessels ; the cargo boats, of course, went below 
Killaloe down to Limerick. 

,521 . The cargo boats would go on by the canal to Limerick ?— Yes. 

522. And would discharge to the vessels in the harbour ?— They would dis- 
charge at the stores in Limerick. 

523. I suppose that, before there were any railways, the Shannon was very 
much used? — Yes, it was a high road between Dublin and Limerick, not only 
for goods, but for passengers ; there was a very large passenger intercourse. 

524. Since the construction of the railways, has that enterprise of yours 
been productive? — Quite the reverse ; so much so, that we abandoned it. 

525. Can you fix about the point of time at which it became unproductive ? 
— Our traffic naturally decreased immediately after the opening of the Great 
Southern and Western Line to Limerick. 

526. And did that decrease continuer — It did. 

527. I suppose that you still continued to carry local traffic between Athlone 
and Killaloe ?— No, we have given that entirely up. 

528. But did you continue it for a time ? — Yes. 

529. When did you abandon the. enterprise altogether ?— We first gave up 
the goods part of it, probably 10 years ago, and the passenger intercourse we 
abandoned altogether ; I cannot exactly say the date, but two or three years 

^530. What has become of your steamers r — They are all locked up in the 
River Shannon ; they were built there, and we cannot get them out. 

531. Did you do all you could, by low fares and temptations to the public, to 

render the passage of the Shannon attractive ? — Yes, and we not only did that, 
but we felt in some degree responsible to the public to keep open a communi- 
cation, on the right bank of the river, with Dublin. When they understood at 
first that we were going to give it up, we had communications from the Port- 
umna District, and other parts of the county Galway, to ask us to keep on, and 
we did so for some time, though it did not pay us. < 

532. Did you also issue season tickets to tourists ? — Tourist tickets. 

533. Did vou find them answer ? — No. 

534. Was that entirely a losing speculation, so much so, that you were obliged 
to abandon it ?— That was the sole reason for giving it up. 
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535 * That was before any additional lines were sanctioned towards the w. Watson, Esq. 

bhannon ; that is to say, below Porturana ?— I am not aware of any additional 

lines having been sanctioned. The Midland Line bad been opened to Athlone 27 March 1863. 
at the time. 

536. Do you believe that anything can revive the trade of the Shannon in 
the present state of things ? — I should say, certainly not ; I think that it has 
been offered to us, and that we have declined to accept it ; it would not pay 
tbe expenses. 

537. Either as regards passengers or goods ?— With regard to goods, that 
traffic is still open, and it is maintained by the owners of the Grand Canal 
navigation ; owning the navigation, of course they think it necessary to try 
and keep what traffic, of a coarse description, the.y can upon it. 



Cross-Examined by Sir Frederick Slade. 

538. You are aware that the great lines which traverse Ireland run from east 
to west ? — Principally ; and south-west. 

539. The Shannon is the only great communication which is north and south? 
— Yes. 

540. Do you attach importance to keeping that communication, as far as 
possible, alive ? — It would be a convenience, of course, to the parties who have 
no other road. 

541. Looking to the large tract of country lying to the west of Lough Derg, 
would it not be an advantage, to keep that route alive ; — Every route, whether 
by water or land, is an advantage to the public to be kept open. 

542. You say that you abandoned the passenger traffic two or three years 
ago ? — Altogether. 

543. Were you driven off by the Midland Great Western Company ?— They 
put steamers on and they carried passengers practically for nothing, for the 
sake of the railway, and of course that put a stop altogether to our trade. 

544. Then you could not make a profit by your undertaking ? — Clearly not. 

54,5. That drove you off? — We discontinued that. 

546. The Midland Great Western Company is one of those great leviathans 
who have divided the country between them, is it not?— Yes. 

547. You are aware that there has been an award by which the two emperors 
of the country may be called the Great Southern and Western, and the Midland 
Great Western? — I am. 

548. Will you turn round and see whether that lightest yellow represents 
the dividing line ? — I cannot speak as to the exact division of territory ; I know 
from general report that there has been that arrangement. 

549. Had you at any time through-booking with the Midland Great Western 

Company ? — Yes. , 

550. That was before the Midland Great Western stole a march upon you in 
putting on steamers of their own?— Yes. 

When you had through -booking with the Midland Great W estern, was 
it a paying concern ?-— It merely paid the expenses ; we would not have put 
steamers on, but having them there, we were of course anxious to have them 
employed, as we could not take them off the river. _ 

L. If the Midland Great Western Company had not carried passengers at 
a nominal rate, jou would not have taken off your steamers r -If tleMidtod 
Great Western Company had continued hooking with us, up to Dubhn, tne 
lower description of traffic, very likely we might have kept the boats on. 

Did the Great Southern and Western Company ever come to l-arlia- 
ment to buy the Grand Canal ?-I think they did ; conjointly with the Midland 

Gr 554 W Are^u mUwaie that the Government put a .clause upon them thrt 
they should keep open the navigation of the Shannon?— I suppose that it was 
so, but I am not aware of the fact. 

ass The two companies wished to purchase the Grand Canal t *es. 

5 AI' That would have given the two Companies the entire monopoly both 
as regards railways and canal navigation, through the principal part of Ireland? 
—In that quarter, no doubt of it. 

557. Through the principal part ofjreland ?— tes. 

483. 
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-,0 Are you not aware that the Government of the day put a clause upon 
them, insisting upon the navigation of the Shannon being kept open .—I think 
that it is very likely ; but 1 am not aware of the clause. 1 did not take any 
particular interest in the clause. I understood from Sir Richard Griffiths that 
the rates were fixed, and that the Company were not satisfied with it. 1 did 

n0t 5 5^ e Do you^owTfrom^y director of the Great Southern and Western 
Company, or any officer of the Great Southern and Western Company ?-I am 
not aware of having heard it, but it is very probable. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr. William Forbes is called in ; and, having been sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Burke, as follows : 

560. ARE you the Manager of the Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland? 

<61. Have you been so for a long time? — Seven years. . 

562. Are you well acquainted with the district between Limerick and Killaloe ? 

Y es. 

icfiq. And with the Castleconnell Railway? — Yes. 

^64. I believe that your Company and the Great Southern and Western 
Company have an interest in steamers upon the Shannon ? Yes, it is joint 

* 565. ^And your Company has had some experience of working steamers on 
the Shannon, has it not ?— Yes. T _ 

566. In 1856, did they place steamers on the Shannon l — in loo/- 

568. Eor 7 what^purpose ? — Mainly for the purpose of competing with the 

Great Southern and Western Company. , . 

569. I believe that a spirit of competition has prevailed between those two 

companies in other localities f— Yes, for a long time. . 

570. The Great Southern and Western Company were trying to get up to 

Athlone, and in your district there ?•— Yes. . ...„ , 

571. And you have been trying to compete with them in other districts? 

^572. You put on these steamers to compete with the Great Southern and 
Western Company ? — Yes. 

To Limerick ?— Yes, and beyond Limerick to Killarney. 

574! I suppose with that competition you established rather low rates ? 

Ve s7S°\v r e a reyou able to undersell the Great Southern and Western Company? 

Yes verv considerably ; or people would not have gone. .. 

576! Did you divert a considerable portion of their traffic from the railw y 

to the S ]? a s ™™ se t [ at but for tbe excessively low rate of fares which you 
established, the traffic would have gone over the railway system, instead of by 

th 5 7 T t Did'you find R pay you ?-No ; we lost a good deal of money by it. 

580! After 5 this 'compefition^had gone on a long time, the two Companies 

582.' Under that award, did the Companies come with a Bill for the purchase 

° f di? ^Uev^hatltoe had always been a dispute between the Companies 
as to whether the Midland Great Western Company were rightfully or wro 0 

fUl 5 y si n You' had ^o 0f pmliam™ta^^ Grand Canal ?_N ° J 

.i«5nt mi for the purchase by the 
two Companies of the Grand Canal ?— Yes. 386. To 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND LIMERICK AND CASTLECONNELL RAILWAYS, &C. BILL. 



33 



586. To render legal in the hands of the two Companies the possession Mr. W. Forbes. 

of that canal, as to which there had, theretofore, been no legal power? — 

Yes. 27 March 180^. 

587. Are you cognisant of the circumstances under which that Bill was 
withdrawn ? — The Board of Works endeavoured to impose a scale of fares, 
which was so unremunerative that we should have been quite ruined if we had 
attempted to work the Grand Canal under those tolls. 

588. Did the Promoters bring in a Bill with such a rate of tolls as would 
enable them to work it with a fair return ? — Yes. 

589. And Sir Richard Griffiths insisted, before the Committee, upon so low 
a rate of toll, that I believe both the Companies came to the conclusion that 
they could not maintain the canal ? — Yes. 

590. Under those circumstances they withdrew the Bill ? — Yes. 

591. What has become of the canal since ? — It has reverted to the original 
proprietors, the Grand Canal Company. 

592. And they have the power to work that canal at just as low rates as they 
• like? — Yes. 

593. If Sir Richard Griffiths be right in the scale of tolls, it can be tried by 
the present proprietors ? — Yes. 

594. That is all the way to Limerick? — Yes, from Dublin to Limerick. 

595. In competition with the railways f— In competition with the Great 
Southern and Western to Limerick, and in competition with us to Athlone and 
Ballinasloe. 

596. And the Grand Canal now stands in the hands of its own proprietors : 

—Yes. , , . . 

597. Did the withdrawal of this Bill lead to any supplemental arbitration 
between the parties ?— Yes, and a supplemental award. 

598. With reference to the navigation of the Shannon r — Yes. 

599. What was the nature of the award ? 



Sir Frederick Slade submits that the award ought to be produced. 

Mr. Burke states that he will produce it. 

600. Mr. Burke.'] Under that award were the steamers to be valued?— Y es. 

601 . And where they valued ? — Yes. 

602. At what price? — £. 7 , 000 . . , *i, A : r ? n t 

603. What was to be done with them ’-They were to become i the 3 
property of the two Companies, and to be worked on the Shannon, or otherwise 

disposed^ before ftat ha d be i 0 n g ed exclusively to the Midland 

they have been valued at 7 , 0001 ., and 



PiSXi* W - — - — 

f lo^m^w"rmtr-The result was, that we lost a great deal of 

m Zl Of course the two Companies will not go on losing money for ever f- 

N °6h Have thev any desire whatever to shut up the navigatiou of the 
Shannon t-Not the least, if tb ey caa keep it : open at. ^ hare the 

of Ireland ’—Not the least. defined by the award -—Yes. 

614* AndoMpetitiralmtw^en 0 ^ 1 ®!’’ 0 systems^ to a certain extent stopped ? 

6^-* Has not that been the policy of Parliament 1 -Yes, 1 think so, in my 
Do you recollect the Great Southern and Western Company projecting 
a railway from Tullamore to Athlone ;-Yes. 6,7. Did 
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Mr. FT. Forties. 6 1 7. Did not the Great Southern and Western Company always contend 

that they had the right to go to Athlone under their original constitution ? — 

27 March 1862. Yes. 

6 1 8. And I believe that they got a right to go to Athlone in competition with 
you ?— Yes. 

6 1 9. Did not the Committee, presided over by his Grace the Duke of Richmond, 
insert a clause in that Bill, to the effect that though they admitted^ them to 
competition up to Athlone, they should not do it at competitive rates ? — Yes. 

620. And that clause is in the Great Southern and Western Company s Act? 
—Yes. 

621. So that so far as Parliament have had the question of competition 
under their purview, they have determined that you shall not carry on a 
destructive system of competition between the one and the other ? — Yes, the 
Committee inserted it without application from us. 

622. Under that insertion, it is only moderately successful? — Yes. 

623. And it pays five per cent., whereas by competition it might be unpro- 
ductive? — Yes. ...... 

624. I am told that your Company tried the system ot tourist tickets to 
Killarney, did you do so ?— Yes. 

625. Did you issue a good many of them? — Nearly 500, but we did not 

bring many back. . , . 

626. Was that during the competition? — Yes, they paid excessively low 

rat <i27. People had experience of your water route towards Killarney? — Yes. 

628. Were they return tickets ? — Yes, mostly. 

629. They might have come back by the Shannon at a cheap rate if they had 
liked it? — Yes, but they did not. 

630. How many out of the 500 came back r —I think 10 or a dozen, they 
paid their fare by the Great Southern and Western Railway. 

63 1 . You worked the Shannon, I presume, under as favourable circumstances 
as it admits of being worked under ?— Yes, no doubt. 

632. You had, I believe, possession of wharves and stores, and everything 
connected with the navigation ? — Yes. 

633. So as to carry on the traflic as economically as you could r— Yes. 

634. And the result you are prepared distinctly to state, was a loss? — A great 

° S 635. Have you made yourself familiar with the navigation of the Shannon? 
Yes 

6,6' In your judgment, will it ever, in the hands of anybody, be used, or 
can it be used, in competition with the railway system?— I do not think it can ; 
I am sure no independent Company can work the Shannon. The Railway 
Company may use it as an auxUiary, but I think that even that is very 

637. Wherever railways have come into competition with water communica- 
tion, have they not beaten it ?— Invariably. „ . „ 

63d. Did you ever have much traffic upon it? — In the summer there is a 
tourist traffic, hut even that is very small. . ,, 

fi3g. For pleasure purposes, during the summer, there is a small amount ot 

Was it ever much used for business purposes ?— No, the time is too 

l0I f>4i. You have railways now in connexion with the Shannon ; one to Kil- 

laloe ? — Yes. , 

642 . Another touches it at Portumna r— Y es. 

643. And another at Banagher?- Yes. 

644. And the Midland Great Western Railway crosses it at Athlone ’-Yes. 
64s Bu a Lord.] Do you mean that there is communication at Killaloe wittt 

the deep water of the Shannon?-Not at present, but it is to be made to the 

deep water of the Shannon. , Grand 

646. Mr. Burke.] Whatever may happen to the Shannon, is not the 
Canal always a competitive route in the direction of Iamenck . « , 

^°647. And that is in the hands of independent individuals ?- Yes, of an 
independent Company. 6 4 s. Betweell 
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648. Between Killaloe and Limerick, who has the control?— It is in the 
hands of the Grand Canal Company. 

64s. Or of the Shannon Commissioners ?- Of the Shannon Commissioners- 
it is worked by the Grand Canal Company. 

650. Are they now working their canal at competitive rates with yon J— No 

we have an agreement with the Grand Canal Company ; they are working at 
competitive rates with the Great Southern and Western Company. ° 

651. You know that? — Yes; the Grand Canal Company. 



Mr. H'. Forbes. 
27 March 1862. 



Cross-examined by Sir Frederick Slade. 



652. Are you talking of the canal between Limerick and Killaloe ?— Yes. 

653. That is not the Grand Canal?— No ; it is worked by the Grand Canal 
Company. 

654. You are aware that the line from Limerick to Killaloe was made in 
order to avoid the difficulties of that navigation ? — So far as passengers are 
concerned. 

655. Are there not 14 or 15 locks? — Yes. 

656. Did I rightly understand you to tell their Lordships that there was no 
understanding or provision in the award made between your Company and the 
Great Southern and Western Company, to prevent your making lines in the 
South of Ireland? — No, I did not say that. 

657. What did you say ? — Mr. Burke asked me whether there was anything 
in the award which prevented the construction of railways ; I said, “ No.” 

658. By your Company ? — Not in the Great Southern and Western District. 

659. You cannot make them? — No. 

66 0. You cannot make, or assist in making, any lines in that district? — No. 

661. And you are confined to the yellow line? — Yes. 

662. From Dublin to.Athlone ana Ennis, and to the mouth of the Shannon ; 
that is your line ?— Yes. 

663. And you are limited to the north of that line, and are bound not to 
make, or assist in making, lines to the South? — Yes. 

664. Are you making the line between Ennis and Athenry ? — No. 

G65. Whose line is that ? — An independent company’s ; it is not made. 

666. Do you contribute at all ? — No. 

667. Do you know whether it was awarded that when that line was made 
the Great Southern and Western Company should have 50 per cent, of the 
profits ? — Yes. 

668. In your judgment, do you suppose, 50 per cent, of the profits being 
handed over to a company 50 miles off, that that line will ever be made ? — Yes, 
I think it will be made eventually. 

669. Who is to get the profit ?— It is an independent company ; that is, 
assuming that we work it. 

670. If the Great Southern and Western Company are to have 50 per cent, 
of the profits, do you suppose that it will he made ?— I think that it will. 

671. By a Lord.] Is the Bill for the line from Athenry to Ennis passed?— 
Yes. 

672. You say it is got by an independent company ?— Yes. 

673 But you say that the Great Southern and Western Company are to have 
50 per cent, of the profits ?— 1 That is, assuming that we work it from Athenry 
to Ennis. 

Re-examined by Mr. Burke. 



674 Do you mean that the Great Southern and Western Company are to 
have 50 per cent., or that the Midland Great Western Company are to have 50 
ner cent ' There is to be a division of the traffic in ease of competition.^ 

67 s. Does not it amount to this, that the 50 per cent, out of gross receipts is 
to be paid to somebody for working the railway .'—Yes. Let me refresh mj 
memory about the awards. . , , ., . _ 

676. Sir Frederick Slade.] Are those documents m your hand the two 

aW |577 S Mr. Burke.'] What is the second award?— “And that the traffic 
between Dublin and Ennis be open to the competition of both Companies, mid 
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that the Companies shall have equal through rates and fares for such traffic ; 
and that if at any time hereafter any line of railway shall be opened and 
worked between Ennis and Athenry, or between Ennis and any other town 
upon the Midland Great Western Railway, it shall be lawful for each of the 
said Companies, after such opening, to require an equal division of the gross 
receipts of the Dublin and Ennis traffic by both routes.” 

678. What is your interpretation of that? — My interpretation is, that in 
case the Great Southern and Western Company and we work into Ennis, there 
shall be an equal division of the traffic. 

679. Is it an independent Company now ? — Yes ; the Limerick and Ennis is 
an independent Company, and the Athenry and Ennis is also an independent 
Company. 

680. Could this award touch the powers of an independent company in any 
respect ? — N ot at all. 

681. The operation is, that if you take possession of the disputed district 
after the award, the profits shall be divided between you?— Yes, and in case 
the Great Southern and Western Company get a control of the traffic too; 
only in those two events. 

6S2. Between Limerick and Ennis, I believe, is in the hands of the Limerick 
and Waterford Railway Company? — Yes; it is worked by them. 

083. The Limerick to Killaloe navigation is the extension for navigable pur- 
poses of the Grand Canal, is it not ? It is used in the route between Dublin and 
Limerick? — Yes. 

684. And that latter part of the route is in the hands of the Shannon Com- 
missioners, I believe? — Yes- 

68.5. With reference to the award preventing the Midland Great Western 
Company making lines in the Great Southern and Western district ; that is so ? 
— Yes. 

686. Was not the- result of your experience that that competition between 
you, of making lines in each other’s districts, ended in injury to both Compa- 
nies? — Yes. 

687. Even without that award, by agreement between the two Companies, 
do you think they would have been insane enough to go 011 with that competi- 
tion?— I do not think that they could. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



William Lefann, Esq., is called in ; and, having been sworn, was examined by 
Mr. Phinn, as follows : 

688. YOU are an engineer of very great experience in the construction of 

railways in Ireland ? — Yes. _ \ 

689. I believe you are at present engineer to about twelve different lines r— 
Yes. 

690. You know this bit of line from Killonan to Castleconnell, and so on- 
wards ? — Yes, I know it very well ; 1 have known that country all my life, and 
I know the railway itself. 

691 . You are aware that a proposal is made by the Castleconnell Company, 
and agreed to by the Great Southern and Western Company, to sell the line to 
the Great Southern and Western Company ?— Yes. 

6g-2. Looking at the country and the condition of that line, without access to 
Limerick on the one hand, and with no further access on the other than Bird- 
hill, do you think it desirable that it should be in the hands of the Great 
Southern and Western Company ?— I think it is of very great importance. 

693. I believe you know exactly the state of the works as between Birdhill 

and Killaloe ? — Yes. _ . 

694. Will you describe to their Lordships exactly what it is ? — The line is 
open to Birdhill ; the line is finished to Killaloe ; not to the deep water, but 
possession has been got of the land to the deep water, and some work done. 
The line itself between Killaloe and Killonan is in a very unfinished state in 
many respects, and will require a very considerable outlay. There are no sta- 
tions except at Birdhill ; they are merely wooden places. At Birdhill there is 
a station ; at the other stations, at Enniscorthy, Nenagh Road, and Killaloe, 
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they are merely watch-boxes. A good deal of ballasting and a good deal of W. Lefann, Esq. 
fencing is required on the line : the thing is in an unfinished state. 

695. By a Lord.] Do they work it? — Yes, it is quite safe for working ; but 37 March 1862. 
a considerable outlay would be required to put it in a proper state. 

696. Mr. Phinn .] You have heard stated the financial condition of the 
Castleconnell liner — Yes. 

697. Would it be the interest of the Great Southern and Western Company 
to perfect the line, if it came into their hands? — No doubt; immediately they 
got it into their hands they would put it in a perfect state. It is, I believe, 
admitted by every one, that the Great Southern and Western Railway is the 
best kept line ih Ireland ; that it is equal to any in England ; they keep all 
their branches in quite as good order as their main line. On getting this line 
they would at once finish it to the deep water at Killaloe, and also put it in the 
same perfect order as their other lines and branches. 

698. 1 believe they have land which would enable them to finish the line to 
the deep water at Killaloe? — Yes. 

699. By a Lord.] What is the distance to the deep water ? — About three 



quarters of a mile, 

700. Mr. Phinn.] With your experience of working railways, do you think 
that it would be the interest of the Great Southern and Western Company to 
interfere with the navigation of I he Shannon at all, or to disturb it? I think 
not in the least ; I do not see what object they would have. Goods that go by 
the Shannon will always go by the Shannon ; they will not use the railway. 
Limerick goods will always use the canal barges, and will not tranship again 
and again. Passenger traffic will never, in my opinion, be carried in that way, 
because it can only be carried at great loss. People will never work passenger 
traffic in that way. A few tourists might go there in summer, but it would not 
be worth anybody’s while to work it. 

701 . The distance and the time would be a very serious impediment ? — 1 es ; 
to have a break at Killaloe, and again at Athlone, and up by the Midland Great 
Western Railway, making the distance altogether 156 miles. If you go to 
Banagher and by the Southern and Western Line, you have 140 miles with as 
many breaks. If you go by the Midland Great Western Line, it is a worse route, 
because you would have a break at Banagher, and also at two other places, so 
that all the routes would be equally bad. 

702. It is a question of time with regard to goods ; heavy goods do not want 

the same dispatch ?-No ; goods would always use the canal, and the railway 
could not interfere with them. T . 

-os The Preamble of the Bill recites, in the last recital, m page 2, that it 
is expedient to enable the Great Southern Company to carry the railway 
authorised to be made by ‘The Great Southern and Western Railway (Exten- 
sion) Act, 1861 ,’ across the public carriage road hereinafter mentioned on the 
level ’’ And there is a clause to carry that out, the 29 th clause : ■* subject to 
the provisions in this Act, and in the ‘ The Railways Clauses Consolidation 
Act ' contained, it shall he lawful for the Great Southern Company, in the con- 
struction of the Railway authorised to be made by the Great Southern and 
Western Railway (Extension) Act, 1861 ,’ to carry the same, with not exceeding 
a single line of railway, so long as the railway shall be a single line, and with 
not exceeding a double line of railway, if the railway shall be made a double 
line, across and on a level of the road numbered on the plans referred to in the 
said Act of 1861 , 96 , in the townland of Nenagh South, in the parish of 
Nenagh : provided always, that it shall not be lawful for the said Company, in 
shunting trains, to pass any trains over such level crossing, or to allow trams to 
stand across the same.” Have you a tracing to show their Lordships what the 
uroDOsal is ?— Yes ; I will give the general reasons first. 

P 7 P „ 4 . Where is this road?-It is a road leading from Nenagh to Templemore, 
on the Southern and Western Line. There is a considerable traffic j on i .t now, 
because Nenagh people, going to Dublin or to Cork, use it to 
more station, but that traffic will entirely cease when we open the raiway “ 
Nenarii Several of the people of that district have waited upon me , that is 
to say Mr. Bailey and Lord Dunally, who will be the people principally to use 
that road ; and they are both most anxious for the level crossing, and the 
feeling there is universal. Another reason is, that if we made a bnd a 



should have to take down 20 houses and to make an approach. 



705. I believe 
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W. Lc/ann, Eaq. 705. I believe the public authorities of that locality, the Town Commis- 

sioners, have presented a petition to their Lordships’ House in favour of that 

27 March 1862. mode of construction ? — Yes, and the Grand Jury. 

706. And there is a formal presentment of the Grand Jury in favour of the 
level crossing, who are the great custodians < f the public interests ? — Yes. I have 
had a great objection to a level crossing, but in getting up the working plans for 
this railway, I found very great difficulties in crossing this road in any other 
way except on a level. This map will explain it (the Witness explains the same 
to the Committee). I have brought this line, which is the formation line of the 
railway, as low as I can go, in order to drain it ; all this land is flooded land. 
I should have to raise that road 15 or 16 feet. I should only take down one 
side of the street ; but even so, I should take 20 houses. We should be 
obliged to make the station on this side of tlie road ( pointing out the same), in a 
a cutting 12 or 14 feet deep. We are very anxious to get it on this side of the 
road (pointing to the Map). We have a road coming on both sides, and we get 
the railway on the level there, and an approach both ways, instead ol all one 
way. 

707. By a Lord .] What is the rise of the bridge ? — One in 30. It runs the 
approach a long way out. In Ireland we are obliged to put 1 in 30 on any 
road where the mails are carried. The mail only goes by a one-horse cart from 
Nenagh to Templemore, but will cease as soon as the Railway is opened ; but 
even so, we are obliged to make it 1 in 30. 

708. What is the character of the country about Nenagh r— It is very hilly 
in this direction ( pointing to the Map) ; tlie incline of 1 in 30 is nothing. 

709. What kind of houses are those which you have scheduled to take down ? 
— Houses of artizans, and persons of that class ; they are chiefly carpenters, 
and men of that class. 

710. Mr. Phimi.] Are they a good class of houses for that district: — Yes, 

they arc very fair houses. It would he very expensive ; I should think that it 
would cost us about 3,000 1 . 1 should mention, that on lines in Ireland it is 

very different from what it is here. To Roscrea we have two trains a day, and 
none on Sunday ; and to Killarney there are only two trains a day. 

711. By a Lord.'] What is the population of Nenagh? — Ten thousand or 
12 , 000 . 

712. We understand the line from Killonan to Nenagh to be a single line ? 
— The whde of the line, for 52 miles down to Killonan, is a single line. The 
line has been opened for some time to Roscrea and Parsonstown, and the other 
portion is under contract from Roscrea to Birdhill. 

713. Mr. Phinn.] The line was only sanctioned last year? — Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Orme Malley. 

714. You have stated that the passenger traffic on the River Shannon is very 
insignificant? — So I have always seen it. 

7 1 5. And would be likely to be so ? — I think so. 

716. Is it not the fact that if any person is desirous of going from Limerick 
to Athlone, he must go round by the Great Southern and W estern Line, by 
Maryborough, Portarlington, and so on to Athlone ? — It could either go that 
way or across to Athenry. 

717. No railway is actually constructed from Ennis to Athenry? — No ; but 
I should say that the route which they would take would be nearly a direct 
route by Parsonstown and Banagher. 

718. Is not there a break in your line at Parsonstown ? — Yes. 

719. The only existing route is the route which I have already described as 
by Maryborough and Portarlington to Athlone? — That is the only continuous 
route by railway. 

720. Is not Ballinasloe one of the largest fairs in Ireland? — -I believe that it 
is the largest fair in the three kingdoms. 

721. Communication with it would also be in the way which I mention? 
The only present communication between Limerick and Ballinasloe completed 
by railway is as you say ; but an Act of Parliament is passed for the line from 
Ennis to Athenry, and that would be the route if it is made. 

722. But under the circumstances already detailed that is very unlikely. 
Will not the result of that be, that this large district of country intervening 

between 
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between that line leading from Limerick to Parsonstown and the sea will be IV. Ufa™, E?q. 
continually without railway communication? — The result of wliat? 

72;}. Jf left in the condition in which it is at present, will not the result of 27 March 3862. 
the compact between the Companies be to leave that part of the country with- 
out railway communication, unless the Ennis and Atlienry line be constructed? 

— I do not see what it lias to do with railway communication between them at 
all, because it does not lead to any. 

724. Is there any existing railway communication completed to afford accom- 
modation to that district of country ? —There is no existing route except round 
this wav { pointing to the Plan). If the Ennis and Athenry line is made, there 
will be a route also that way. 

725. Are you aware of the report of the Board of Trade in the Session of 
1861, with reference to giving powers to the Midland Great Western Company 
to transfer to the Great Southern and Western Company their shares in the 
Killaloe Extension ? — Yes ; I am aware there was such a thing. I have not read 
the report. 

726. Are you aware that they assign this as a reason why that should be 
granted : “ With respect to the proposed power to the Midland Company to 
transfer to the Great Southern and Western Company shares which the former 
Company held in the Killaloe Extension of the Limerick and Castleconnell 
Railway, my Lords would observe that the authority given by the Killaloe 
Extension Act of 1858 to the Midland Company to subscribe to that under- 
taking, which is not only not connected with, but at a considerable distance 
from the Midland Company’s Railway, probably arose out of the circum- 
stances that the Midland Company were then working steam-vessels on the 
River Shannon above Killaloe, and it may have been considered desirable 
to enable the Midland Company to assist in the construction of a portion of 
railway which would improve the line of communication _ between the Upper 
Shannon and Limerick, and which would also form a link in the routes by the 
Midland Railway and the Shannon, and by the Grand Canal and the Shannon, 
between Dublin and Limerick, by which competition might be maintained with 
the Great Southern and Western Railway between those places” ?— I have no 
doubt that what you read is in that report. I have never seen it before. 

727. And that competition was then recognised by the Board of Trade as an 
essential matter in connexion with that country ?— I have no doubt of it. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

728. You have mentioned the communication with the deep water at Killa- 

10e 72Q. Y Would you make it in case this Bill passed ?— The Board are fully 
prepared to make it, and are ready to put in any clause that the Committee 
Saypish to compel them to make it. They hare, as yet, no control over the 
Castleconnell Hallway, and I beliene that the Castleconnell Company did 
not wish to raise money for the expense of works just when they were going 
to sell their line. 

The Chairman states that the Committee will require a clause to be 
inserted seeuriug that the three-quarters of a mile of ratlway commurn- 
eation, down to the deep water, shall be made. 

730. Mr. Calvert .] I understand you to say that the goods by the Shannon 

will go by the canal to Limerick ?— Yes. , t never said 

You sar that there are no passengers on the Shannon.— i never sam 
that 3 - 1 said that I thought the passenger traffic to Dublin will never O o that 
way,' and I said that the passenger traffic un-the Shannon is : very smalL 

732. Would there he any passenger traffic coming along this bit, to the d p 

" Going : rfieTeT-From Killaloe to Limerick and the district surrounding 
it but the mata portion of the traffic on that line the whole mass o the 
taffic would Nenagh to Limerick, and I think it important that the 

; would not cattle 

wiring to go from the Shannon to Waterford, come along that . sho^ 
483- E4 
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W. Lefann, Esq. think that it would ; any traffic going to Waterford no doubt would, because 
they would not have a re-shipment. 

37 March 18612. 735. And is not that in reality the chief importance of that little bit r — 

I do not know ; I cannot give you what traffic there is from that district to 
Waterford. 

736. You are aware of the position of Ballinasloe ? — Yes. 

737. Supposing traffic was going from Ballinasloe to Waterford, would not 
that be a very natural course for it to take ? — I do not know' ; I think not ; I 
think that the traffic from Ballinasloe to Waterford would be by Ballinasloe, 
Athlone, and Kildare to Waterford ; or, if either of the two lines sanctioned is 
made, if the Ennis and Athenry line is made, they could come that way ; if 
the line which goes to the Roscrea Junction, as well as to Maryborough were 
made, that would be the way. 

7,38. Would it not be one means of communication, walking from Ballinasloe 
to the Shannon, and then being put upon the Shannon, and so coming down to 
Killaloe, and so making their way to Waterford?— It would be a way, but it is 
often very rough in the Shannon, and I do not think it would be approved 
when they can get direct by railway. 

739. You say that this line is one single line? — It is a single line for 52 
miles. 

740. Have, you not taken land for a double liner — We have ; we always do 
so in every branch that we have. 

741. Have yon not constructed your bridges for a double line ? — We always 
construct the over bridges for a double line ; the under bridges are constructed 
for a single line, because they can be doubled at any time, but the over bridges 
would be attended with great difficulty, and it is very little additional expense 
to take the land ; the severance is more than the land itself; we always take 
the land for a double line on all the branches. 

742. What kind of traffic would go upon it ; traffic from Dublin to Limerick? 
— I do not think that the passenger traffic from Dublin to Limerick would use 
it, but 1 have no doubt that the goods traffic would. 

743. Would those goods be delivered to the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany at Killonan ? — I suppose that they must, unless there are permissive clauses 
in the Bill for them to make agreements. 

744* They would be handed over at Killonan to the Waterford and Limerick 
Company? — Yes; but I think that the practical result would be that they 
would carry them in from there on fair terms. 

745. They would be able to come to some amicable arrangement? — I think 
so, because I do not think that they would wish to interfere with the traffic so 
near Limerick, for fear the Southern and Western Company would get in. 

74b. Why should that traffic not be delivered to the Waterford and Limerick 
Company at Birdhill, instead of being delivered at Killonan ? — The Waterford 
and Limerick Company have no power to take it at Birdliill ; that line belongs 
to another Company ; they could take it for so long as the agreement for six 
years lasted. 

747. Do you not know that, the Waterford and Limerick Company have a 
working agreement with the Castleconnell Company up to Birdhill, at the 
present time ? — Yes. 

748. That is good for six years, at any rate, is it not? — Yes; so I under- 
stand. 

749. Assuming that agreement to be in subsistence, is there any reason why 
the traffic should not be delivered to the Waterford and Limerick Company at 
Birdhill, and be treated by them as if it was delivered at Killonan ? — I think 
that there are very strong reasons ; I think that they would be very much 
inclined, and that it would be their interest to use that as a block line ; of 
course it is the best to use the shorter line, but 1 do not think that they would 
do so. 

750. By a Lord.'] W T bat do you mean by a ‘ c block line ” ? — If a man wanted 
to come from Parsonstown to Limerick, they would try to force him to go 
round by the junction. 

7.51. Mr. Calvert.] You said just now that the passengers would not go that 
way from the Dublin line ? — I said that they would not go by the Shannon, but 
I am not talking of Dublin now ; I say a man from Parsontowns, or any part of 
that district ; and if a man did choose to go to Dublin for any reason that way, 

I think 
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I think that he ought to be taken. My reason for thinking that the passenger 
traffic will not be taken that way is, that the mail service compels the Great 
Southern and Western Company to run very fast trains over the whole line 
from Dublin to Cork, and they do not like running fast trains in Ireland ; they 
like running as few trains as they cau, and they would not run a second fast 
train over a single line, so that 1 think that the main portion of the Dublin 
traffic would always go by the Limerick Junction, but some, no doubt, would go 
the other way. 

752. Supposing that a passenger is coming from Parsonstown, what difference 
of distance would the Waterford and Limerick Company gain by receiving him 
at Birdhill instead of at the Limerick Junction ? — It is not their line from Bird- 
hill to Killonan at all. 

753. You have admitted the working agreement ?— That is different ; they 
are not paid a per-centage of the traffic ; they are paid a mileage for the trains 
which they run, so that a passenger coming that way would be no advantage 
to them. 

754. You think that it would be the difference between four miles and 
22 miles ? — 1 think so. If the other line from Killonan to Birdhill belonged to 
them, and they had an interest in a passenger going that way, of course it 
would be different. 

755. You are aware that they have already a certain amount of capital in 
that line ? — They have 5,000 l. 

756. Is not it the case that the Great Southern and Western Company have 
made pretty strong attempts to destroy the independence of the Waterford and 
Limerick Company ?— I do not know that at all. 

757. Did not the Great Southern and Western Company, without the know- 
ledge of the Waterford and Limerick Company, insert advertisements in the 
papers, and notices for an Act of Parliament for that purpose ? — I am not 
aware of any of those transactions in the least degree ; I do not know it of my 
own knowledge. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phinn. 



758. Do you think that the traffic, such as it is, from Ballinasloe to Lime- 
rick, or from Limerick to Ballinasloe would support a steamer ? — Certainly not ; 
there are only two great fairs in the year, and the traffic would be confined to 
those fairs. 

759. Six months in the year the passenger steamers never did run, did they : 

• — 1 do not know much about them. _ 

760. Is there any cattle conveyed on the Shannon ; putting pigs aside for 
the moment ; are the steamers constructed for carrying cattfe ? — I believe not ; 
I believe that there are no cattle carried. 

761. By a Lord.] In any of the Acts of the Castleconnell Company, or any 

other Company, are there powers to construct a railway down to the deep 
water?— No, they never got Parliamentary powers to go to the deep water. 
The Shannon Commissioners had possession of the intermediate land, and they 
have sold it to the Castleconnell Company, and the Castleconnell Company have 
let a contract for the works up to the deep water, which if we get the line we 
will make. , .. . n . 

762. They did it without Parliamentary powers? — Yes ; it tne ujeat 
Southern and Western Company get the Bill, they will make the line, and go 



next Session for Parliamentary powers. . . . „ 

76’. Mr. Phinn.] I believe that the Shannon Commissioners let them nave 
the land at a moderate rate ?— I do not know what they gave for the land ; 1 
believe that the Shannon Commissioners in many cases have given us the land 
for what they paid for it themselves. . r> r * 

,64 In spite of the report of the Board of Trade, I believe that Parliament 
gave us an interest of 10,000 l. in the Castleconnell line by the Act which 1 

hold in my hand!— Yes. Witness is directed to withdraw. 



483 - 



F 



W. Lrfann, Esq. 
27 March iSGa. 
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W. Haughton, Esq. 



27 March j 862. 



William Houghton , Esq., is called in ; and having been Sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Phinn , as follows : 

765. I believe that you are Chairman of the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company? — I am. 

766. ' They are the promoters jointly with the Castleeonnell Company of this 
Bid?— Yes. 

767. We have heard the circumstances attending the making of the agree- 
ment for the purchase of the line ; were you at that time aware of this working 
agreement with the Waterford and Limerick Company ?— I know nothing of 
the arrangements with tire Waterford and Limerick Company. 

76S. If there is any claim on the part of the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany, if their Lordships please to pass this Bill, it will be recognised and pro- 
vided for with your full assent ? — Certainly. 

769. Are you also prepared to pledge the Company to carry the line to the 
deep water at Killaloe in case of your getting this Bill?— The Board came to 
that determination before I left home. 

770. It is suggested that you would use this line unfairly as against the 
Limerick and Waterford Company ; you are at Birdhill, are you not, by 
Parliamentary sanction ? — The line is now in course of construction. 

771. Parliament has sanctioned your being at Birdhill ; then when you have 
to work the ] 3 miles further on, whether you are to complete this purchase or 
not, should that effect the Limerick and Waterford Company in any way after 
the expiration of their agreement r — I do not exactly understand the question. 

77 -2. Would your working those 13 miles in any way affect the interests of 
the Waterford and Limerick Company when their working agreement is pro- 
perly provided for? — Not so far as regards the working of the line. 

773. I believe that you know all the transactions between the Waterford and 
Limerick Company and the Great Southern and Western Company ; is it true 
that they made overtures to you first, or you to them r — We never made over- 
tures to them on any occasion. 

774. And did they make them to you? — Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

775. When did vou commence negotiations with the Castleeonnell Company ? 
—At the latter end of December I860. I cannot call them negotiations; 
there were no negotiations, except between the chairman, Sir Richard De 
Bourgho and myself, and the deputy chairman. 

77O. Do you live at Limerick? — No, in Dublin. 

777. Where was it that the meeting took place?— At the solicitor’s office in 
Ely-place. 

778. Where was the first interview between you and the chairman of the 
Castleeonnell Company ? — In Ely-place, in Dublin. 

779. You cannot say the exact day? — I heard it stated here that it was the 
31st of December I860 ; 1 have no doubt that that was the date. 

780. Had you more interviews with him than one? — Only one. 

781. Was any document then signed ? — Yes. 

782. Was that considered a binding agreement ? —If sanctioned by Parlia- 
liament, certainly. 

783. Then it was not subject to any subsequent approbation of either Board ? 
— Distinctly, it was left to our Board to confirm it. 

784. Will you state exactly what took place at that meeting? — The solicitor 
of the. Company, Mr. Barrington, called upon me, and to my very great sur- 
prise informed me that Sir Richard De Bourgho wished for an interview with me 
upon the subject of the purchase of the Castleeonnell line, that Company having 
been previously hostile to the Great. Southern and Western Company; but 
having a Bill then before Parliament for the purpose of constructing a line 
from Roscrea through Nenaghto Birdhill, and that Bill being opposed, 1 thought 
that it would be very desirable to see Sir Richard De Bourgho, and find what his 
views were. He simply told me that he wished to sell the line at par. I asked 
for a particular statement of the accounts of the Company, and I -was furnished 
with the accounts in detail, by which I discovered that the sum expended on a 

railway 
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railway of between 13 and 14 miles was only 70,000/.; that is, 5,000/. a mile, 
the smallest sum which was ever expended on a railway in Ireland ; I therefore 
thought the case very well worthy of the consideration of the Great Southern 
and Vv estern Company that they might have the power of going on continuously 
to Killonan. The amount paid up by the proprietors being only 17,000/., 
I thought it not worth while making a bargain as to a sum so small as that’ 
whether we got it at a discount or not ; because if we purchased the line we 
must pay the creditors in full, and therefore I said at once, “ We will take the 
line from you on those conditions.” The deputy chairman was with me. Of 
course it was to be confirmed by the Board, and that was done. 

7 85. You are aware that there was then a Bill in Parliament besides your 
own, which was brought in by the Castleconnell Company? — I have already 
stated so. 

786. Were you aware that the Waterford and Limerick Company were in 
any way parties to that Bill ? — I believe that they were. 

787. You knew it at that timer — Yes. 

788. Then you knew that the Waterford and Limerick Company, in concert 
with the Castleconnell Company, were, in the name of the Castleconnell Com- 
pany, promoting an adverse Bill ?— Yes ; and also, I believe, they were pro- 
moting a Bill to go further north, so as to interfere with the Great Southern and 
Western Company iu coming to Dublin by means of ’the Midland line; that 
was declared to be their intention at the time. 

789. Do you mean that there were any negotiations for such a Bill at that 
time ? — I am not aware that there were negotiations. 

790. Then they were promoting a line up to Roscrea, and not any other line ? 
— Not any other before Parliament. 

791. Then what dp you mean by telling the Committee that they were pro- 
moting a line in another direction ? — It was currently reported, and I believe it 
to have been the case. 

792. That the Castleconnell Company, or the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany, was promoting that line ? — The Waterford and Limerick Company. 

793. Just point out where the supposed line is (the Witness points out the 
same) ? — The route would be just as short one way as the other, I believe. 

794. And what is their proposal? — From Nenagh to Bannagher. 

79. 1 ). Should you be surprised to hear that this is the first that the Waterford 
and Limerick Company knew of that ? — I should be very much surprised to 
hear that the chairman of the Company did not know of it. 

796. I believe that as long ago as September you wrote to Sir Edmund 
M £ Donald upon these subjects, “ VV'e took up Sir Richard De Bourgho at Cork, 
and got from him the information that they are determined to go on with the 
Castleconnell line as far as Nenagh, the Waterford and Limerick Company have 
undertaken to subscribe 25,000/. to it;” is that part of the letter? — That is 
coi'rect. 

797. You knew that as long ago as August ? — Yes. 

798. You knowing that there was a contract between the Castleconnell Com- 
pany and the Waterford and Limerick Company, to carry on the line to Roscrea 
for the benefit of those two Companies, thought proper to enter into an arrange- 
ment by which the Castleconnell Company should break their faith with the 
'Waterford and Limerick Company and join you; is that it? — Certainly. 

799. I believe you have stated that you were aware that there was an 
undertaking to lease the line. “ The Waterford and Limerick Company under- 
take to lease the Castleconnell line, I believe, at four per cent.” ?— Yes, I 
believe so. 

800. Therefore, you thought it proper to try and break this arrangement 
between these two Companies, and to make a new compact for the benefit of 
your Company ?— 1 have nothing to say to the breaking of it. They made me 
a proposal, and asked me whether I assented to it, and I did. 

801 . Do you know that it was made behind the backs of the Waterford and 
Limerick Company, and without their knowledge r — I know nothing of that 
except what I have heard in this room. 

802. Did you ask Sir Richard De Boui-gho whether he had given notice to 
the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — I did not ask him auy question upon 
the subject. 

483. . F2 



W. Haughton, Es-|. 



27 March 1862. 
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W. Houghton, Esq- 



37 March 1862. 



P. Read, Esq. 



Re-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

S03. My learned friend has said, “ Did you know that the Company were 
going to break faith?” did you know of any existing contract between them? — 
Certainly not. 

804. You thought that Sir Richard was perfectly competent to deal with 
you ? — I thought that he was quite competent to deal with the affairs of his 
own Company. 

805. You saved a Parliamentary contest, and got a line? — That was one of 
the very great objects which I had, and having 10,000/. in the line. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Phinn states that this concludes the case of the Promoters of the 
Bill. 



Philip Read, Esq., is called in ; and having been Sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Onne M alley, as follows : 

806. YOU reside on tire banks of Lough Derg, I believe ? — I do. 

807. And you are a justice of the peace for the county Galway ? — Yes. 

808. Have you taken a deep interest for several years in the improvement of 
that district bounding the River Shannon? — I have. 

809. You are. intimately acquainted with its navigation from Athlone to Kil- 
laloe, I believe r — Intimately. 

810. Have you expended a considerable sum in the improvement of that 
navigation ? — No. 

8 1 1 . Have you expended any money in the improvement of that portion of 
the country which you inhabit? — Very largely. 

812. The navigation, I believe, passes your residence ? — It does. 

813. And was established about 35 years ago ? — Yes. 

814. 'I ‘he City of Dublin Steam Packet Compan}' under the direction of 
Mr. Williams, I believe, worked it extensively for a series of years? — They 
did. 

815. And they built extensive quays and wharves, and other accommodation 
for the navigation ? — They did. 

8 1 6. Some impediments existed, I believe, in the bed of the channel at that 
time to the navigation, which have been since removed, and I believe that the 
Shannon Commissioners have expended large sums of money in the improve- 
ment of that navigation ?— They have. 

817. The landowners in the district, I believe, are assessed for the repay- 
ment of that sum. of money so expended by the Shannon Commissioners ? — 
They were assessed. 

818. Have they repaid the entire amount expended by the Shannon Com- 
missioners i — They were assessed at a very large sum, several hundred thousand 
pounds. 

8 1 9. By a Lord.'] Have they paid it ? — They have. 

820. Mr. Or me Malley .] Do you recollect when the Midland Great Western. 
Company established steamers upon the Shannon ? — I do. 

821. That was in the years 1847, 1848, and 1849, I believe? — They have 
continued it up to the period of the award, or a little after, to 1859 and 1860. 
They commenced, I believe, in 185/. 

822. And they established a competition with the Dublin Steam Packet Com- 
pany on the Shannon? — They did. 

823. That opposition, I believe, continued for 10 months, or so ? — I beg your 
pardon, it continued much longer. 

82a. Plow long, from your own knowledge, did it continue ? — I know that it 
continued two seasons. 

825. Did the boats of both Companies continue to ply upon the Shannon for 
those two seasons ? — Yes ; but at some period of the second season the City of 
Dublin boats ceased : they withdrew them. 

826. You have seen the boats plying upon the Shannon, and taking passen- 
gers ? — I have no other means of travelling. 

827. But 
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827. But you have frequently travelled by them?— I have no other means, P. Read, Esq. 

■unless I am to go a very great distance. 

828. Will you state what accommodation they afforded during the time they n -l March 1S62. 
continued on the Shannon ?— Originally, a Mr. Grantham established these 

steamers, and I myself took a deep interest in getting them up ; that is nearly 
40 years ago ; he was a private individual, an engineer of very great energy ; 
then the City of Dublin Company took it up, and I also at that time took a 
great interest, for I went to reside in that country. 

829. Will you come to the time of the making of the award ; are you aware 
.of the award which was made between the two Companies the Great Southern 
and Western, and the Midland Great Western r — I am aware that there was 
an award made. 

S30. And you are aware of the contents of that award? — I am. 

831. Are you aware of the effect which that award as entered into between 
the two Companies has upon that district of country in which you are in- 
terested?— I consider the effect of that award to be so fatal to the interests of 
the country in which I reside, and in which I have laid out, at least, 30 , 000 1 ., 
that if I had known it would have been made, I never would have expended 
the money. The effect of the award is this, that there never can be a line of 
-railway made in a district of 4,000 square miles of country'', because one Rail- 
way Company have bound themselves by that award not to pass the River 
Shannon, and the other Railway Company, of course, will have no inducement 
to work a line into their rivals’ main line, and no independent line could be 
made from Dublin into that country, the country would not admit of it. 

832. Let me draw your attention to this clause of the award : “ That neither 
Company shall make, promote, assist, or encourage any lines of railway or 
branch canals to any point beyond the boundary line now awarded, or intended 
•to join a portion of the line, in contravention of such boundary ; nor, in the 
event of any lines being made by other parties, shall either of the Railway 
Companies, directly or indirectly, enter into any alliance or arrangement with 
such parties to or from any point which can fairly be considered and determined 
by an arbitrator as within the scope and intention of this our award.” In refer- 
ence to any independent company not receiving any assistance from either Com- 
pany, what effect is that calculated to have upon the railway communication in 
that district ? —It has rendered it absolutely and positively impossible. ; and it 
is not that I speak from idea, but it is a fact, and T think that it will be confirmed 
bv the witness who will follow me, that a railway which has been attempted to 
be made in that direction has been obliged to be given up ; it could not be 
made. I am myself at this moment engaged in it, and it is an impossibility as 
long as that clause exists ; it is very well for engineers to say so, but it is a 
practical impossibility. 

833 - By a Lord.] Will you point out to us the district to which you are re- 
ferring? — ( 77 ?e Witness points out the same.) 

834. Mr. Orme Malley.] Under the award, the entire district of country 
which is represented on the whole of that map is, I believe, partitioned 
between the Midland Great Western and thd Great Southern and Western 



Companies ? — Yes. 

835. Will you point out the line of partition which divides that country 
between the two Companies, commencing at Dublin ? — ( The Witness points 
out the same.) 

836. A portion of the district south of Ennis and south of Lough Derg is in 
the district of the Great Southern and Western line, is it not ?— Yes. 



837. The award has partitioned this district of country between the two 
Companies, has it not ? — No. 

838. Will you state to the Committee the connexion which the proposed 
branches will' have with that system?— This small portion, from Killolan to 
Killaloe, is the only portion of the whole system of railways to the south of the 
Shannon which is required to carry into full effect the award between these 
•two great Companies, by which they exclude the whole of this territory ( point- 
ing to the Plan) from ever having a railway ; therefore it becomes of the first 
importance to the landowners along this district to prevent, if they can, their 
Lordships granting this line, inasmuch as it would have the effect of completing 
Lhe whole arrangements of the award, by which their country is totally excluded 
.from ever having a railway . 

483. f 3 839. When 
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P. Read , Esq. 839. When you say that this agreement prevents any independent Company 

from working a railway in the tract of country which you have mentioned, how 

27 March 1862. is it consistent, with the project of the Ennis and Athenry line ? — It has been 
. totally destroyed by the very agreement. 

540. How do you mean destroyed ?•— It will never be made ; there is a clause 
in that agreement which was the most singular in the whole of that wonderful 
award, which has affected us so seriously that as regards a Company whose 
railway is not a railway within 50 miles of us ; namely, the Southern and 
Western, whose nearest branch is at the junction at Tipperary, and that is 48 
miles, should this railway be made, (and it can only be worked by the Midland 
great Western Company) they are to get half the profits. No Company could 
work this independently, for half of their profit is to be given to a Company 
which is only within 50 miles of it, so that practically it destroys the power of 
that railway ever being made. 

541. Is the Ennis and Athenry line in course of construction ?— Certainly 
not, and there is not the least hope of its ever being made. 

842. By a Lord .] Supposing this Bill not to pass, and this bit to remain 
independent, what better chance is there of making the railway r —That is 
quite a fair question to ask, but it is rather a difficult one to answer. I hope 
that the effect will he that these two great Companies will reconsider this 
shameful and unconstitutional contract by which they exclude a great portion 
of Ireland from having any Railway, and that they will alter it. 

843. Mr. Or me Medley .] I believe that you made several applications to the 
Companies in reference to this particular line of communication? — A great 
many ; not to the Companies ; to one of the Companies. 

844. To which of the Companies? — The Midland Great Western. 

845. In addition to what you have stated, why do you apprehend the results 
of this particular line being under the management and control of the Great 
Southern and Western Company ?— Because they have shown the most deter- 
mined resolution to destroy the only means of communication which we have, 
namely, the Shannon navigation. By the first award, they held and absolutely 
stated in the award, that it w-as most beneficial to the interests of the kingdom 
that it should be maintained ; that was in connexion with the Grand Canal, 
for they expected to purchase it. I hold that that is merely an illusory promise, 
for within three months afterwards, as soon as Parliament refused to give them 
the Grand Canal as they required, they absolutely, in the middle of the summer, 
when their boats were doing the most business, and when tourists were moving 
from England and everywhere, took them off; about the 1st of July they ceased 
the navigation altogether, and except for a short interval, when a Bill was before 
their Lordships last Session, they left the boats rotting in the harbour of 
Killaloe. 

846. Some of the witnesses have stated that the steamers were put upon the 
Shannon between the months of July and October? — So they were. 

847. Is putting steamers upon the Shannon in an isolated portion of the 
year calculated fairly to develop the traffic upon the navigation? — Their 
Lordships know that it is not. 

84S. From your present residence, how many miles have you to go before 
you can avail yourself of railway accommodation? — I have to travel backwards 
and forwards 72 miles to the Midland Great Western Line. 

849. When going to Dublin, for instance r — Yes. 

850. By a Lord"] You mean that you are 36 miles from a railway ? — Yes. 

851. From what point ? — From Ballinasloe ; I mean statute miles. 

852. Mr. Or me Malley.] Before the Shannon was closed, what means had 
you of communicating with Dublin ?— I had it every day ; 2 J miles. 

853. Is it probable that any independent Company can effectively work those 
steamers upon the Shannon without the aid and assistance of either of the 
Companies? — I think that without assistance and aid they could, provided there 
was a good feeling towards an independent Company ; I think that if they 
worked them with good faith, with an independent Company they could be 
worked, hut I think that very unlikely from what has already occurred. 

854. By a Lord.] What do you mean by “ good faith ” ? — I mean giving 
every fair and legitimate assistance, and not throwing difficulties in their way. 

855. Mr. Orrne Malley.] If a railway from Limerick by Birdhill to Killaloe 
he opened, in immediate connexion with the Shannon, and be worked in con- 
nexion 
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nexion with its navigation up to that point, do you think that it would be a 

havin^nut ™? ertakln & 1 th *f k so .> and 1 have given the best proof of it bv 
having put some money m a railway in connexion with it. 

i. fit?'*/ “ Z T A] ^ hat rdlwa 5' is ftat ''■-(The Witness points out the same). It 
^ ,s , now bein S °l >e, ' ecl - A Bill has been passed 

y raili ament for extending that line to the deep water of the Shannon. The 
consequence would be, that this line being opened immediately, and this line 
being constructed (pointing to the plan), there would be deep water from thence 
to ivillaioe, and it would form a northern communication running up to every 
part ot the north, because there is a line which is opened, I believe this very 
week, which opens the entire north of Ireland, and will, for the first time since 
Ireland was under your Government, enable the north to communicate directly 
with the south. There never has been a road from the north to the south of 
Ireland before. 

8,57. How far would the station at Bauagher be from your residence if it was 
opened to Banagher r — If it was opened, we would have steamers down. 

85S. What company is to work the line down to Banagher ?— The Midland 
Great Western. We hoped to get haulage agreements with the Southern and 
Western Company, but they have refused to give them. It runs into the two 
railways at Clara. They have a joint station at Clara. But I think that award 
prevents one Company doing it, and the other Company would not. So that 
even there we are at the mercy of the Southern and Western Company. They 
have an absolute agreement that the Midland Great Western Company shall 
not do it. 



859. Mr. Orine Medley . ] Are you aware that that line to which you have 
referred was obtained in the expectation that the mode of communication by 
the Shannon would be open and available? — Undoubtedly, it was a part of the 
plan. We endeavoured, up to yesterday, to get terms from the Southern and 
Western Company for haulage, and they will not do it, so that that shows how 
completely the independent Company is dependent upon these two great Com- 
panies, that no expenditure of capital or energy has the least effect while, this 
resolution is maintained of not allowing either Company to work the line. 

860. You have spoken of the communication with the north, and of the 
necessity of having a facility in that direction ; will you just point the attention 
of the Committee to the importance of a communication down to Waterford 
and the South ? — It enables the whole of this country to go direct to Water- 
ford. If this communication from Banagher by the Shannon was opened to 
here (pointing to the map), it would enable the whole of this country to go direct 
to Waterford as well as to Cork. It would, in fact, open the whole kingdom. 
I really may be sanguine, but I think that it would be one of the greatest 
improvements made in Ireland. 

861. Would it be the interest of the Waterford Company especially to work 
that Killaloe Branch effectively ? — Yes, I think that it would be the interest of 
the three Railway Companies. I think they are all taking a narrow view of it. 
I think that it is to the interest of the Midland Great Western Company to 
open that communication. It is the cheapest feeder they could have, and 
I think it is the interest of the Southern and Western Company, and also of the 
W T aterford Company. I think they are all taking a narrow view in endeavouring 
to destroy that grand river. 



P. Read, Esq. 
27 March 1862. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

862. You have not quite answered the noble Lord’s question. How will the 

working of those 13 miles of railway by one Company instead of another, affect 
all these questions which you have been discussing ? — In no way one Company 
more than another. , 

863. You are aware that the line is sanctioned to Birdhill, and exists from 
Birdhill to Killonan ? — Yes. 

864. What is your objection to the Southern and Western Company having 
the 13 miles instead of its being left in the hands of an insolvent Company? — 
I do not know anything about the insolvency, but I know that the Southern and 
Western Company have, the steamers rotting in the harbour of Killaloe at this 
moment ; I know that they have given us no promise even of assistance for 

p 4 haulage 
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P. Bead, Esq. haulage ; and I know that it is the interest of the other Company, if they have it, 
to open the communication. 

27 March 1862. 865. Do you believe that those 13 miles being left in the hands of a Com- 

pany in difficulties, will either put steamers on the Shannon, or induce the 
Southern and Western Company to work them? — Certainly not; but I 
would compel the Southern and Western, and the Midland Great Western. 
Companies, in my opinion, to come to a more legitimate and constitutional 
agreement than the one which they have, which destroys so much of the 
kingdom. 

So 6. Will you tell me what there is in that award to prevent any 
independent Company constructing a line ? — With the greatest ease. I will 
give you a practical case. A line was got in the last Session of Parliament 
by Lord Clanricarde from Parsonstown ; it was not taken across the river- 
because the trains could only come down to the east side of the river, and the 
same Company dare not take them across, so that that must be given up and 
cannot be carried into the town of Portumna one mile. 

867. What is to prevent its being done, if there is money to make the line ? 
— I think it very unadvisable to get a system of carriages and steamers to work- 
one mile. 

868. Then your evidence is that this award has destroyed competition 
between the two Companies, and that one Company will not assist an inde- 
pendent Company to the prejudice of the other ? — No, it is no such thing; it is 
that they cannot do it. This is a very fine country ; supposing a railway was 
made down to Nenagh in this direction, {-pointing to the plan) and it could, 
not be worked by the Southern and Western Company, so that another Com- 
pany must work it, three Companies must work a distance of 30 miles ; it 
becomes an impossibility. 

869. You know when the award was made in 1S60? — Yes. 

S70. Did you not put your money in the line from Clara to Nenig, after the 
award was made ? — No doubt. 

871. Did not my Lord Clanricarde promote his line to Portumna after the 
award was made ? — We did not know the full effect of it for a time. 

872. Did he, or did he not promote the line from Parsonstown on to Portumna 
after the award was made ? — His Lordship will be able to answer these ques- 
tions himself. 

873. You know it ?— I know that he did. 

874. There are two independent companies which were actually started last 
year. After you had got your Nenig line passed in the House of Commons, did. 
not some sinister influence, neither of the great Companies, set your directors by 
the ears, and try to get it withdrawn in the House of Lords, by your own directors ? 
— Certainly. 

875. And that sinister influence was neither of the great Companies, I think? 
— No, it was a private matter. 

876. You have said that you have taken a great interest in the Shannon. 
Have you ever had any shares in any of the steamers ? — Yes, in the City of Dublin 
Company. 

877. Did you ever get any dividend ? — Certainly ; 6 per cent. 

878. Up to when? — Up to the time that I held them. 

879. When did you part with them ? — A good many years ago, but I believe 
they are paying 5 per cent, at this moment. 

880. 1 mean on the Shannon? — They were all one Company. 

881. Did you hear the manager of the Dublin Packet Company examined in 
this room this morning? — Yes. 

882. Did you hear that he -would be very happy to offer his steamers for any 
price ? — They arb very respectable gentlemen, but officers giving evidence, I think, 
have some way of arranging accounts that 1 cannot understand. 

883. Are you aware of the offer being made, even by the Southern Company, 
to sell their steamers at half-price? — We never could ascertain what the half-price 
was. 

884. They had to pay 7,000 l. for them under the award? — They were valued 
by Mr. Samuelson, but I know that they let them rot ; they would not even allow 
them to be painted. I think their object was to let them rot, rather than use 
them. 

885. And do you think that the rejection of this Bill would make them use 

them? 
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them f-I do not think it will, but I think it will be the means of making them 
come to some better understanding uith the large proprietary, and with the 
public at large and the nation. J 

886. That is the object with which you oppose this Bill ?— Undoubtedly 

887. In fact, if you can, to break up the award f-I have not the least doubt 

of it ; that is i my great object ; to let the nation and the island get a fair start 
We were confiscated three or four times, but to be confiscated by two railway 
companies is too bad. J 



P. Read, Esq. 
27 March 1862. 



Re-examined by Mr. Or me Malley. 

888. You said, in answer to my learned friend, that you were aware of the 
award when you promoted that company; were you aware of the practical 
working of the award, and of its effect upon the country ? — Not to the extent 
that I am now. 

889. ’When you said that it was immaterial in which company the working of 

that branch line to Killaloe was vested, did you mean to say that ic was imma- 
terial if it was in the hands of the Waterford and Limerick Company ? No ; 

I think it would be better for us if it was in the hands of the Waterford and 
Limerick Company. 

890. That would, in some degree, interfere with the monopoly existing between 
the two companies •s’— Yes, because they would have an interest in opening the 
Shannon ; the other company have an interest in closing it. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



The Marquess of Clanricarde is examined by Sir Frederick Slade, as follows : 

891. YOUR Lordship is the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Galway? — Yes. The Mar u ss of 

892. .And very much interested in that country? — Yes. Clanricarfa 

893. Does Galway lie on the west of Lough Derg and the Shannon? — Yes. 

894. Your Lordship is aware of a proposal now before Parliament, that the 
Great Southern and Western Railway Company should purchase the line which 
is called the Killonan and Castleconnell Line ? — Yes. 

89.5. Your Lordship is also aware that there is a line of railway, running from 
Birdhill, in course of construction, to Roscrea?— Yes. 

896. And that there is a small branch, running from Birdhill towards Killaloe, 
terminating some distance from the deep water? — Yes; I have not seen the 
termination. 

897. In your Lordship’s opinion, what would be the result of allowing the 
Great Southern and Western Company to become the owners of that under- 
taking? — I think it would, in the first place, be ruinous to the navigation, because 
it seems evident that their interest will be, as railway owners, antagonistic to that 
navigation; and I judge also from what has been the effect of the interest and 
the influence of the two railways. A second effect that it would have, which I 
think is still more injurious to the country, because what I have now stated might 
perhaps be remedied by clauses inserted in the Bill, more or less, would be, that 
it would put the whole of that district of country, which other witnesses have 
pointed out, entirely at the mercy of the two main trunk railway companies, 
which have divided all the traffic and interest of Ireland between them ; not only 
with regard to the railroad, as it is at present, but also with regard to inland navi- 
gation. They are now the owners of three steamboats, which have been lying 
idle at Killaloe for some time, and of course they having the power over that 
navigation, if they had the railway, as it is proposed by the Bill, it would render 
it impossible to revive that navigation which, generally speaking, has provided a 
rival mode of traffic for the goods especially, but also for passengers for a great 
many years, until what is commonly called the award came out, I think, about a 
year ago. They gave me notice, at Portumna, that the steamboats were to be 
stopped, and tliey were stopped ; the consequence of which is, that a man who 
lives where I do, at Portumna, has to travel on foot, or how he can, there being 
only mail cars in that direction, 20 statute miles to Ballinasloe, and to go down 
by one railway, or to travel 14 miles to Parsonstown, without, 1 am afraid, from the 
experience of the last year, any hope or prospect of ever getting a railway any 

483. G nearer, 
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The Marquess of nearer, or any nearer to the whole of that country from Portumna to the sea, 

■ Clanricarde . j n consequence of what we understand to be the terms of the award. I am 
" strongly of the opinion which was very clearly expressed by the Board of Works 

27 March 1862. j ast y ear> which, with the permission of the Committee, I will shortly quote, 
because it gives my own opinion and feeling, and that of the country, very 
strongly. That Report stated, “ it deserves consideration whether the whole of 
the award should not be produced, with a view to its being considered whether the 
general arrangements which it might establish are such as to have the sanction 
of Parliament ; for the effect of sanctioning a portion of the award as proposed 
in this Bill” (the Bill then under consideration) “might be hereafter regarded 
to be a confirmation by Parliament of the whole award.” I do not believe 
that Parliament has ever seen that award but, practically speaking, it ex- 
cludes the whole of that country. I formed the project which I heard 
adverted to just now; our object was to get in any way we could a railway 
to Portumna. I have correspondence in my possession of some years’ standing, 
six or seven years, with the late Sir Matthew Barrington, and I have a 
letter also, dated in June 1860, from that firm, stating positively that they 
were about to make a railway in that direction ; and I recollect perfectly well 
speaking to Sir Matthew Barrington, one day, and to Sir Edmund Macdonald in 
my own house, who assured us that we should have a railway .from their line to 
the brink, of the Shannon, and I was ready to subscribe largely, but Sir Matthew 
Barrington’s expression to me was, “ Oh, no; keep your money to continue the 
railway in your own county; we will make it to the brink of the Shannon.” But 
from the moment the award was made, the whole of that was totally altered, and 
not only will they not make such a railway, but neither company can work it. 
There is a railway projected from Clara to run down to Nerrig, and to cross the 
Shannon there. There is also one projected, which Parliament has sanctioned, 
from Parsonstown to Portumna, showing that Parliament considers that that dis- 
trict ought to be provided for, but, undoubtedly, the people of that country are 
not in a condition, as I fear is the case with the people of most agricultural dis- 
tricts, to make and work a railway. I have always understood that railways which are 
made in that way to feed trunk lines are, in most instances, and almost always, 
worked bv the trunk lines ; but by that award, as it is called, we understand that 
neither of these lines can be worked, because, if you cross that yellow line in any 
direction, there must be a fresh company to work, the instant you get across the 
line ; the consequence is, that that line is an obstruction which you cannot pass, 
because, as was just now stated, you may make a railway undoubtedly from 
Parsonstown to Portmuna, but we cannot cross the Shannon. It is quite true 
that. I was aware of the general terms of that award when I, for one, promoted 
such a line ; but I did not know that it was so stringent as that at the time I 
did so ; the whole stringency of that award was not before us. We are again 
thrown hack, therefore, to this question of Lough Derg ; when that line was pro- 
jected, I think it was recited in the Bill, and, undoubtedly, one of the greatest 
inducements to make it was this very question of the navigation of Lough Derg. 

Sy8. That was your Lordship’s line to Portumna ? — Yes ; from Parsonstown. 
This Killaloe line was then either before Parliament, or had just been sanctioned. 
We all understood that a line was to be made from Limerick to Killaloe, and we 
made our line, relying partly upon the local as well as the through traffic between 
Parsonstown and Limerick, and between Portumna and Limerick, assisting that 
line between Parsonstown and Portumna very considerably. But according to 
this Bill, and the proposal under the consideration of the Committee, it will stop 
short a considerable way from the deep water, to give no running powers over 
that line ; in short, to make it simply a line to the village of Killaloe. No man 
in his senses would say, that either the Great Southern and Western, or any other 
company would make a railway to the village of Killaloe. It was projected not 
for that, but for the through traffic to Lough Derg. It was so stated, I believe. 
And what we apprehend now is, that if it is transferred to this great Company, it 
would stop and never be carried on for that purpose ; that there will be no more 
steamers on the Shannon, and that the inland navigation, as well as the railway 
communication, will be wholly at the mercy of these railway companies, of whose 
agreements we are in ignorance. 

8gq. In your judgment, as an inhabitant and proprietor in Ireland, is this 
award between the two companies, protecting districts to either, of advantage to 
Ireland ? — I should say very much the reverse. Certainly, I think that the ruinous 

or 
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or injurious competition which was going on was very bad. I think it is an The Mar, ™s, of 

unfortunate system that we got into, but still the inhabitants had some benefit Clarricarde. 

from that competition, although it might have been regulated on fairer and more - 

advantageous terms for both companies ; but the arrangements which they have 27 March l86a - 

now made, have entirely stopped that- That has been explained. That Athenry 

and Ennis Line is practically given up ; nobody in the country considers that 

there is the slightest chance of its being made. By the two lines which I have 

already adverted to, in one of which I took a great interest, the matter will result 

pretty much in the same way. I have had an offer made to me from a contractor, 

offering to make that line upon fair terms, provided the Great Southern and 

Western Railway Company will work it upon such and such terms; but they do 

not care about working our line, or giving us any assistance, because they are sure 

of our traffic, for the other company cannot bring a line into the district. 

yoo. They have a perfect monopoly ? — Yes. I may refer to the case of Loughrea. 

It is a considerable town, only nine miles from Athenry, but there is a nearer 
point than Athenry to it, and I having a good deal of property about there, we 
were anxious to get a railway communication by that line to Loughrea, and I said 
to the chairman that we were ready to subscribe a large sum. This was also 
before the award. We understood that we should get some assistance, but now 
we have not the slightest chance of any assistance. Why ? Because they know 
that we cannot go ; because we cannot get any assistance from this line to the 
south. The north say, “ No ; we know that you must come to us, having a 
nearer line, and it is not worth our while to give you assistance to make a railway 
in that direction.” The south say the same, and I am, therefore, in this unfor- 
tunate middle position between the two lines, that I have no prospect whatever of 
getting a railway under the award. Now I am afraid that the navigation will be 
effectually taken away from ns. 

qo 1 . In fact, the two parties get a perfect monopoly in their respective districts ? 

— Yes, of the whole communication. I am not talking of a wealthy district like 
the district of Lancashire, but I am now talking of a purely agricultural district, 
hut of considerable fertility and population, and which under other circumstances, 

I think, would maintain a railway. 

go-2. The company represented by my learned friend Mr. Calvert being an 
insolvent company, that makes it worse ; the two solvent companies have bound 
themselves not to interfere with each other’s districts ? — Just so. 

003. And you are not strong" enough to make a communicating line yourselves r 

We might make it, 1 think, from offers which I have had from contractors, 

because it is a particularly cheap line (we could not make it if it were expensive, 
but there are no cuttings), but we cannot work it. I have not the slightest 
hesitation in saying, that with a very moderate quantity of ready money the line 
might be made for 4,000/. a mile, including Parliamentary expenses and every- 
thing. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phinn. 



q04 What bearing bas the concession of those 13 miles of railway which is 
already made to the Southern and Western Company on the award r — It has this 
hearing that of course if our means of traffic by water is taken off, we are driven 
to the rail ; we have nothing hut land to go by any longer. At present, if you 
give us no communication by land, we have our communication by water We 
have had to pay both directly and indirectly ; indirectly by the quantities of land, 
the thousands of acres which are submerged, we are told by the Board of « orks 
and the Irish Government, for the sake of the navigation. We shall have our 

Da 905. U IsifnotT great object to get to the deep water f-Ye. ; I have never 
been on the railway, and therefore do not know what the spot named is ; but 1 
am told that the actual terminus is at a considerable distance from the deep 

Wa lo6 Are yon aware that their Lordships have intimated to the Promoters of 

this Bill that this Bill will not be conceded without an obligation to go to the 
fleeD water ?— No, but I expected that that would be the case. 

QO' Assuming that to bathe case, and that their Lordships enforce •onrgiwng 
all -facilities to the steamers on Lough Derg, do yon not think that it would tea 
483. a 2 
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The Marquess of good thing gained for the district If those facilities include the award and 
Clanncarde. giving running powers, I for one am quite satisfied. 

~~ ~ 908. Running powers to whom ?— To any company; my own, for instance; 

27 March 1.802. Parliament thought this navigation so important, that they gave us power to have 
steamboats on the lake, and if they would give running powers to anv company 
to maintain steamboats on the lake, I think that that is enough. 

909. That is to say, that if Parliament would enforce on the Great Southern 
and Western Company, if any company is established on the Shannon, to give 
them all facilities for working the traffic and so on, you think it would be a great 
point gained ? — And to construct a wharf. 

910. By running powers, you mean powers to run on the water, not on the 
land ?— I mean running powers on the land too. 

911. Do you mean running powers in the sense of one company to run over 

the lines of the other ?— Yes ; that was the original idea when these railways 
were fix-st made. J 

912. Do you propose that your short line from Parsonstown to Portumna 
should have running powers through to Birdhill; you do not propose that, 
surely ? — Not down to Birdhill. 

913. You do not propose that your company should run their engines and 
carriages all round from Parsonstown? — No. 

914. What do you mean by running powers ? — To put a portion of our plant 
at Ivillaloe, and run from Killaloe to Limerick or to the junction. 

915. Do you think it would be worth anybody’s while to have independent 
engines for three miles ? — No ; but I think that we ought to run down to 
Killonan, which is 13 miles. 

916. You think that any company should have power to put engines and plant 
on a line independent of their own, and to run down to Limerick ? — Yes. 

917. Do you think that the Waterford and Limerick Company would like 
that ?■ — Decidedly ; very much. ■ 

918. Right into Limerick ? — I said to Killonan, hut if I am to say into Lime- 
rick or none at all, I think they would not; but I am sure they would to 
Killonan. 

919. In spite of the award, has not an offer been made by the Southern and 
Western Railway Company to work your line to Portumna? — No. 

920. Have you beqn in negocialion with them? — Very much, and they 
distinctly said to Portumma Bridge only ; I found that the feeling of the country 
was excessively strong upon the point, and also that the accommodation which I 
thought would be afforded was not such as I sanctioned if we stopped on the 
southern brink of the Shannon, and I immediately got an intimation “ if you go 
across, we cannot work your line at all.” 

921. “We cannot, under the award”? — Not only that; under the letter of 
the award, tliciy 7- could; but they said, and, I think, said very fairly, “ We are 
breaking- the spirit of the award if we go to the very brink, when your line goes 
beyond the brink.” 

922. Would not a bridge over the Shannon have been a very expensive thing, 
and not within the means of the company? — No, I do not think so; the first 
offer made was 10,000 1., I am told by engineers, for forming the bridge ; it is 
comparative whether you consider that very expensive or not. 

923. As to the Ennis and Athenry line, it is sanctioned by Parliament; what 
is there to prevent the Limerick and Waterford Company giving it assistance, and 
working it. They have, as we are told, a lease up to Ennis ; what is to prevent 
the Limerick and Waterford Company coming to terms with the Ennis and 
Athenry line, and working it from Ennis to Athenry? — I am not awax-e. 

924. They may receive assistance notwithstanding this award? — That is a ques- 
tion which I have never taken into consideration, or had in contemplation ; I am 
an unhappy shareholder, to a very small amount, in the Athenry and Ennis line, 
and I have been given to understand that it will not be made ; partly on account 
of what I mentioned before, that if that railway was made and opened, half the 
profits must go to the Great Southern and Western Company under the award ; I 
have never seen the award, but I should be very happy to see it. 

* 925. The Ennis and Athenry Company raised the money for their deposit, 

which will* be forfeited if the line is not made ? — Yes; unless Parliament releases 
them. 

926. There 
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The Marquess of 
Clanriairde. 

27 March 18G2. 



Re-examined by Sir Frederick Slade. 

929. You have been asked by my learned friend as to your proposal that there 
should be running powers; I presume that your object is, that this little bit 
between Limerick and Killaloe, or Killonan and Killaloe, should be left in the 
hands of an independent company ?— Certainly ; that there should be power for 
somebody independently to work it. 

930. Independent of one of these two great companies ? — Yes. 

931. Do you think that that would in some degree check the mischief which 
has resulted from this division of the kingdom ? — I think very largely. 

932. You are aware, I believe, that by the award the companies were to keep 
up the navigation of the Shannon : “ And we being of opinion that it would be a 
great public benefit if an efficient and complete system of working and developing 
the resources of the extensive districts intersected by the River Shannon were 
established, further award and adjudge that the steamboats on the Shannon 
between Athlone and Killaloe, shall be efficiently worked by the said two Railway 
Companies” ? — Yes, I heard that ; but then it came out that the boats were 
stopped, and we said, “ How is this?” The award said that they were to be kept 
open, and it was said, “There is another award shutting them up.” 

933- Was your Lordship’s line from Parsonstown to Portumua laid out, or had 
it the sanction of your Lordship, upon the strength of this part of the award which 
stated that the companies were to keep up the navigation ? — Undoubtedly ; and 
when we had done that we were told that there was another award the other way ; 
we took powers for ourselves, expecting that of course this Killaloe Railway would 
be made perfect, and do all in its power to assist our navigation. 

934. Of course the Waterford people would have a deep interest in working 
the Killonan and Castleconnell line, for the purpose of developing the Shannon 
resources, and bringing traffic upon their own line?— I should think so, very 
much, because, when we projected our line we were told that at one time Par- 
sonstown was very largely supplied with bread stuff for millers in that neighbour- 
hood, and had considerable traffic in other matters with Limerick, but that, when 
the railway was opened to Cork, all that traffic was transferred to the town of 
Cork, but that it was anticipated that if we kept open the navigation of the 
Shannon, in connection with the railway between Killaloe and Limerick, we 
should get all that traffic back to Limerick and Parsonstown from Cork. In the 
same way it will be, of course, direct communication to the port of Waterford for 
emigration, and also for pigs. 

[His Lordship withdraws. 

Mr. Phitm, in answer to the Chairman, states that the dates of the two 
awards are February and September, 1860. 



Mr. Henry Robert Perry is called in; and, having been sworn, is examined 
by Sir Frederick Slade , as follows : 

935. ARE you the owner of mills at Clara? — Yes. __ Mr. H. R. Perry. 

936. Do you own some mills also at Belmont, in King’s County r Yes. 

937. Are you engaged in the corn trade to any extent ? — Yes, to a considerable 

extent. ^ , 

938. With so very large a trade, do you use the Shannon r Yes, we derive the 
principal portion of our home supplies from the districts served by the banks 
of the Shannon. 

030. Where do you yourself live ? — At Clara. 

“ 483. <5 3 940. You 
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Mr. H. R. Perry. 940. You are exactly on the dividing line of the two territories ? — Exactly so. 

94 1 . What is the value of the navigation of the Shannon to the central dis- 

27 March 1862. ^ricts of Ireland? — T consider that it is most important to all the central districts 
of Ireland, comprising a very large district of country, that that navigation should 
be maintained ; it is the only mode of getting south and south-west, except the 
very circuitous one by the Great Southern and Western Railway. 

942. Have you felt a very great inconvenience from the navigation having 
been stopped ? — I have. 

943. .Are you aware that the steamers are put up now ? — Quite. 

944. What do you anticipate will be the result of this line, if it gets into the 
hands of the Great Southern and Western Company ? — 1 think that the result 
will be very unfavourable to that district of country, inasmuch as I believe the 
Great Southern and Western Company will have no proper inducement to develop 
the traffic of that line as it was originally intended by Parliament when the Bill 
was obtained. 

945. In short, all their interest will be antagonistic to developing that traffic 
to a maximum in connexion with the Shannon ? — Quite so ; that was the purpose 
for which the line was promoted. 

946. The line was originally promoted for the purposes of developing the traffic 
on the Shannon ? — Yes. 

947. And you attach great importance to having those resources developed to 
the greatest possible extent?— I do, and in other hands than the Great Southern 
and Western Company. 

948. Do you agree with my Lord Clanricarde that it would be desirable, that 
if they are allowed to purchase the Castleconnell line, some independent company 
should have running powers over it ? — Most decidedly. 

949. Do you think that that would, to some extent, obviate the difficulty? — 
I do. 

950. Assuming the line to be made from Parsonstown to Portumna, would it 
pay the company owning that line to have carriages of their own running from 
Killaloe to Limerick or Killonan ? — No ; they should only be driven to do that in 
self-defence. 

951. Would the power of doing that bring the Great Southern and Western 
Company to terms, in your opinion ? — I think so. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

952. I do not think that you have had much experience as a railway manager 
when you propose that ? — Not as a railway manager, but I have had some expe- 
rience of railways. 

953. Do you get a good deal of your foreign corn from Limerick ? — No. 

954. Then you never require the Shannon for foreign corn? — No, but for 
home-grown corn. 

955. How does it come ; in barges or in steamers ? — In barges. 

956. How would the concession of this purchase affect your barge traffic on 
the Shannon ? — I do not think that it would affect that traffic at all. 

957. Then you do not mean to put it as at all affecting that? — Not that par- 
ticular traffic, excepting in this way, that the passenger communication is of great 
importance. 

958. The passenger communication at present, we have heard, does not pay 
anybody ? — I do not believe it at all ; I know that it does pay, and has paid. 

959. Is there anything in the rejection of this Bill which you think would 
force the Great Southern and Western Company to go on carrying passengers at 
a loss ? — No ; I do not want to force them to go on carrying passengers at 
a loss. 

960. Do you not think that it is much more likely, that if this Bill is conceded 
to them, and they carry a railway to the deep water, they then would have an 
inducement to make use of their steamers which are now rotting ? — I do not think 
that they would. 

961. For instance, as to the local traffic coming down the Shannon, which 
would be delayed in going through the canal — passengers or anybody; would 
they not have great interest in taking them, as much as they could, on to that 

: line 
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line to Limerick?— I rather think that they would carry them round this way— 
(pointing to the Plan). ' 1 

962. I believe that you were one of the Promoters of the Nenig and Clara 
Line ? — I was. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr .Samuel Healey, having been sworn, is examined by Sir Frederick Slade, 
as follows : 

96.3. ARE yon Traffic Manager of the Grand Canal Company ?— Yes, I am. 

964. W ere you the traffic manager of the River Shannon Navigation, when it 
was ip the hands of the Midland Railway Company ? — I am traffic manager for 
the Midland Railway, of the navigation department, and I had the management 
of the passenger steamers, up to the time they were discontinued ; the°Grand 
Canal Company have at present several steamers on the Shannon. 

96,5. Do you remember when the line between Killonan and Killaloe was applied 
for?— I do. 

966. Was it opposed by the Great Southern and Western Company r — It 
was. 

967. Was that line promoted with the very object of preserving the navigation 
of the Shannon? — It was; from the mouth of the Shannon to Limerick, the 
tide water comes up, and vessels of all sizes come there. Por about 150 miles up 
the country the Shannon is navigable also, except for a space of 12 miles, between 
Killaloe and Limerick ; nearly three -fourths of the entire hill of the 150 miles, is 
concentred in that 12 miles, consequently it is encumbered with 14 locks, and 
the navigation is therefore very difficult. 

968. By a Lord.] Do you consider it impracticable for passengers ? — Yes, for 
passengers. 

969. By Sir F. Slade.] Do you remember when the navigation was in the 
hands of parties other than the Midland and Great Western? — I do. 

970. How was it conducted then r — It was conducted by the City of Dublin 
Company, who were traders upon the Grand Canal, and who also had passenger 
steamers on the Shannon. 

97 1 . Was it a successful operation at that time ? — It was in operation for some 
years. 

972. Did it supply the wants of the country r — Oh, yes. 

973. Then I believe it got into the hands of the Midland and Great Western, 
when you became the traffic manager ? — It did. 

974. How long did they have it ? — The Midland Company put steamers on the 

Sliapnon in 1858 , and they were taken off in 1860 . .. 

975. Can you tell their Lordships what it was that occasioned them to betaken 

off"; I understand it was by arrangement with the Great Southern and Western 

Company. 

976. That, was the supplemental award ? — I think it was before the supple- 
mental award was issued, 

977. By a Lord.] Do you say the steamers were taken off before any award 
was issued ?— Yes, I think so; I cannot speak positively to that, for I really do 
not know. 

078. Sir F. Slade.] During the time that you were the manager of the traffic 
of that navigation, can you give their Lordships the financial result of it ? — I have 

a return here. . , „ , , , , „ T • 

070 By a Lord.] To what period of years does that return apply?— It is a 
return for the entire traffic of the year 1 S 59 ; it is distinguished by giving the 
railway passengers, that is, the through passengers that went over the railway, as 
well as the river ; and it also gives the local river passengers, as distinguished from 
the other, and then it gives the total. 

RETURN - . 

River Shannon Passenger Traepic, January to June 1859 and 1860. 

River Trappic only. 

1859, January 8: Passengers, 76; amount, 15 7. Os. 4 d. 1860: Passengers, 22; amount, 

6 1 . 1 s- 8 d. 

1869 January 16: Passengers, 100; amount, 187. 18j. 1860: Passengers, 90; amount, 

HU.lU.Wi. 1839 

483. G 4 



Mr, H. IL Perry. 
27 March 1862. 



Mr. S'. Healey. 
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Mr. s. H'aU y. lSS9,^0Muary22: Passengers, 67; amount, 161 It. 104 1860; Passengers, 96; amount, 

.27 March iMu. 1859, Jmmary 29; Passengers, 91; amount, 187. It. 104 1860; Passengers, 63; amount, 

18 ?M e o brU „ a 7 5 : Pataen S er8 ' 65 i a “° unt > 131 Ha 14 I860; Passengers, 35; amount 
1 U /. 1 o s. i a. ° } 

1859, February 12 ; Passengers, 57; amount, 137. 14s. 14. 1860; Passengers, 84; amount, 
17/. 5 s. 9 a. 

1S 257. 1 16 b / , T4 19: P ” se ”S ers > 7S; amount . 147.2s.64 1860: Passengers, 124; amount, 

1859, February 26; Passengers, 44; amount, 97. 11s. 24 1860; Passengers, 77; amount, 

io/. 7 s. la. ° ’ 

18 59, Mnr c h 5; Passengers, 139; amount, 21 7. 17s. 24 1860: Passengers, 41 ; amount, 

11/. 17 s. 5 a. oi> > 

1859 March 12 : Passengers, 69; amount, 177. 3s. 54 1860: Passengers, 80; amount, 
19/. 0 5. la. 

1859, March 19; Passengers, 94; amount, 177. Is. 114 1860: Passengers, 77; amount. 

19/. 5s. Id. ° ’ 

18 ^’, I ^ arC J', 26: PaBsen S ers j 90; amount, 207. 14s. 24 1860: Passengers, 71; amount, 

18 /. os. 6 a, or 

1859, April 2 : Passengers, 77; amount, 137. 18s. 104 1860: Passengers, 66 ; amount, 

19 /. 13s. 1 d. 

1859 April 9: Passengers, 82; amount, 17 7. 7s. 94 1860: Passengers, 61 ; amount, 
18 Z. 13 s. 1 d. 

1859, April 16: Passengers, 74; amount, 14 Z. 14s. 2 d. 1860: Passengers, 83: amount, 
19/. 15 s. 6d. 

1859, April 23 : Passengers, 98; amount, 18 Z. 5s. Id. 1860: Passengers, 99 ; amount, 
27 Z. 14 s. 2 d. 

1859, April 30: Passengers, 125 ; amount, 26 Z. 3s. 7 d. 1860: Passengers, 116 ; amount, 
26 Z. 9s. 11 d. 

1859, May 7 : Passengers, 117 ; amount, 25 Z. 2 s. 8 tZ. 1860: Passengers, 110; amount, 

30 Z. 9 s. 4 d. 

1859, May 14: Passengers, 100; amount, 23 Z. 2s.2tZ. 1860: Passengers. 131; amount, 

29 Z. 12 s. 10 <Z. 

1859, May 21: Passengers, 160; amount, 31 Z. 18s. 1860: Passengers, 135; amount 
30 Z. Is. 3d. 

1859, May 28: Passengers, 112 ; amount, 25 Z. 8 s. 2d. 1860: Passengers, 97 ; amount 
271.5s 2d. ° ’ 

1859, June 4: Passengers, 160; amount, 25 Z. 13s. 5 d. 1860: Passengers, 117- amount 

31 Z. 17 s. 3 d. 0 7 -5 

1859, June 11: Passengers, 126; amount, 28 Z. 16s. lcZ. J860: Passengers, 123- amount 
34 Z. Os. Sd. 

1859, June 18: Passengers, 129; amount, 27 Z. 2s. 7 d. 1860: Passengers, 105; amount 
29 Z. 10 s. 8d. 07 , 

1859, June 25: Passengers, 144; amount, 30Z. 6 s. 2d. 1860: Passengers, 113- amount 

34 Z. 13s. 6 d. 0 7 ,, 

1859, June 30: Passengers, 166; amount, 36 Z. 15s. 6 d. 1860: Passengers, 153; amount 
461 5s. 2d. 

Total for 1859: Passengers, 2,641; amount, 539Z. 14s. lid. Totalfor 1860: Passengers 
2,369; amount, 613 Z. 10 s. 



River Shannon Passenger Traffic, 1859. — River and Rail. 

January 8. — Rail: Down passengers, 38; amount, 12 Z. 19s. 3d. Up passengers, 50; 
amount, 18 Z. 6s. Total passengers, 88; amount 31 Z. 5s. 3d. — River: Passengers, 76; 
amount, 15 Z. Os. 4 d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 164; amount, 46 Z. 5°s. Id. 

January 15. — Rail: Down passengers, 26; amount, 11 Z. 4s. 3d. Up passengers, 62; 
amount, 23 1. 3 s. 6 d. Total passengers, 88 ; amount, 34 Z. 7 s. 9 d. — River : Passengers, 
100; amount, 18 Z. 18s. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 188; amount, 53 Z. 5s. 9d. 

January 
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January 22.— Rail : Down passengers, 23 ; amount, 77. 7 s. Up passengers, 49 ; amount, 
‘ ,V7 , Total passengers, 72; amount, 27 1. 13*. 6 d.— River: Passengers, 67; 

amount, 16/. Is. 10(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 139; amount, 43/.°15s. id. 

January 29.— Rail: Passengers, 25; amount, 8/. 7s. Up'passengers, 26 ; amount, 107. Is. 
Total passengers, 51; amount, 18Z. 8s.— River: Passengers, 91 ; amount, 187. Is. 10(7. 
lotal liiver and Rail: Passengers, 142; amount, 36/. 9s. 1(7. Monthly total: Pas- 
sengers, 633; amount, 1797. 16 s. 6(7. J 



February 5.— Rail: Down passengers, 21; amount, 7 7. 12s. 6(7. Up passengers, 54; 
amount, 18 £ 17s. 6(7. Total passengers, 75; amount, 267. 10s.— River: Passengers, 
6o ; amount, 12 7. 3 s. 10 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 140 ; amount, 38 7. 13s. 10 d. 

February 12.— Rail: Down passengers, 29; amount, 97. 5s. 6(7. Up passengers, 28; 
amount, 11 7. 7s. Total passengers, 57 ; amount, 20 7. 12s. 6(7.— River: passengers, 57 ; 
amount, 137. 14s. Id. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 114; amount, 347. 6s. 7(7. 



February 19.— Rail: Down passengers, 24; amount, 8 7. 10s. Up passengers, 42; 
amount, 14 7. Is. Total passengers, 66; amount, 22 7. 11s.— River: Passengers, 79 ; 
amount, 147. 2s. 6(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 145 ; amount, 367. 13s. 6(7. 



February 26. — Rail: Down passengers, 34; amount, 127. 3s. 6(7. Up passengers, 43; 
amount, 157. 10s. Total passengers, 77; amount, 277. 13s. 6(7. — River: Passengers, 
44; amount, 97. 11s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 121; amount, 377. is°8d. 
Monthly total: Passengers, 520; amount, 1467. 18s. 7(7. 



March 5.— Rail : Down passengers, 28 ; amount, 127. 15s. Up passengers, 49; amount, 
167.4s. Total passengers, 77; amount, 287. 19s.— River: Passengers, 139; amount, 
217. 17 s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 216; amount, 507. 16s. 2d. 

March 12.— Rail: Down passengers, 28; amount, 107. 11s. 3d. Up passengers, 61; 
amount, 207. 11s. Total passengers, 89; amount, 317. 2s. 3(7. — River: Passengers, 
69; amount, 17 7. 3 s. 5(7. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 158; amount, 487. 5 s. 8(7. 

March 19. — Rail: Down passengers, 22; amount, 77. 7s. 6(7. Up passengers, 43; 
amount, 151. 9 s. 6 d. Total passengers, 65 ; amount, 22 7. 17 s. — River : Passengers, 94 ; 
amount, 17 7. Is. 11(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 159; amount, 39 7. 18s. 11(7. 

March 26. — Rail : Down passengers, 29 ; amount, 10 7. 2 s. Up passengers, 53 ; amount, 
197. Total passengers, 82; amount, 297. 2s. — River: Passengers, 90; amount, 
207. 14s. 2(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 172; amount, 497. 16s. 2d. 



April 2. — Rail: Down passengers, 28; amount, 10 7. 12s. 6(7. Up passengers, 67; 
amount, 217. 10s. 1 d. Total passengers, 95 ; amount, 32 7. 2 s. 6 d. — River : Passengers, 
77; amount, 137. 18s. 10 d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 172; amount, 
467. Is. 4(7. Monthly total : Passengers, 877 ; amount, 2347. 18s. 3(7. Quarterly 
total: Passengers, 2,030 ; amount, 5617. 13s. id. 



Mr. S. Healt-y. 
27 March 1 S63. 



April 9. — Rail: Down passengers, 28; amount, 117. 6s. 6(7. Up passengers, 68; 
amount, 22 7. 3 s. 9(7. Total passengers, 96 ; amount, 34/. 9 s. 3(7. — River: passengers, 
82; amount, 17 71 17 s. 9(7. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 178; amount, 527. 7s. 

April 16. — Rail: Down passengers, 26; amount, 107. Os. 6(7. Up passengers, 62; 
amount, 25 7. 13 s. Total passengers, 88 ; amount, 35 7. 19 s. 6 d. — River : Passengers, 
74; amount, 147. 14s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 162; amount, 
50 7. 13 s. 8(7. 

April 23. — Rail: Down passengers, 22 ; amount, 87. 19s. Up passengers, 65; amount, 
22 7.2 s. Total passengers, 87 ; amount, 31 7. Is. — River: Passengers, 98 ; amount, 
187. 5s. 7(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 185 ; amount, 497. 6s. 7(7. 

April 30. — Rail: Down passengers, 36; amount, 12 7. 18s. 3(7. Up passengers, 103 ; 
amount, 357. 18s. 9(7. Total passengers, 139 ; amount, 487. 17s. — River: Passengers, 
125; amount, 267. 3s. 7(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, , 264 ; amount, 
757. Os. 7(7. Monthly total : Passengers, 789 ; amount, 227 7. 7 s. 10(7. 



May 7. — Rail : Down passengers, 34 ; amount, 13 7. 6 s. 6 d. Up passengers, 67 ; amount, 
24 7. 3 s. 3 d. Total passengers, 101 ; amount, 37 7. 9 s. 9(7.— River : Passengers, 117 ; 
amount, 257. 2s. 8(7. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 218; amount, 627. 12s. 5(7. 

May 14. — Rail: Down passengers, 45; amount, 187. 9s. 9(7. Up passengers, 54; 
amount, 19 7. 14s. Total passengers, 99 ; amount, 38 7. 3s. 9(7. — River: Passengers, 
100; amount, 237. 2s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 199; amount, 
617.5s. 11(7. 



May 21. — Rail: Down passengers, 46 ; amount, 20 7. 13 s. Up passengers, 117 ; amount, 
417. 16s. Total passengers, 163; amount, 62 7. 9s. — River: Passengers, 160; 
amount, 317. 18 s. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 323; amount, 947. 7 s. 

483. H 4 % 
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Mr. S. ILtalcy. 



«7 March 1862 . 



May 28. — Rail: Down passengers, 44 ; amount, 16 7. 5 s. Up passengers, 136 ; amount, 
53 Z. 12s. Gd. Total passengers, 180; amount, 69 Z. 17s. 6 <Z.— River: Passengers, 
112; amount, 25 Z. 8 s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 292; amount, 
95 Z. 5 s. 8 d. Monthly total : Passengers, 1,032 ; amount, 313 Z. 11s. 

June 4.— Rail: Down passengers, 71} amount, 33 Z. 8 s. Up passengers, 89 ; amount, 
37 Z. 16 s. 8 d. Total passengers, 160 ; amount, 71 Z. 4s. 8 d.— River : Passengers, 160 ; 
amount, 28Z. 16s. Id. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 320; amount, 100Z. 0s. 9 d. 



June 11. — Rail: Down passengers, 64; amount, 25 Z. 4s. Up passengers, 92 ; amount, 
38 Z. 18s. 3d. Total passengers, 156; amount, 64 Z. 2s. 3 d.— River: Passengers, 126; 
amount, 27 1. 2 s. 7 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 282 ; amount, 91 Z. 4s. 10 d. 

June 18— Rail: Down passengers, 36; amount, 15 Z. 2s. Gd. Up passengers, 90 5 
amount, 41 Z. 12s. Total passengers, 126 ; amount, 56 7. 14s. Gd.— River : Passengers* 
129; amount, 25 Z. 13 s. 5 d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 255; amount, 
82 Z. 7 s. 11 d. 

June 25.— Rail: Down passengers, 71; amount, 28 Z. Os. 6r7. Up passengers, 78 ; 
amount, 32 Z. 15 s. 1 d. Total passengers, 149; amount, 60 Z. 15 s. 7 <7.— River: 
Passengers, 144; amount; 30 Z. 6 s. 2d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 293; 
amount, 91 Z. Is. 9 d. 

July 2. — Rail: Down passengers, 75; amount, 33 Z. 11s. Gd. Up passengers, 115; 
amount, 46 Z. 3 s. 6 d. Total passengers, 190 ; amount, 79 Z. 15 s. — River: Passengers, 
166; amount, 36 Z. 15s. 6 d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 356; amount, 
116 Z. 10 s. 6 d. Monthly Total : Passengers, 1506 ; amount, 481 Z. 5 s. 9 d. . Quarterly 
Total: Passengers, 3,327 ; amount, 1,022 Z. 4s. 7 d. One steamer only plying. 

July 9 , — Rail: Down passengers, 138; amount, 64 Z. 9s. 3d. Up passengers, 133: 
amount, 55 Z. 12s. 9tZ. Total passengers, 271 ; amount, 120 Z. 2s. — River: Passengers, 
187 ; amount, 4S Z. 6 s. 10 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 458 ; amount, 
168 Z. 8 s. 10 d. 

July 16. — Rail: Down passengers, 142; amount, 58 Z. 4s. 3cZ. Up passengers, 127 ; 
amount, 52 Z. 8 s. 6 d. Total passengers, 269; amount, 110 Z. 12s. 9 d. River: 
Passengers, 277; amount, 61 Z. 19s. 3d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 546; 
amount, 172 Z. 1-2 s. 

July 23.— Rail: Down passengers, 145; amount, 67 Z. 10s. 11 d. Up passengers, 139 ; 
amount, 58 Z. 18s. 3d. Total passengers, 284; amount, 126 Z. 9 s. 2<Z. River: 
Passengers, 213; amount, 50 Z. 19s. 3d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 497 5 
amount, 177 Z. 8 s. 5 d. 

July 30. — Rail: Down passengers, 142; amount, 63 Z. 19 s. Gd. Up passengers, 137; 
amount, 63 Z. 2 s. 6 A* Total passengers, 279; amount, 127 Z. 2s. River: Passengers, 
221; amount, 48 Z. Is. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 500 ; amount, 1/5 Z. 3 s. 
Monthly Total : Passengers, 2,001 ; amount, 693 Z. 12 s. 3 d. 

August 6 . — Rail : Down passengers, 180; amount, 76 Z. 5 s. 3d. Up passenger^ 231 ; 
amount, 90 Z. 10 s. 11 d. Total passengers, 41 1 ; amount, 166 Z. 16 s. 2 d. River: 
Passengers, 213; amount, 41 Z. 9s. 5d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 624; 
amount, 208 Z. 5 s. 7 d. 

August 13. — Rail: Down passengers, 134; amount, 61 Z. 2s. Up passengers, 148; 
amount, 63 Z. 17 s. Id. Total passengers, 282 ; amount, 124 Z. 19 s. Id.— River: Pas- 
sengers, 255 ; amount, 62 Z. 16 s. 1 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 537 ; amount, 
187 £ 15 s. 2cZ. 



August 20. — Rail: Down passengers, 148; amount, 65 Z. 7s. Up passengers, 191; 
amount, 73 Z. Is. Total passengers, 339; amount, 138 Z. 8 s.— River: Passengers, 222 ; 
amount, 51 Z. Os. ItZ. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 561 ; amount, 189 Z. 8 s. Bd. 



August 27. — Rail : Down passengers, 178 ; amount, 79 Z. 10s. 9cZ. Up passengers, 232 ; 
amount, 96 Z. 3s. 6 d. Total passengers, 410 ; amount, 175 Z. 14s. 3 d.— River: Pas- 
sengers, 271 ; amount, 63 Z. 9s. 9<Z. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 681 ; amount, 
239*7. 4s. Monthly Total: Passengers, 2,403; amount, 823 Z. 13s. 5d. 



September 3. — Rail: Down passengers, 99; amount, 40 Z. 15 s. 3d. Up passengers, 158, 
amount, 647. 18s. Total passengers, 257 ; amount, 1051. 13s. 3d. — River: Passengers, 
222; amount, 56 Z. 14s. 6 cZ. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 4/9; amount, 
162 Z. 7 s. 9 d. 



September 10.— Rail : Down passengers, 104 ; amount, 44 Z. 1 s. 3d. Up passengers, 181; 
amount, 70 Z. 12s. 3d. Total passengers, 285; amount, 114 Z. 13s. 3 d. — ±tiver : ras- 
’ 1 ° sengers. 
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eengers, 214; amount, 53 1. 4 s. 3 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 499 ; amount, jj r ^ n ealc 
167 7. 17 s. 8d. •*' 

September 17. — Rail: Down passengers, 168; amount, 67 Z. 17s. 9d. Up passengers, 27 Watch 186'; 
126; amount, 49/. 8s. 3 <7. Total passengers, 294; amount, 1177.6s. — River: Pas- 
sengers, 434; amount, 787. Is. 3c?. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 728 ; amount, 

195 7. 7s. 3d. 

September 24. — Rail : Down passengers, 62 ; amount, 29 7. 3 s. 3c7. Up passengers, 180 : 
amount, 647. 13s. 6c7. Total passengers, 242; amount, 937. 16s. 9 d. — River : Pas- 
sengers, 175 ; amount, 45 7. 9 s. 4 d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 417 ; amount, 

1397. 6 s. Ic7. 

October 1.— Rail : Down passengers, 73; amount, 31?. 17 s. 9 d. Up passengers, 164 ; 
amount, 597. 17s. 6c7. Total passengers, 237; amount, 917. 15s. 3d.— River: Pas- 
sengers, 166 ; amount, 36/. 10 s. 8 d. Total River and Rail : Passengers, 403 : amount, 

1287. 5 s. 11 cl. Monthly Total : Passengers, 2,526 ; amount, 7 93 7. 4 s. S d. Quarterly 
Total : Passengers, 6,930 ; amount, 2,310/. 10 s. 4d. 



October 8.— Rail : Down passengers, 41; amount, 167. 11s. 3d. Up passengers, Jo: 
amount, 307. 18s. 9 d. Total passengers, 136; amount, 47 7. 10s.— River: Passengers, 
232; amount, 74/. 9s. 6d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 368 ; amount, 
1217. 19s. 6 d. 

October 15. — Rail: Down passengers, 53 ; amount, 267. 18s. 6 d. Up passengers, 104; 
amount, 357.9 s. Total passengers, 157; amount, 627. 7 s. 6 d. River : Passengers, 
160; amount, 507. 5s. 3d. Total River and Rad: Passengers, 3D; amount, 
1127. 12s. 9 d. 

October 22. — Rail: Down passengers, 44; amount, 177. 11s. Up passengers, 69; 
amount, 27 7. 9 s. 3 d. Total passengers, 113 ; amount, 45 7. Os. 3 d.— River : Passengers, 
156; amount, 487. 18s. 4d. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 269 ; amount, 
93 7. 18 s. 7 d. 

October 29. — Rail: Down passengers, 41; amount, 147. 14s. Up passengers, 27 , 
nmnnnt 91 9 s 10 d Total passengers, 68; amount, 247. 3s. 10 d. Kwer : Passe - 
gers, 128 ;' amount, '36 7. 11 s. P 4d. Total River and Rail ^ Passengers, 196 ; amount, 
60 7. 15 s. 2 d. Monthly total : Passengers, 1,150 ; amount, 389 7. 6 s. 

November 5—Rail: Down passengers, 29; amonnt, 91 12». 

sr&T iUf Jri rrsa «• . — 

65 7. 5 s. 

November lf'li^i’Ser:°Pien- 

s.“5. Totel Kiver and Bail: Passengers, 209 i amount, 

637.10s. ' 

■vr v to p-;i. Down nasseno-ers, 22 ; amount, 77. 14s. 6 d. Up passengers, 64 ; 
November 19. — Rail . Down passe 0 , 5 . oa; r, y — River: Passengers, 

SrS ! Sli t ! sTlS River and Bail Angers, 193 , amount, 

61 7.’ 10 s. 2d. 

November 26.-Rail: Down l 7^ 6 i-Bi^T Js“n ’ge'L', 

Monthly total : Passengers, 784 ; amount, 255 1. 18 . 

December 3.-Kail: Down P^“J er5 J 32 Vl-Bive^ K m|S, 66- 

SSS m i — * 36 '- 6 ‘- lli _ 

ie. omnnnt 5 7 6s 6 d. Up passengers, 15; 

' December 10.— Rail: Down Passengers, “ 10Z- 5 lls . 6 d.-River : ^Passengers, 86; 
amount, 5 7. 5 s. Total passen c e , , p 117 ; amount, 337. 5 s. 6 d. 

amount, 221. 14s. Total River and Bail. Passengers, 

tv. ommint 77 12 s. Up passengers, 21 ; 
December 17. — Rail: Down passenger^ ^ 147.10 s. — River; Passengers, 40; 

“ S* 3£lSSSffi£t. W- « , -nut, 271. 5s. 

December 24.— Bail: Down passengers, 3° i jgY'jVa ll-Biver -“^Lagers! 

S&tndEXkingers, US, -nn, 441. 4s. ^ 
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December 31.— Rail: Down passengers, 11; amount, 31. 10 s. Up passengers, 15; 
amount, 4Z. 12s. Total passengers, 26; amount, 81. 2s. — River: Passengers 59; 
amount, 16 l. Is. 3d.. Total River and Rail: Passengers, 85 ; amount, 24 1. 3 s. 3d. 
Monthly Total : Passengers, 534; amount, 165/. 4 s. 8d. Quarterly Total : Passengers, 
2,468; amount, 810/. 9 s 7 d. 

TOTAL. 







Amount. 








£. 




d. 


Down Passengers by Rail ------ 


- 3,067 


i 1,272 


16 


5 


Up Passengers -------- 


- 4,521 


1,750 






Total Passengers - - 


- 7,588 1 


3,032 


17 


7 


River Passengers ------- 


- 7,167 


1,672 




9 


Total River and Rail Passengers - - 


- 14,755 


4,704 


17 


10 



Working Expenditure of one Passenger Steamer, on alternate days, between Killaloe 
and Athlone. — Crew, “ Duchess,” weekly. 



Captain ------ 

Engineer ------ 

Mate ------ 

Deckmen, three at 13 s. 6 d. 

Boy ------- 

Firemen, three at 12s. (id 

Attendance at stations, weekly : 
Athlone ------ 

Shannon Bridge - - - - 

Banagher ------ 

Portumna - - - - - 

Killaloe ------ 

Euel, weekly : 

Turf, 136 boxes at 6 d. 

Coal, six tons at 20 s. - 

Oil, tallow, waste ropes, &c. 

Repairs, Ordinary - 





£. 5. d. 


£. s. d. 


- 


1 18 6 




- 


1 15 - 




- 


- 16 6 




- 


2-6 




- 


- 8 - 




- 


1 17 6 








8 16 - 


_ 


- 4 - 




- 


- 4 - ; 




- 


- 4 - ' 




- 


- 4 - 




- 


- 4 - ! 








1 - - 


_ 


3 8 - 




- 


6 - - 






j 


9 8 - 


- 


- 


2 - - 


- 


- 


2 - - 


Tot, 


u, - - - £. 


23 4 - 



Note . — The use of turf has heretofore been a saving of one-third of the cost of fuel. 
The above is the working expenditure, to which depreciation must be added. The 
expenses above would, in some instances, not be increased, if two boats were plying. 

980. By Sir F. Slade.~] In the year 1859, how many passengers did you carry? 
— In 1859, we carried 14,700 passengers. 

981. And what was the amount you received? — £.4,704, including rail and 

river. I can give them separately; for the local river passengers only, we received 
a sum of 1,672/. ; the balance was for through passengers. « 

982. If the boats had been continued, in your judgment, would that traffic have 
very materially increased ? — I am quite sure it would. 

983. I believe the advantages were only partially known, at the time they were 
discontinued ? — Only partially known. 

9S4. The traffic was gradually developing itself? — Yes. 

985- In your judgment, had it, by any means, reached its maximum ? — I 
think not. 

986. Upon the construction of the railway to Killaloe, will the navigation of 
the Shannon become doubly important? — It would be of great assistance to the 
passenger traffic, and would materially develope it. 

987. In 
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9S7. In your judgment, would one steamer be able to do the duty of two 
Tver! ’ reason, 1 think, it has not reached its maximum, because these 

difficulties were in the way, we were obliged to send all our passengers by road 
conveyance. J 

988. That being your opinion, are you aware, that when the railway company 
submitted themselves to the arbitration of Mr. Huish, and Mr. Watkins, it was 
•pait of the award that this traffic should be continued? — The arbitrators were 
quite impressed with that view of it. 

989. Did you ever meet with anybody in the course of your experience, except 
the Promoters of this Bill, who depreciated the value of this lock navigation ? — 
It is generally admitted, certainly. 

990. You think it is ? — I think so. 

991. Do you think that a guarantee for completing the railway to the deep 
water, would meet the difficulty ?— Well, I have great doubts of it; I do not 
think it would ; it is very near the deep water at present, and I think the great 
point to be obtained is, the bond fide working of it to the deep water. 

992. Do you think if the working of it is left in the hands of the Great 
Southern and Western Company, that Parliament or the country will have any 
guarantee that it will be efficiently worked ? — I do not think they will. 

993. Have they any interest in working it ? — I think not. 

994. Is all their interest the other way? — I think it is. 

995. In whose hands would you leave the working to protect the public ; would 
you adopt the view of my Lord Clanricarde ? — The railway was constructed to 
provide for the traffic shown to exist between Limerick and the River Shannon, 
and I think that the Waterford and Limerick Company would have a greater 
interest in working that line than the Great Southern. 

996. By a Lord.] In point of fact, you practically would rather leave it in the 
hands of the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — I think it would be more 
likely to be served in their hands, than in the hands of the Great Southern. 

997. Why ? — Because I think that, with regard to the Midland Company, 
the navigation of the Shannon would be a feeder to the Midland system, and it 
would also be a feeder to the Waterford and Limerick system ; it would act as a 
feeder to either of those systems, but I do not think it would be a feeder to the 
Great Southern. 

998. By Sir F. Slade.'] You say at once, that as to goods and passengers, 
the Great Southern would have a direct interest in carrying them by Killonan 
and Roscrea ? — I think so. 

999. Giving the go-by to the Shannon altogether? — Yes. 

1000. Now, then, with regard to the Grand Canal Company, do you think 
they could work it? — They would use the railway extension if they had running 
powers. 

1001. By a Lord.] Which railway?— The small railway from Killaloe; we 
should use it extensively. 

1002. By Sir F. Slade] That was a statement made by Lord Clanricarde, 
I believe ? — I think so. 

1 003. Do you think that if general powers were given to any Company to avail 
themselves of such railway without confining it to any one particular Company, 
regard being had to developing the traffic of the Shannon, they would readily 
avail themselves of it ? — Yes. 

1004. In fact you might do it? — Yes, we could do it jointly with the Midland, 
or Great Southern, and with the Waterford and Limerick. 

1 005. They have now got to run into Limerick r — Yes. 

1006. Would it very much develope the resources of the Shannon? — Yes, we 
could also do it, when this railway is made to Meelick in conjunction with them, 
when they touch the deep water. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

1007. The happy days of the Shannon were when the two companies were 
quarrelling, in 1859, 1 believe? — Yes. 

1008. And you have selected that year in which, I believe, that quarrel was 
nearly at its height, was it not ?— It was the only year I could give. 

] 009. But did that one year happen to be the year when the quarrel was at its 
ieight 1 It did. You 



Mr. S. Healey. 
27 March 1862. 
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1010. You have told us that 14,700 passengers went upon the Shannon. Are 
you aware that they were conveyed by the Midland Company from Dublin to 
Limerick, by the Shannon, at the same price as they were taken to Athlone?— 
Not that 14,700. 

1011. How many ? — About half of them; the half of them were carried, not 
exactly at that rate, but very near it. 

1012. Then a man paid no more to go to Limerick than he did to go to 
Atklone? No more ; and it is a very common practice for a railway company to 
maintain steamers which are self-supporting steamers ; it is a very important thing 
as a feeder to their system ; all the railways in England and in Ireland are in the 
habit of maintaining road conveyances as feeders, at considerable expense; and if 
tlie\ are able to maintain a steamer which is self-supporting, it is a very important 
feeder to their system. 

1013. Do you think that those steamers which come up from Athlone to 
Limerick, a distance of seventy-eight miles, practically for nothing, are very 
paying? — It is not practically for nothing, because they get 1,700/. from local 
river .fares only. 

1014. I am now speaking - of persons from Athlone to Limerick, carried to 
Dublin, and carried practically for nothing ; do you think, that is paying to the 
steamers ? — It is paying to the Company, because it brings passengers on to their 
railway who otherwise never would come. 

1015. But do you expect that state of things to continue for all timer — Cer- 
tainly not ; but I consider that a very large passenger traffic will be maintained 
at fair and remunerative rates 

i oi 6. Are you aware, that the Great Southern and Western Company have 
given the sum of 7,000/. under the award for the steamers? — I am. 

1617. Do you not think that it is the object of the Great Southern and 
Western Company to utilise the expenditure and to get some return for it? 
— No. 

1018. You think not? — I am sure not. 

1 0 1 g. Do you think that the local passengers would ever pay them for working ? 
— If the local passengers used the steamers that would be all that was required, 
because the steamers would not be feeders to the Great Southern and Western, 
and they would to the Waterford and Limerick. 

1020. If the Great Southern and Western were in possession of the deep water 
access to Killaloe, would it not be their interest to work the steamers ? — Certainly 
not. 

1021. Do you think that, having gone to the expense of making the deep 
water access,, and having incurred this outlay for the steamers, it would not be 
to their interest to develops it ? — I am sure not. I think there is no fair objec- 
tion to be made to the Great Southern and Western making a line from Birdhill 
into Limerick, hut I think it would be a most objectionable thing to engraft upon 
that main line of 120 miles, a little patch of railway made for entirely different 
purposes, and to serve an entirely different traffic. 

1022. Then you think it would be preferable, that the Great Southern and 
Western should make 13 more miles of line on their way to Limerick, than that 
they should he allowed to have this line t — I do think that they ought not to get 
possession of this line. 

1023. But do you think it would be preferable that they should, on their way 
to Limerick, if they are to get there, construct 13 more miles of line, than they 
should get this? — The only answer I can give to that is, that Parliament 
passed that line for a specific purpose, and I think it ought not to be diverted 
from it. 

1024. You are aware that this Athlone Company is not in a very flourishing 
condition ? — I do not suppose it is. 

1025. Do you think that they could make this outlay to the deep water? — 
They are very near it at present. To be sure they could ; if they could get that 
far, they could certainly get the balance. 

1026. Who is to make the balance when the directors of that company are in 
for 30,000 /. of their own money ? — 1 think they ought to have looked to that 
before they got the liue. 

1027. But having got it, who is to make that junction except some company 
that is solvent ? — I think that line which is made within a hundred yards of the 
deep water is sure to go there. 

1028. Are 
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1028. Are you aware of the distance ; are you aware that it is three-quarters 
of a mile P— No, I do not think it is ; I am sure it is not ; it is not anything like 
that. It is now at the Bridge of Kill aloe, and from that to the deep water is only 
a few hundred yards. 

1029. You have been a manager of steamers, I believe; do you mean to repre- 
sent that the Canal Company would actually go to an outlay for carriages and 
engines to run 13 miles ? — In connexion with the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany we certainly would ; we use it to a very large extent. 

1030. Are you aware that the Waterford and Limerick Company have only, at 

the most, six years’ working agreement over this Castleconnell Company’s line f 

I hope they will get it renewed. 

1031. That depends on the consent of the Castleconnell Company, does it not r 
— I do not kno w ; I am not aware of that fact at all. 

1032. But does that alter your view r — Not a bit. 

1033. You have said that you think the Great Southern and Western Company 
would have no interest in developing the traffic, but that the Midland Company 
that is the traffic, would go to Athlone ? — Yes. 

1034. Are you aware under the award all profit arising at Athlone is divisible 
between the Great Southern and the Midland ? — I am. 

1035. Therefore, has not each company an equal interest in swelling those 
profits r — I think the award will not last long ; I am quite sure it will not. 

1036. But whilst it does last, has not each company an equal interest in swell- 
ing the profits at Athlone?— No, because the Eastern would have a traffic at 
Longford, Galway, and different places, which they would get from passengers 
arriving at Athlone. If a passenger now wants to go to Athlone or Longford, he 
would be carried round by the Great Southern and Western to Portarlington and 
then Athlone, a distance of 100 miles, whereas by water it is only 50 miles. 

1037. Do you know the difference of time? — That will greatly depend on the 
arrangement of the trains ; I have seen two or three hours wasted : I, myself, 
passed it a very short time ago at one of the junctions waiting for the trains, and 
unless they run trains in connexion with each other, you do not know when you 
will get to Athlone. 

Re-examined by Sir F. Slade. 

1038. You were asked, and it was put rather ad absurdutn to you, when you 
were giving through tickets to Killarney they would be carrying the passengers 
down the Shannon for nothing, or next to nothing. Are you aware that the Great 
Southern and Western Company now, at this very moment, are carrying passengers 
to Dublin for the sum of 2 s., if the passenger takes a through-ticket to London ? 
— I do not know exactly what the proportion is, but in the case of through-tickets 
there is always a concession made. 



Mr. John Long, having been sworn, is Examined by Mr. On 
as follows : 



2 Malley, 



1039. YOU are a civil engineer ? — Yes. 

1040. Living in Limerick? — Yes. 

1041. Are you well acquainted with the Shannon navigation ?— -I am very well 
acquainted with it. 

1042. And have been acquainted with it, I believe, for the last 26 years ? 
Yes. 

1043. You have been officially connected with itr — -Yes, I was officially con- 
nected with it. . . 

1044. Will you just describe on the map the course of water communication 
from Dublin to Limerick, by means of the River Shannon and the canals r It goes 

by canal to Killaloe. . , , T . . , , 5 T , . 

1045. What sort of communication is it from Limerick to Killaloe r It is an 

ordinary boat canal of about ten or a dozen locks. . . , 

1 046 Then how do you go on from thence ? — Then there is a wide lake navi- 
gation of about 34 miles, the width being from three to seveu miles; then there 
is a sluggish river navigation up to Banaglrer j then it enters another wide late 
similar to this, which is navigated by steamers, and from thence up to Bovle it is 
all steam navigation. , R 

483. h 4 47- J 
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1 047. By a Lord.] Do they take the sea-going vessels up to that point ? — No, 
they arrive at Limerick. 

104S. Could they not take them up through the canal ? — No, it is only a boat' 
or lighter canal ; the steam navigation of the upper channel begins at Killaloe, 
and goes on for about 120 or 130 miles up to Boyle. 

1049. Mr. O. Medley.] Then the navigation proceeds to the North of Ireland, 
I believe r — Yes, you can see it better on this map ( referring to it). 

1050. Does it not extend to the county of Fermanagh, and thence to Bally- 
shannon by canal ? — The Great Southern constructed the canal to connect those 
waters, and from thence a canal runs up to Belfast ; it is a recent work. 

1051. Then there is one series of canal navigation from Belfast on the north 
east, from Ballyshannon on the north west, running down and joining near 
Cloghmer, and then to Limerick?' — Yes. 

10.52. Has that been constructed at great expense? — The Shannon improve- 
ment alone cost 180,000 1 . 

1053. I Q connexion with the Shannon navigation, I believe there are two 
canals communicating with Dublin? — Yes, from here ( referring to the map ) to 
Banagher, the grand canal goes off, and the Royal canal leaves the Shannon, and 
goes up to Mullingar. 

1 054. I believe that competition existed for a considerable time between the 
Midland and the Great Southern Companies? — Yes, on the Shannon. 

1055. And it was at that time that the steamers on the Shannon navigation 
were worked in the way described ? — Yes. 

1056. How did it terminate; by an arrangement between the Companies ? — 
Yes, upon this award being made, the competition on the Shannon now ceased, 
and with it generally, I may say, the whole traffic on the Shannon, or nearly all 
the passenger traffic. 

1057. They both had steamers on the Shannon, and stopped them? — Yes. 

1058. What has been the effect, in your opinion, of this arrangement between 
those two Companies upon the navigation, and upon the traffic in that district ? — 
This large district here has always been very usefully served by this navigation ; 
it is a very important navigation, and more especially in the absence of any rail- 
way accommodation ; for instance, a passenger wanting to go from Limerick to 
Athlone, which, as shown by this map, is a very central town in Ireland, as they 
formerly did by the Shannon, must now come round here and take a very incon- 
venient course. I may mention that in the absence of railways here (and there 
is no present prospect of railways being constructed), this line of navigation is 
exceedingly important. 

10.59. You have heard the evidence of Mr. Reade and the Marquis of Clan- 
ricarde in reference to the effect produced by the award upon that district ; do 
you concur in the opinions that have been expressed by them ? — I should say that 
any arrangement by which the traffic on the Shannon is shut up is an exceedingly 
inconvenient arrangement to the public. 

1060. "What effect will the purchase or leasing of that line by the Great 
Southern and Western have? — If the lease was in the possession of the Great 
Southern, as is now proposed, they would have no interest in developing the 
traffic at all, but quite the other way. 

1061. Supposing the Birdhill and Roscrea line be constructed, and that little 
Killaloe branch, which might communicate with the Shannon, to be in the hands 
of the Great Southern Company, what would be their interest in reference to the 
working or non-working of that line ? — My idea is, that their interest is qnite 
opposed to working out this navigation. 

1062. By a Lord.] Will you be good enough to explain how they would have 
the power to stop steamers going up that navigation, for I do not quite follow 
that ; as far as I can see, steamers may still go up, although the railway were 
constructed ? — No doubt. 

1063. And if the steamer were cheaper than the railway, I apprehend it would 
be in the power of passengers still to go by the boats, would it not ?— No doubt. 

1064. Mr. O. Malley.) If steamers were established, and in the hands of an 
independent company working the Shannon navigation, and if that short branch 
to Killaloe were in the hands, and under the control, of the Great Southern and 
Western Company, would it be to their interest in any way to impede the through 
working of that line, and the navigation, and could they do so ? — I think there 
are many ways in which it could be obstructed. 

1065. By 
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. ,o6 5 - “ Lmd: \ Will you explain in what way?— Through booking, which 

if a *i! er Lu 1 i I>0r i a n t Ii0mt; tlle trilde on the Shannon was xery much developed 
by the Midland Company, not only to Athlone, but also on to Dublin. 

I0b6. By Mr. O'Malley.'] Would it not be the interests of an independent 
company working the steamers to work them in conjunction, not alone with the 

breat Southern Company, but also with the Midland, to Athlone ’ Yes it 

would. * 

3 067. And if the line from Streamstown to Banagher were constructed. al«o to 
work it m connexion with that? — No doubt. 

1068. Then, in working it with that link of railways which would meet them 
there, would it not be essential to their interest that 'the Great Southern should 
accommodate them in reference to the times at which the trains should start to 
Killaloe ? — The Great Southern ? 



1069. Yes ; presuming tbai the Great Southern had the Killaloe extension in 
their hands r — Yes. 

1 070. Would it not be essential to the interest of the Steam Packet Company 
working on the Shannon, that the times of the starting of the trains, the through 
booking, and conveniences of that kind, should be adapted to their working In 
■connexion with the other lines of railway ? — I certainly think it most important 
that they should all unite together in booking through ; I take it, that with 
respect to this country, that is to be developed by the Shannon ; it is not at all to 
the interest of the Great Southern to develop it, because it is so much taken off 
their line. 

1071. Supposing the passenger traffic on the Shannon, between Limerick and 
Dublin, to go by Killaloe, and then by the Banagher and Streamstown line to 
Dublin, it would necessarily interfere with the interests of the Great Southern, 
would it not ? — Certainly. 

1072. Would it not be their interest under those circumstances, to divert the 
passenger traffic at Birdiiill, and bring it along by Roscrai, and thence by Kil- 
dare to Dublin? — Yes. 

1073. And presuming that there were differences to arise between the Midland 
Company, and the Great Southern Company, in reference to the intervening 
district, would it not be to the interest of the Great Southern, to divert the traffic 
at Birdhill, and bring it on to their line ? — Yes, certainly ; their general interest is 
that way. 

1074. The result of that would be, then, that the water communication inter- 
vening between those two districts, would fall through between the two companies? 



— So ; I think. 



Mr. John Long. 



27 March 1 36-2. 



Cross-Examined by Mr. Phinn. 



1075. Do you know enough of the traffic to know whether the most important 
is the up traffic from Limerick or the down traffic from the north ? — I think, the 
up traffic from Limerick. 

1076. What in ; goods or passengers ? — In both, I should say. 

1077. I do not know whether you heard the evidence that was given as to the 
traffic between Limerick and Dublin, and that the proposed line was ill adapted 
to passenger traffic ; did you hear that ? — No. 

1078. Do you think that it is good for through traffic from Limerick to 
Dublin ? — The water communication, do you mean ? 

107Q. No, the proposed railway; do you think that it is well adapted for a 
competing line with the water up to Dublin '—Decidedly, it is a much better line 
up to Dublin than the water communication. 

1080. I believe you live at Limerick ? — Yes. 

1081. If you wanted to go to Dublin, should you not goto the Tipperary 
Junction, and so on to Dublin ?— Yes, if I had no quicker train the other way. 

1082. Do you prefer the water way to Dublin to either of the railways?— 



1083. You would decidedly prefer the railway to the water?— Yes, for quick 
traffic ; there is no water communication from Athlone. 

1084. And of the two railways I presume you would prefer the most rapid 



route?— Of course. 

3085. You know this navigation wellr — I do. 
4 * 3 - 1 



10S6. You 
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Mr. G. Hammond. 



1086. You have been employed under the Commissioners of the Shannon 
Navigation ? — Yes. 

1087. Are you aware that they do not oppose this Bill? — I am not aware 
whether they do or do not. 

10 88. Are you aware that they are the proper guardians of the navigation of 
the river ? — I believe they are ; the Board of Works is. 

1089. Is Sir Richard Griffiths at the head of the Board ? — Yes, he is. 

1 090. He is not a man that would be very likely to neglect the interests of 
the River Shannon, is he ? — I should say not. 

1091. I believe you are employed by the Waterford and Limerick Company? 
— I am. 

1092. As an engineer ? — Yes. 

1 093. We have heard a great deal of this line from Ennis to Athenry, is it 
begun?— I believe not. 

109 Do not you know? — I really do not, but I believe it is the fact that 
nothing is done of it. 

10 95. By a Lord.'] Do you know what the population of Limerick is? — I 
think under 50,000. 

1096. Do the people there take much interest in this measure ? — I believe the 
people of Limerick are very much interested in the preservation of this navi- 
gation. 

1097. Do you know what their feeling is with regard to this particular Bill ? — 
I do not know whether 1 could state that. No doubt the people of Limerick 
would like to see this short connexion made. I do not know in what hands they 
would like to see it. 

Mr George Hammond, having been Sworn, is Examined by Sir F. Slade, 
as follows : 

1098. YOU are, as we all know, an Engineer, and I believe, very familiar with 
Ireland ?— -I have been engineer to a great many railways in Ireland. 

1099. Do you know much of the navigation of the River Shannon ?— Yes, 

I have been upon it several times. 

1100. Do you consider it, in an engineering point of view, desirable, to keep 

the navigation open for all purposes ? — I think it is desirable that the navigation 
should be kept open. . 

1101. Do you think it desirable that it should have communication with 
Limerick by the line that is made for the purpose of that communication ? — 
I think it very desirable to have complete communication on the Shannon between 
the two railways which approach it. 

1 1 02. Are you aware of the project now before this Committee, that the Great 
Southern and Western of Ireland should purchase the Killaloe and Castleconnell 

103. In your judgment, would it be desirable to place that line in their hands ? 
— I think it would be undesirable. 

1104. Will you state your reasons?— I think the Great Southern and Western 
Railway, by that means, would acquire too powerful a grasp of the country. I 
think they have already quite a sufficient hold of the country in that district, and 
that there being only two Companies in that district, south of the yellow line on 
the map, which are free from the influence of the award between the two Com- 
panies, 1 think it is desirable that those two should be free to communicate with 
each other, as they are at present, but which they would not be if one was absorbed 
into the great system of the Great Southern and Western. 

1 105. Are vou engineer of the Ennis and Athenry line? I am. 

1 106 When that Act was obiained, did the Midland Company propose to 
subscribe to the extent of 100,000 l ?— Before they came to Parliament, they 
promised to give 100,000 L to that line. 

1107. That was a great inducement, of course? — It was upon the hope ot 
that contribution, that the Bill was brought before Parliament. 

1108. Have they retired from that promise? — They have retired from that 
promise. 

1 100. By a Lord.] In what year was that Bill brought in r— In 1860. 

1110 By Sir F. Slade. 1 And you have lost that 100,000 l . — At present, there 
y J appears 
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appears to be no hope whatever of getting the Midland Company to return to 
that agreement. 1 • 

tin. Then, is your hope of executing that line very faint r- Unless aid arises 
from that source, or from some other source, we shall probably not be able to 
construct the line. J 

1112. Is it the fact, as has been stated by Lord Clanricarde, that unless vou 
have the assistance of one of the great Companies, lines of railway in this district 
are rarely if ever made — I think it is obvious in this instance particularly, that 
from the moment the award was passed which relieved the Midland from all fear 
or competition to Ennis, they withdrew their subscription, therefore the effect of 
that award has certainly been to check the promotion of railways in that 
district. ‘ • 



Cross-examined by Mr. Phinn. 

1113. There is nothing in the award, is there, to prevent the Midland Company 
contributing to the line from Ennis to Atheny?— Nothing, but the inducement 
has gone by the award. 

li 14. The two Companies have given up trying to cut one another to pieces 
since that award ? — The award was for the purpose of putting an end to their 
differences. 

1115. Is there anything to prevent the Waterford and Limerick Companv 
subscribing, if they think right to do so ?— They are totally unable to subscribe. 

1116. You mean they are too poor?— Yes, too poor; their finances would not 
justify them. 

Sir F. Slade stated that this closed the case on behalf of the Marquess of 
Clanricarde, and the inhabitants of Killaloe ; he then proceeded to sum up 
the case for those petitioners. 

The Committee-room is ordered to be cleared. 

After some time the Counsel and parties are again called in. 

The Chairman .] It is the opinion of the Committee, that if they should finally 
decide in favour of the Bill, clauses must be introduced binding the Great 
Southern and Western Company to construct the line from Killaloe to the deep 
water of the Shannon, under pain of certain forfeitures, and that running powers, 
similar to those now granted to the Great Southern over the Waterford and 
Limerick, at Limerick, should be granted by the latter Company over the Lime- 
rick and Castleconnell line, from Killonan to Killaloe, and on to the deep water, 
whenever that portion of the line is made. 

Mr. Phinn states that care shall be taken to prepare Clauses in accordance 
with the decision of the Committee. 

Mr. Calvert states that his clients are anxious to accept the views of the 
Committee ; at the same time, as very serious considerations are involved, he 
requests to be allowed until the following morning, that due attention may 
he given to the subject. 

The Chairman states that the Committee accede to the request. 

The Chairman also states that the Committee have decided against the 
level crossing. 



[Adjourned to To-morrow (Friday), at Eleven o’clock. 



483- 



Mr. G. Hamtnor.d. 



27 March l86c. 
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Veneris, 28 ° die Martii, 1862 . 



The Earl of ROMNEY in the Chair. 



The Counsel and Parties are ordered to be called in. 

Mr. Calvert states, that his clients have very carefully taken into consider- 
ation the suggestion offered by the Committee, and that they are afraid that 
they cannot accept it in that shape, but that at the same time, it will enable 
him very much to shorten the case ; but that there is a point in the case 
on which, in his opinion, the decision of the Committee should be taken. 

Mr. Johnson states, that he has prepared clauses in conformity with the 
views expressed by the Committee, and is ready to abide by them. 



Thomas Meagher, Esq., is called in; and having been Sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Calvert , as follows : 

1117. YOU were formerly Member for Waterford ? — Yes. 

1118. And you were Mayor of that city in 1843 and 1844 ?— Yes. 

1119. Were you Chairman of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company 
at one time ? — Yes. 

1 1 20. Were you chairman in the year 1845 ? — Yes. 

1121. I believe there was an arrangement made, by which the Waterford and 
Limerick Company were to make the part of the line between the junction with 
the Great Southern and Western Line and Limerick ; take a stick and point it 
out — {The Witness does so). 

1 122. State shortly what the nature of that arrangement was ? — That arrange- 
ment, I can recollect now, was made by the Board of Trade. 

1 123. Was it an arrangement to this effect; that in case the Great Southern 
and Western Company should make use of that line, they were to pay a certain 
per-centage upon half the cost ; that per-centage being fixed by the Board of 
Trade, and also half the maintenance thereafter? — Yes, I believe that that was 
the arrangement ; whatever the arrangement was, was embodied in the Act of 
Parliament. 

1124. I believe that you were to finish that portion of your line by a particular 
date ? — Yes ; by the 1st of May 1847, or in time for the Great Southern and 
Western Line coming to that point. 

1125. I believe that that time was afterwards extended to the 1st of May 
1848 ? — I believe so. 

1126. Did that portion of your line open before the portion of the Southern 
and Western Line came down'to meet it? — That was given in evidence yesterday, 
I think ; I believe that that was the fact. 

1127. One was in May, and the other was in July 1848; you opened in 
May, and the other Company in July ?— I believe so. 

1128. Did you incur very considerable responsibilities and payments by 
reason of the necessity of finishing your line within that limited time? — If the 
Committee will allow me, I will refer to the statement of the opening counsel, 
in which the Waterford and Limerick Company were charged with wasteful and 
extravagant expenditure as a reason why the Great Southern and Western 
Company should not be bound to pay interest upon half the expenditure; I wish 
to state that the Waterford and Limerick Company was not open to the charge 
of wasteful and extravagant expenditure. 

1 1 29. Did you incur a very large expenditure, in order to be able to open 
that part of your line by the 1st of May 1847? — Necessarily so; and we were 
obliged to go into the market at a most unfavourable time, and purchase the land 
and materials at any cost, in order that we might be in time. 

1130. The 
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1 130. The different circumstances connected with the hurrying of the line led T. Meagher, E«q. 

you into what amount of expense ; what did it cost?— It cost about 20,000/. a 

mile. 28 March 1862. 

1 131. What was the distance? — Twenty-two miles. 

1132. It cost about 500 , 000 /.— Not quite 500 , 000 /.; soraethino- less than 
that ; 440 , 000 /., but we were to complete a double line of rails, with all the 
requirements for carrying the traffic. 

1133. And that brought upon you an increase of expense; if yon could have 
done it more slowly, you could have done it more cheaply ?— If we had been 
free to use our own discretion, we would not have gone into the market at an 
unfavourable time ; I also wish to state, that at that time the law for acquiring 
land for railway purposes was not so facile as it is at present ; a subsequent Act 
has rendered it more easy. 

1134. Did it entail upon you the necessity of incurring very great liabilities 
afterwards in the way of preference shares ?— From the state of the railway 
market, it was just at the unfortunate time of the railway panic. 

1135. Did you incur increased expenses, by reason of the necessity of giving 
out preference shares, and re-issuing forfeited shares?— We incurred such an 
amount of expense as absorbed all the available capital that could be procured on 
the original shares. 

1136. At the same time did you do it as economically as you could, having 
regard to the circumstances of the day ? — It is difficult to answer that question, 
because we were from the beginning in very difficult circumstances, by reason 
of the opposition of the Great Southern and Western Company. 

1137. By a Lord."] You think that you did your best under adverse circum- 
stances? — I think we did. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Johnson. 



1138. Your first Act was obtained in 1845 ? — Yes. 

1139. Limiting the time in the first instance, I think, to the 1st of May 
1847 '/—Yes. 

1140. Did you not apply for an Act of Parliament to extend the time for a 
year ? — I believe ihat that was the case. 

1141. You were not, in any degree, opposed in making that application by 
the great Southern and Western Company, were you ? — Not in that application. 

1142. That gave you, therefore, three years for the execution of the line ; you 
are not an engineer, of course ?— No. 

1143. But I dare say you can answer this question; was there a work of any 
magnitude for the whole course of that line, for 22 miles ? — There was great 
difficulty in getting the land in the state of the law at that time, and there was 
great difficulty in getting the rails. 

1144. I mean as regards the formation of the line itself; is it not nearly a 
level line? — It is considered by engineers, I believe, to be nearly a level line. 

1145. Did you purchase the rails at that time. ?— We endeavoured to purchase 
them as soon as we could, because there was no time to be lost in getting them. 

1146. Did you purchase the rails for the whole length of the line down to 
Waterford ?— Of course, we had in view the making of the entire line. 

1147. Did you simultaneously purchase the rails for the whole length of line 
down to Waterford ?— We made contracts for a quantity of rails, sufficient, as 



we conceived, to carry on the work. 

1 1 48. For the whole length of line ?— For the whole length of line ; but only 

a single line from the junction to Waterford. 

1149. At what price did you contract for those rails?— I believe it was some- 
thing over 10 /., or 10 guineas ; I have not the data ; I believe that it is a matter 
of fact, that the price of rails doubled in consequence of the demand. 

1 j 50. Then you had, in fact, nearly three years for the purpose of making this 
22 miles’ line ?— We had first two years, and finding that not to be sufficient, 
we applied for an extension, and got it. 

1151. Do you know' whether at that time, the Great Southern and Western 
Company within the same period, while you were making this 22 miles, made 
.80 miles of their railway ?-I will admit at once that the Great Southern and 
Western Company were cleverer people than we were; by reason ot great 
cleverness they did it, I suppose. 

483. 1 3 n 4 2 ‘ Dld 
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Major 

H. W. Massey. 



1 1.52. Did they, whilst you were engaged in the construction of those 22 miles 
of railway, construct SO miles of their railway, coming down to the same junc- 
tion ? — I really cannot tell what they did. 

[The "Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Major Henry William Massey, is called in ; and, having been Sworn, is 
Examined by Mr. Barry, as follows : 

1153. YOU have filled the office of Chairman of the Waterford and Limerick 
Company for several years ? — Yes, for some years. 

1 1 54. You ceased to do so in the year 1858 ? — Yes. 

1 155. You were succeeded, I believe, by the Earl of Donoughmore t — I was. 

1155. When did you become a director '? — I became a director at the close of 

184 S. 

1 157. Did you make it your duty at that time to examine the accounts of the 
company, with a view to ascertain how the expenditure had been incurred up to 
that time: — I did; before becoming a director, as there was a talk of there 
having been extravagant expenditure, I thought it a duty to myself and the 
company to examine the accounts as carefully as I could. 

!i5S. You were aware that a considerable amount of capital had been ex- 
pended on the first 22 miles completed? — Yes. 

1 159. To what did you find that expenditure, in the main, attributable r — To 
the necessity of opening the line quickly. 

1 1 60. Did you find that the necessity of getting the land quickly operated to 
increase that expenditure very largely? — I did, to a most extravagant degree. 

1161. A double line was necessarily constructed as far as the junction, and 
after that place only a single line was constructed? — "kes. 

1 162. And that double line was done in order to accommodate the traffic of 
the Great Southern and Western line, and to carry out the arrangement: — It 
was. 

1163. You are a landed proprietor, and are interested in the prosperity of the 
country traversed by the Waterford and Limerick line ? — I am. 

1 1 64. 1 believe that the Tipperary market is acknowledged to be the largest 
butter market in Ireland ? — So I understand. 

1165. Do you think it of importance to the interests of that portion of the 

country, that the Waterford and Limerick Company' should be maintained as 
an independent system ? — Unless with the most careful guarantees, I consider 
it to be of vital importance to that part of tiie country that it should be inde- 
pendent. . 

lififi. Is it your opinion that the passing of this Bill and the handing over 
the Castleconnell line to the Great Southern and Western Company will have 
the effect of materially depreciating the property of the Waterford and Limerick 
Company ? — 1 have that opinion. 

1 167. ‘And that it would ultimately lead to its surrender to the Great 
Southern and Western Company ? — My opinion is that if this Bill passes, if not 
immediately, certainly at no remote time, the Waterford and Limerick line 
must pass to the Great Southern and Western Company. 

1 168. And you consider that that would be injurious to the public interests 

of that portion of the country ? — I do. _ 

litig. I believe that in the construction of the line from Limerick to the junc- 
tion, nearly the whole of the capital was expended, or at least 500 , 000 ?. out of 
the 750 , 000 /.?— Yes. 

1170. And you were obliged to raise capital on preference shares. ^ es - 

1171. In 1858 , do you remember any overtures being made by the Great 
Southern and W estern Company for the purchase or lease of the Waterford and 
Limerick Railway ? — I do. 

1172. Did those overtures proceed from your company or from the u-reat 
Southern and Western Company ?— I heard Mr. Haughton state yesterday that 
they did not proceed from that company, and I am very sure that Mr. Haughton 
stated nothing but what he believed to be perfectly the fact. Some persons in 
Dublin bought shares in the Waterford and Limerick Company as a speculation, 
I believe, and I think that these shareholders probably made overtures to the 
Great Southern and Western Company, but as far as regards any overture from 
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the B °ard of Directors, or with the knowledge of the Board of Directors of the 
w atertord and Limerick Company, none proceeded until overtures came from 
tne Great- Southern and Western Companj' to us. 

1173 - Then as far as the direction of the Waterford and Limerick Company 
was concerned, the overtures came from the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany, and not from the Waterford and Limerick Company? — Yes. 

11 74 - After 1858 , you are not aware of what proceedings were taken with 
reference to a purchase?— No, except by hearsay. I do not wish to swear to 
anything after 1858 . 

1 J 75 - You were a party to rejecting the overtures of 1858 . for the purchase of 
the lme ? — I was. 1 

1176* VVas the Earl of Donoughmore also a party to that rejection ? — He 
was; I acted in the matter entirely uftder the advice of the Earl of Donou^h- 
more. 0 

te* 1 J 77 - And was that from any disapprobation of the pecuniary terms offered, 
or merely with a view to prevent the monopoly which would necessarily ensue? 

It was not with respect to the pecuniary terms ; it was with a strong feeling 
that there was no possibility of getting terms which would prevent the mono- 
pol y. 

1178. And as a gentleman interested in that part of the country you thought 
the monopoly objectionable r — I did, certainly. 

1 179. You were one of the persons who originally promoted the Castleconnell 
line in 1855 ? — I was. 

1180. It was originated, I believe, with the intention of opening a communi- 
cation with the Shannon, and being a feeder to the Waterford aud Limerick 
Company? — It was. 

1 181. Aud you subscribed accordingly ? — Yes. I was a director of the Castle- 
connell line ; I was one of the original directors of it. 

1182. Had you several interviews and communications with Sir Richard De 
Bourgho at that time with reference to it? — Yes, frequeut communications. 

1183. Was that line initiated on terms of good faith with the Waterford and 
Limerick Company, and to he a feeder and ancillary to it ? — So I clearly under- 
stood it from all the promises made. 



Major 

U. W. Massey. 



28 March 1862. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Burlcc. 

1184. I understood you to state that the negotiation for a transfer of your 
railway did not at all emanate from you entirely in the first instance, but from 
the Great Southern and Western Company ; or that if it did emanate from 
your company it was from a mere section of the shareholders ? — I think it must 
have originated in that way. I had heard that some effort was being made by 
Dublin shareholders of our company to effect such an arrangement ; and shortly 
after that, I met Sir Matthew Barrington in Dublin, and he told me that he 
thought that an arrangement would now be made, satisfactory to both com- 
panies, and he asked me whether I would see Sir Edward Macdonald upon the 
subject, and I drove with Sir Matthew Barrington to Sir Edward Macdonald’s 
office, and he then mentioned the subject. At the same time, I must say that 
any offer which would be made would be subject to the state of our company 
being clearly laid before them. 

1185. Sir Matthew Barrington was the solicitor to the Great Southern and 
Western Company ? — -Yes. 

n 86. Can you fix a date to that interview?— No, I really cannot; I do not 
think it is of much importance which of us originated it, because I will at once 
admit, as far as I was concerned, that if a fair interest was paid, and there were 
proper guarantees for preventing monopoly in the country, and keeping the 
port of Waterford open, I was willing to be a party to the sale, and so was Lord 
Donoughmore. 

1 1 87. The Waterford and Limerick Company were willing to sell if they got 
their own figure ?• — I should think any company naturally would. 

1188. They had not been very successful, and if they could have made them- 
selves more successful, they would have sold themselves r — Yes, but there were 
other gentlemen interested in the country who would not have acceded to the 
terms. 

1189. Look at that resolution of your company, on the 20 th of October 185 S 

4S3. 1 4 (handing 
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(handing a paper to the Witness) ? — I perfectly recollect this resolution. That 
resolution arose from the fact that I went to our Board, and mentioned the inter- 
view which I had had, and I got this authority to treat. 

1190. It is dated the 20th of October 1858 : “Limerick and Waterford Rail- 
way; Extract from Proceedings of Board of Directors ; John Conolly, Esq., in 
the chair. Resolved, that Mr. Massey be authorised by this Board to commu- 
nicate with Sir Edward Macdonald and the members of the Great Southern and 
Western Company’, with a view to an amalgamation or leasing to the Great 
Southern Company, and to report to the Board the result of such interview, with 
a view that a deputation from this Board wait on the Great Southern and Western 
Company for that purpose.” That you recollect as the resolution of your Board ? 
— Yes, perfectly. 

1191. Was not that antecedent to the interview which you refer to with Sir 
Matthew Barrington ? — Certainly not. I most distinctly swear that that arose 
from our interviews with Sir Edward Macdonald and Sir Matthew Barrington, I 
reported to our Board a conversation which 1 had had, and then I got powers- 
to treat. 

3192. That you had had an accidental conversation with the solicitor of the 
Great Southern and Western Company ? — Yes, it was quite accidental. 

1 193. You reported that to your Board, and the Board then came to a distinct 
resolution, that a deputation be appointed to wait upon the Great Southern and. 
Western Company ? — The accidental interview with the solicitor of the com- 
pany was followed by an interview with the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany, and I then mentioned it to our Board. 

1194. You say you promoted the Castleconnell Railway 7 as a feeder to your 
line. I will suppose that you have the means of running your carriages on that 
line ; would you use it as a feeder to your line ?— I must state that I am not 
now a director of the Limerick and Waterford Railway, nor do 1 hold a share in 
it, nor have 1 any interest in it. I do not know what the policy of the directors 
would be, but there is no question that that line would be used by them, as it 
alwavs was their iutention to use it to Ivillaloe. 

1 195. Were you a director when the Birdhill Act was passed for making the 
line in connexion with the Great Southern and Western Company, from Birdhill 
towards Castleconnell ? — No, I was not. 

1196. You know the fact, of course, of that line having been passed in con- 
nexion with the Castleconnell Railway ?— 1 do. 

1197. How is it your view, that the traffic of that line should have access to 
Limerick ; should it stop short at Castleconnell, or go on to Limerick ? — I think, 
it ought to go on to Limerick. 

1 1 98. And y ou probably will admit that it cannot go on so conveniently as 
under one management? — No, I do not acknowledge that, because there is 
already a case in point with a line to the junction, by which the traffic is very 
satisfactorily carried on to Dublin. 

1199. Having been a manager of a railway yourself, do you mean that the 
traffic between Limerick and Dublin, or any intermediate place can be carried 
on as well if there is a change of system at Castleconnell as if there is one uni- 
form system throughout ? — There may be a small advantage, of course. 

1 2CO. Should you not, in managing a railway, think it a very great advan- 
tage to be able to run your carriages and engines under your own control, and 
with one system of working throughout, instead of being dependent on another 
company?— No doubt that is always an advantage. 

1201. Parliament having sanctioned this line to Castleconnell, is not that with 
a view to get to Limerick, and would not the traffic best get to Limerick under 
one management ? — I do not know as to that. 



Re-examined by Mr. Barry. 



1202. With reference to the power which you got from your Board to treat 
with the Great Southern and Western Company about the sale, it was subsequent 
to your having a formal interview with the chairman of the Great Southern and 
"Western Company, arising out of your first meeting with the solicitor ?— It was. 



The Chairman states 
point. 



that it is not necessary to re-examine upon this 
1203. Mr.. 
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11203. Mr. Barry.] You were asked whether it would not be some advantage Major 
to the Limerick traffic to have the line from Birdhill to Kilbnan under one H - lfr - Massey. 

management ; do you think that that advantage would be sufficient to countervail 

the disadvantages arising from having the whole system of the South under the 28 March 
Great Southern and Western Company ?— Certainly not; it would be, I believe, 
fatal to the interests of the country without sufficient guarantees. 

1204. By a Lord.] You said that you were an original director in the Castle- 
connell scheme ? — I did. 

1205. Did the original scheme go into the deep water to promote the navi- 
gation of the Shannon? — There was a branch, but not immediately to the deep 
water. 

1 206. Why did not you carry it to the deep water, if you wished to pro- 
mote the navigation of the Shannon ?— The land was then in the hands of the 
Board of Works, and with a public Board there is a good deal of difficulty in 
making arrangements quickly, and, to the best of my belief, it stood over from 
that cause ; but the intention was always eventually to go to the deep water, 
because otherwise it would by no means have been so profitable. 

1207. But you did not take powers in your original scheme to go there? — 

No, owing to the fact which I state. 

1208. Mr. Barry ( through the Committee ).] — The public body in whom that 
land was vested, was the public body having charge of the Shannon navigation, 
and who naturally would be interested in promoting it? — It was. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Thomas White Jacob, Esq., is called in; and having made his solemn affirmation, 
is Examined by Mr. Calvert as follows : 



1209. I believe you are a Merchant residing at Waterford: — Yes. 

1210. Are you one of the directors of the Waterford and Limerick railway ?— 
I. am. 

1211. Are you a member of the town council? — Yes. 

1212. Do you remember in the mouth of November 1859, notices appearing 
in the newspapers of a proposed amalgamation between the Groat Southern and 
Western, and the Waterford aud Limerick Companies? — I do ; to the best of my 
recollection it was on the 16th of that month that they appeared. 

1213. Were they put in, in pursuance of any authority given by the Waterford 
and Limerick Company ? — I was net then a director of the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway, but as a citizen of Waterford and a shareholder in the line, on seeing 
those advertisements I was much alarmed, and immediately went to our Member 
of Parliament, Michael Hassard, who was a director of the company. He assured 
me that it was entirely without the knowledge of the board of directors, or with- 
out his knowledge. 

1214. Was a public meeting held upon the subject? — A public meeting was 
held in Waterford ; it was first taken up by tiie Corporation of Waterford, and 
also by certain public boards there, and in consequence of their feeling, a public 
meeting of the citizens was held. 

1215. Was any resolution passed at that meeting ?— There were strong resolu- 
tions condemnatory of the sale of the line to the Great Southern and Western 
Company. I do not recollect at any time so strong and so united a feeling being 
created iu Waterford as there was on that occasion. 

1216. Was this the resolution which was passed : “The Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company having, without our sanction or that of our Board of 
Directors, introduced into Parliament a Bill entitled the Waterford and Limerick 
and Great Southern and Western Railway, for enabling that Company to purchase 
or rent our line, and having persisted in proceeding therewith, notwithstanding 
their being called upon by our directors to withdraw the same. Resolved, That 
we entirely dissent from the said Bill, and hereby require the Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company to withdraw the same, and in case ot their not at 
once signing their intention of doing so, we instruct our Board to oppose it 
vigorously on our behalf.”— That was a resolution passed at a meeting of the 

shareholders of the company in Waterford. 

1317. Were you present at that meeting? — Yes; and that resolution was 
passed with the most unanimous feeling. 

483. K 12 
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1218: Were the directors of the Waterford and Limerick Railway present? — 
No ; I was not a director at that time. 

121Q. What was the division ; was there any division upon it?— there was no 
division at that meeting, but there was a subsequent meeting of the company. 

1 2 20. I believe the Great Southern and Western Railway Company did with- 
draw the Bill after it had been read a second time in the House of Lords ? I 
was not. a director at that time, but on becoming a director I obtained a copy of 
the minutes of the Board, and on the 29 th of December 1 859 , this resolution was 
passed bv the Board of Directors. “ Inasmuch as more than one clear fourth m 
value of' the shareholders have expressed their dissent from the leasing, selling, 
or amalo-amalino- the Waterford and Limerick Railway to or with the Great 
Southern and Western Railway, and the further proceeding with their proposed 
Bill by the latter company, can only lead to a useless expenditure of the funds oi 
both companies without any possibility of the Bill being- ultimately passed ; 
Resolved That the secretary do call upon the Great Southern and Western Com- 
panv to withdraw their Bill already lodged, on or before the 5 th day of January 
next and that lie inform them that in the event of their not complying with 
this demand, this company will oppose the Bill in every stage.” Notwithstanding 
that, the Great. Southern and Western Company refused to withdraw the Bill. 
They persevered with it, and it was read a second time in the House of Lords. 1 he 
Waterford and Limerick Company, however, held a half-yearly meeting ot the 
company on the 27th of February, and the matter then came before the entire 
body of proprietors, and by a majority of about 800 it was resolved, that “ The 
Great Southern and Western Railway Company having without our sanction, or 
that of our Board of Directors, introduced into Parliament .a Bill entitled the 
Waterford and Limerick and Great Southern and Western Railway Bill, enabling 
that company to purchase or rent our line, and having persisted in proceeding 
therewith, notwithstanding their being called upon by our directors to withdraw 
the same, Resolved, “ That we entirely dissent from the said Bill, and hereby re- 
quire the Great Southern and Western Railway Company to withdraw the same, 
and in case of their not at once signifying their intention of doing so, we instruct 
our Board to oppose it vigorously on our behalf.’’ In consequence of the pro- 
ceedings at that meeting, the Bill was withdrawn after having been read a second 

time in the House of Lords without our sanction. 

1221. I presume that you have had an opportunity of judging of the policy 

of the Great Southern and Western Company towards your company ’— 1 think 
I have had. , , , . , , x , , 

1222. What has been the nature of it? — I tlimk it has been to depress ana 

injure our company iu every way that they could. „ Tl 

1223. I suppose' their object is to depress you, and then buy you up?- lhe 
object is to buy us up, and thus obtain a gigantic monopoly of the south ot 
Ireland. If our company is bought up there will be no other independent line 
competino- in the south of Ireland, and the entire monopoly will pass into the 
hands of “the Great Southern and Western Company, which we in the south ot 
Ireland and the citizens of Waterford in particular, consider would be most 
injurious to our interests. 

1224. Supposing that the Great Southern and Western traffic which now 

travels between the Tipperary Junction and Limerick is diverted from that 
junction, will it greatly tend to impoverish your line ?— It will tend exceedingly 
to impoverish our line. From the very large expenditure made 111 the hrst 
instance we have been struggling with difficulties. Until two years ago, when 
the present direction came to the Board, no dividend was paid ; we have s ' n £ e 
paid a dividend of one and a half per cent., which is about 7,500 l. a year. 1 t e 
Great Southern and Western Company so depreciate our receipts as that we are 
unable to pay that dividend of one and a half per cent., the natural inference is, that 
the line must pass into their hands, and that there will be no competition what- 
ever in the south of Ireland ; and I conceive that the Castleconnell line, now going 
into their hands, will tend very much to promote that object, by giving a com- 
peting line to Dublin, and taking away the traffic which we were so heavily 
taxed to send that way. . . , 

1225. I presume that there is now a considerable traffic arising between tn 
Tipperary Junction and Limerick? — Yes. 

1226. Coming and going to Dublin? — Yes. 

1027. And if by anv means they can divert that traffic from you, they will 
- greatly 
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greatly impoverish your line?— Yes; and the general opinion of Waterford is 
that it must all pass into their hands. Of course our original shareholders, if 
they receive no dividend, will be anxious to accept anv terms. 

1 228. Might they not, in order to impoverish you, charge very low rates for 
a certain time until they had reduced or broken you up, and then avail them- 
selves of their monopoly in order to injure the traffic of the south of Ireland ? — 
That is our apprehension. If they charge low rates on the line from Kilonan, 
where it joins our line to Nenagh, and charge maximum rates from the Lime- 
rick junction on, the result of course is, that they will have the whole traffic to 
Dublin in their hands. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Burke. 



1229. If I understand your evidence, you object to the legislation which has 
granted a line from Roscrea to Birdhill? — We could not oppose the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company getting a line from Nenagh to Ros- 
crea, but we, iu conjunction with the Castleconnell Company, did all that was 
in our power to obtain the line from Birdhill to Nenagh ; but the sale by which 
that was broken off, which took place on the part of Sir Richard de Burglio, on 
which he has given evidence prevented our carrying out our intentions. 

1230. You are cognizant of this fact, that Parliament have had this subject 
before them of the expediency of granting a line in connexion with the Great 
Southern and Western Railway from Roscrea and Nenagh to Birdhill ? - - 
Yes. 

1231. And you are aware that Parliament passed a preamble stating that that 
would be an expedient thing for the public, and that it is the law of the land 
now ? — We had no locus standi to oppose it. 

1232. But you know the fact? — Yes. We had no locus standi to oppose that 
Bill, or we should have done so strongly as far as related to the line to Nenagh, 
which we conceived ought legitimately to have been made by us. 

1233. There is a Standing Order to the effect that companies may be heard 
against each other on the ground of competition ; you state that you feared that 
line on the ground of competition ? — M e were informed that it was the belief 
that we had no locus standi. 

1234. They are now at Birdhill? — Yes. 

1235. Is the line from Birdhill into Limerick yours? — No; the line from 
Killouan into Limerick is ours ; the Great Southern sind Western there join the 
Waterford and Limerick line, and they run on our rails. 

1236. Is it your desire to prevent the great Southern and Western traffic 
when it comes from Birdhill, getting to Limerick at all ?— No. 

1237. Then what do you desire to do? — We consider that it ought to be 

worked by an independent company, by the Castleconnell Company, which 
would assert a degree of independence. . 

1238. Do you think that that independent company might oppose obstruction 
to the traffic of the Great Southern and Western Company ?— No; it would be 
decidedly their interest to promote the traffic of the Great Southern and Western 



°mq n> Then it is equally the interest of the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany to promote traffic in that direction, is it not ; do not they stand on all- 
fours V — There is no doubt that it is the interest of the Great Southern and 
Western Company to bring their traffic through limerick. . 

1240. And yon say that it is the interest of an indeoendent company to foster 
and encourage that traffic as much as they can?— There is no ooubt that it 

W °i24jb e "Then the question is established at once, is it not r— No ; we consider 

_ ?2« h What P Ts ffie^ature of the protection which that independent company 
would afford you?— I think that under all circumstances it would be more de 



'1244 I want your reason , I understand you to say that an independent com- 
48J. K 3 F 
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pany would be quite as much interested as the Great Southern and Western 
Company in accommodating the traffic of the Great Southern and Western line 
to Limerick? — They would accommodate it fairly, 

1245. They would get as much of it as they could? — No doubt. 

1 246. They would, therefore, encourage a system of rates and through book- 
ing and everything else ? — There is no doubt that they would, but we seek a 
degree of protection between Roscrea and Limerick that they shall not send 
goods by their route at a cheaper rate than they are sent by the junction by the 
present route ; we feel that it would be in their power to destroy 11s by sending 
for a short time the goods at a much lower rate from Limerick to Roscrea. 

1247. By a Loj'dT] Do I understand you correctly, that you think they could 
carry goods cheaper through Roscrea to Limerick tuan by coming round by the 
junction r — No, I do not think that they could ; but I think that it would be 
their interest in order to injure us, to put on lower rates for a considerable time 
as they did in a former instance. 

1248. They, being the richer company could afford to do so? — Yes; at one 
time in order to injure us, they carried a firkin of butter of about 80 lbs. weight, 
from Limerick to Liverpool for Gel . ; I could give many other instances. 

1249. Mr. Burke.] In your judgment, will an independent company keep up 
a system of high rates? — I think that they will keep up fair rates. I think that 
they would not he a party to such a transaction as that. 

1250. You think that they would not be a party to getting as much traffic as 
they could over their own line ? — I think that they would not be a party to 
carrying, for instance, butter at Gil. a firkin. 

1251. To get into Limerick the Great Southern and Western traffic must go 
over your line ? — Yes ; over four miles. 

1252. Have you a six mile toll clause in your Act of Parliament ? — Yes. 

1253. So that you could charge maximum tolls for all the traffic of the Great 
Southern and Western coming over four miles as though it came over six miles ? 
— We are perfectly satisfied to give them fair toll rates. 

1 2,54. Y on seek for protection to keep up high rates to prevent the Great 
Southern and "Western traffic coming in that direction ? — No ; to prevent ruinous 
rates. 

1255. I n order to come into Limerick over that route via Castleconnell, they 
must go over four miles of your line ? — Yes. 

1256. And you can charge them as for six miles?— Yes ; I presume so. 

1257. So that you would have the power of imposing that amount of maxi- 
mum toll upon the traffic in that direction? — I presume so ; but we are desirous 
of submitting that subject to this Committee, that they may direct fair tolls to 
be taken under arbitration. 

1258. What distance would they have to travel over of independent line from 
Castleconnell to your line, or rather from Birdhill to your line ? — Ten miies. 

125Q. You state that you would be willing to admit them at fair rates ; what 
do you mean by “ fair rates ” ? — Our wish would be that if we could not agree, 
then, under the sanction of this Committee, we should refer to arbitration what 
would be fair rates ; we are perfectly willing to do that. 

1260. Something very much below your maximum rates? — Yes. 

1201. And much below the charge which you could make as for six miles? — 
We are willing to submit it, and wish it to be fairly decided by arbitration. 

1262. Supposing they had to go over 10 miles of this other company’s line, 
and that your company were disposed' to admit them, do not you consider that 
you could then charge for six miles over vour line instead of four?— I have said 
that we do not seek to retain that power, but we are willing that a clause should 
be inserted in this Bill to leave it to arbitration. 

1263. Was Mr. Connelly the chairman of the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany at the time of the meetings that you have spoken of? — Yes ; but he resigned 
in the interval before the general meeting was held, which expressed condemna- 
tion of the proposed sale. 

1264. Was Mr. Boswell a director? — In like manner he resigned ; in fact, the 
Dublin directors nearly all resigned. 

1265. Was Mr. Levy a director? — He was. 

1266. Do you remember this statement: “ From the interview I had with the 
directors of the Great Southern and Western Company, 1 have no hesitation, in 

stating 
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stating that you may at once put the necessary notices in the papers, John Con- 
nelly, James Boswell, John Levy”? — Yes; they were three Dublin directors, 
and we considered them more or less in the interest ol“ the Great Southern and 
Western Company, but our Board never directly or indirectly sanctioned that 
proceeding. 

1267. By a Lord.] It was done by private shareholders? — Yes, it was done 
by shareholders who were directors. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



The Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne is Examined by Mr. Calvert, 
as follows : 

1268. I believe that your Lordship is Chairman of the Great Western Rail- 
way Company ? — Yes. 

1 269. Are you also interested in property near Limerick, and to the west of 
Limerick r— In Limerick ami county Kerry. 

1270. Is it your Lordship’s opinion that it is of very great importance that 
the line between Limerick and Waterford should be kept as an independent 
line? — Yes, I think it is. 

1271. I believe that as between Limerick and London, there are two routes; 
one by way of Dublin, Holyhead, and London ; and the other by way of Water- 
ford, Milford Haven and London ? — Yes. 

1272. And I believe that the Milford Haven line goes upon the South Wales 
and the Great Western lines; and the South Wales line is in some way, T be- 
lieve, connected with the Great Western?— It is so ; it is in fact part of the same 
system. 

1273. Supposing that a large proportion of this traffic were withdrawn from 
the Waterford direction, are you of opinion that the injury done to the Water- 
ford and Limerick Company would be very serious? — I think that it would be 
very serious indeed, because it is a traffic which I think may increase between 
the south of Ireland and the south of England ; but at. the same time it is at 
this moment in that state that if it received any great discouragement, I think 
that it might very likely tend to close, or at all events to diminish the advantages 
of that route. I mean in respect of the Hue being sufficient to support steamers 
at the ports of Waterford and Milford especially. 

1274. Would that be a serious blow to the commerce of that part of the 
country?— I think that it would. 

1275. Then may we take it that your Lordship’s view is, that it is of import- 
ance that both routes should be kept open ? — It is so. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Burke. 

1276. Possibly your Lordship is aware that some of the shareholders in the 
Limerick and Waterford Company who iiave not had much dividend, have taken 
a different view at different times?— I am not answering in the interest of the 
shareholders in the Limerick and Waterford Company ; I merely state my opinion 
as a question of public advantage. 

1277. This Bill has nothing to do with purchasing the Limerick and Water- 

ford line, but supposing that the Limerick and Waterford line were purchased, 
and that it belonged to the Great Southern and Western Company, do you think 
that they would refuse to receive traffic brought to Waterford tog.) to Limerick? 
— No, I do not say that they would, but they have suen a manifest interest in 
going by Dublin and Holyhead, that I do not think the Waterford route would 
be so likely to have its fair share as it would were it in the hands of an inde- 
pendent company. . , 

1278. Would they not have a very manifest interest in making tne Waterford 
and Limerick line pay if it got into their hands ? — That is a question of degree. 
I consider that they would get more money out of traffic conveyed via Dublin, 
from south of the Waterford and Limerick line, by taking it to Dublin, than by 
taking it to Waterford, for the manifest reason that they get a larger mileage 
over that route. 

483. k 3 1279* But 
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1279. But the Great Wester u line is the most favourable line lor cultivating 
a traffic with the south of Ireland, is it not ?— 1 consider it- to be so. 

1280. Then, in order to develop a large traffic in the direction of Limerick, 
that would be the favourable line to taker — Yes. 

1281. Can the Great Southern and Western Company develop as large a 
traffic over the other line which your Lordship has mentioned as over the line 
via Waterford and Milford Haven, or wherever your boats go from? — They 
could undoubtedly do so, but my answer was intended to be to the effect that I 
did not think it would be their interest, upon the whole, to do so. 

12S2. Supposing they had the possession of the Waterford and Limerick line, 
which is not the question before this Committee, it would then be their interest 
directly to make that line pay if they could. Supposing that line to be best 
made to pay by cultivating a traffic with the best English line in connexion with 
it, do you think that they would decline to cultivate that traffic in order to make 
it gb iii a more roundabout direction? — I do not think that they would be found 
to cultivate that traffic ; but the question is, which they would favour ; I think 
that they would be more likely to favour the traffic in the northern direction 
than in the eastern direction. 

3283. Your Lordship appe vs in the Great Western interest r — In two inte- 
rests; in the first place, in the Great Western interest; and, secondly, I am inte- 
rested in the South of Ireland ; and though I have not much resided there myself, 
vet I know the feelings of people living in that part of the country, and I have 
been told by people whom I consider competent to judge, that they do attach 
great importance to the Waterford route being kept open. 



Re-examined by Mr. Calvert. 

1284. My learned friend asks whether the Great Southern and Western Com- 

pany, if they get possession of the Waterford and Limerick line, would endeavour 
to make the line pay ; is it not one thing to make a line pay, and another tiling 
to endeavour to develop the traffic to the fullest possible extent ?— There is no 
difference. • , n 

1285. And would it not be the interest of the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany to develop the traffic to the fullest possible extent?— Certainly. 

1286. And would not that be the interest of the district through which the 

line passes ?— Yes, it is a question of degree, the making the traffic as remu- 
nerative as possible ; one is an individual interest, and tbe other would be a 
divided interest. , . . , , c 

1287. And making it as productive as possible is, in truth, the interest ot 

the whole district?— It is. . . 

1288. Of the property in which your Lordship is interested, and ot all tlie 
property in that part of' the world? — I believe it to be so. 

[His Lordship withdraws. 



Abraham Stevens, Esq., is called in and having been Sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Barry as follows : — 

1289. YOU are the deputy chairman of the Waterford and Limerick Railway 

Company ? — Yes. , v 

1 200.“ Have you filled that office for some years past t 1 es- 
12 qi As far as you know, have the company’s arrangements with the Creat 
Southern and Western Company been faithfully earned out ?— Yes, as far as 1 

““isZTwere you present at the meeting at Nenagh in the year I 860 , when 
the extension of the line from Birdhill to Nenagh was discussed ? 1 es. 

1205 Was Sir Richard De Bonigho there r — Yes. 

12I4. Previously to that had this resolution been come to by your Board 

(Wmg duf 8th September 1 860 . “ Castleconnell Line Extension 

thereof to Nenagh, nine miles, 60 , 000 1 . scheme. Mr. MaunseJl handed in sub- 
scription contract for this company s subscription in aid of their 10,000 l. - 
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solved, That the directors of this company be authorised to sign a subscription 
contract for the extension of a line of railway from the # Killaloe extension (of the 
Limerick and Castleconuell Extension Line of Railway), near Birdhill, to the 
town of Nenagh in the county of Tipperary to the extent of 25,000 l., provided 
a guarantee is given by the promoters of the proposed line, that in any Act to be 
obtained for its construction, clauses be introduced empowering the* Waterford 
and Limerick Railway Company to raise capital for the proposed subscription, 
and also insuring that they shall have a majority of directors on the Board of the 
proposed company, so long as they hold shares or stock to the amount of the 
proposed subscription of 25,000 /. Resolved, c ‘ That the three directors who are 
to sign the foregoing mentioned subscription contract be indemnified by this 
company from any loss or liability by reason of their doing so.” Was that trans- 
mitted to the directors of the Castleconuell Liner — It was. 

1296. Was that letter received from the Castleconnel! Company through their 
secretary ( handing a letter to the Witness) ? — Yes. 

1297. “ Limerick, 11 September 1860 . — To Thomas Ainsworth, Esq.” — that 
is their secretary ? — Yes. 

1298. “Dear Sir, — I am in receipt of yonr letter of 10th instant, with extract 
from minutes of the Waterford and Limerick Board, held 8th instant,” that is 
what I have read, “relative to the subscription of 25 , 000 1 . by three of their 
directors to the Nenagh extension of this line, and I am desired by the directors 
of this company to say, that they agree to the terms on which such subscription 
is proposed to be made, and undertake to carry out the same. As it will be 
necessary to have the deed signed ^before 10th October, I shall feel obliged by 
your letting me know the names of the directors who are to sign, as early as 
possible. 1 am, dear sir, truly yours, E. William MauuseU”? — Yes. 

1299. Were three directors appointed to sign the subscription contract? — 
Yes. 



1300. Was it signed by them ? — I saw it signed. 

1301. Were you one of the three that signed it? — I was one of the persons 
who signed it. 

1302. Was it the intention of the Waterford and Limerick Company faith- 
fully to carry out the terms of that agreement as to the subscription of the 
25 , 000 1 ., and all matters contained and referred to in that subscription con- 



tract ? — It was. 

1303. And to go on to Roscrear— At our first meeting at Nenagh we only 
contemplated to go to Nenagh from Birdhill. 

1304. But when the other was promoted you were also ready, according to 

the clause introduced into that Bill, to subscribe 25 , 000 /. to that also ? ^ es. 

1305. And you fully intended to carry out that. ? — Yes. 

1306. And never intended to depart from it in any way, nor did so? — Never. 

1307. Who was the solicitor for the Castleconnell Company in those Bills ? 
Mr. Murdoch Green. 

1308. Is he now the solicitor of the Castleconnell line r — 1 am not aware. 

1309. Are these the two Bills which were promoted upon that occasion (hand- 
ing two Bills to Witness)) — Yes. 

1310. Did you hear anything of the negotiations between the Castleconnell 
Company and the Great Southern and Western Company, after that agreement 
with the Waterford and Limerick Company, until these agreements were lully 
concluded ; did you hear anything of negotiations pending between the Great 
Southern and Western Company and the Castleconnell Company until alter 

those arrangements were fully completed ? — I never did. . , T . , 

1311. Nor to your knowledge any of the directors of your liner Not that 1 

am , ST^Tlsit vour opinion, as a director and deputy chairman of the Waterford 
and Limerick line, that the result of the Castleconnell line passing into the hdnds 
of the Great Southern and Western Company will be so to depute a ultr- 
mately to crush the Waterford and Limerick line, and enable the whole tmn t 
pass into the hands of the Great Southern and Western Company. - 

of opinion that it will be a great injury to the Waterford and ■ . ti J n? 

1313. A material portion of your traffic is from Limerick to 

— Yes ; and on to Dublin. u „ T iLtnl- it 

1314. And you think that what I have said would be the result . 

wou ^- . Cross-examined 
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A. Stevens, Esq. 



28 March 186s. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Burke. 



1 3 1 .*» - Do you not admit the fact, that, if the traffic comes to Bird hill from 
Roscrea, or any place in that direction, it is to get to Limerick ? — I did not hear 
your question. 

1316. Supposing traffic is brought by the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany to Birdhill, in your judgment, ought that traffic to get into Limerick? — 
Yes; I think it ought. 

1317. Do you object to its being carried at a low rate? — I have a fear of a 
competing line with the Waterford and Limerick Company to the junction. 

1318. You mean a fear of low rates being charged ? — Yes, ruinous rates. 

1319. You desire that they should not have the Castleconnell line, lest the 
rates should be reduced ? — Yes. 

1320. With reference to the subscription, your Company agreed to subscribe 
25,000 /. for a line to Nenagh, did they not? — Yes. 

1321. Did they ever agree to subscribe 25,000 l. from Nenagh to Roscrea? — 
At a second meeting with Sir Richard De Bourgho in Nenagh, I, with another 
Director of our Board, attended a meeting by invitation, and it was the feeling of 
the people of Nenagh to extend the line on to Roscrea. The meeting was 
divided, one party was for going to Roscrea, and another to a point on the Great 
Southern and Western Trunk iine. 

1322. Did your Company ever agree to subscribe 25 , 000 /. to a line from 
Nenagh to Roscrea ? — IViy brother director and myself sanctioned it, as far us 
we were able to do so that day, and informed the meeting that we would lay it 
before our Board. 

1323. Did the Board ever come to any resolution on the subject? — I am not 
aware. 

1324. Do you know that the Bill deposited contained no powers for the 
Limerick and Waterford Company to subscribe? — I know that oue of -the Bills 
did not. 

1325. To Nenagh it did ; but from Nenagh to Roscrea was any power given to 
the Limerick and Waterford Company to subscribe to one line? — Not direct to 
our Board. 

1326. Did the Limerick and Waterford Company take any powers in that Bill 
to be contributors to a line from Nenagh to Roscrea? — We were not promoters 
of that Bill ; the Castleconnel Company were, and it was inserted without our 
knowledge. 

1327. You were uot promoters of the Bill to Nenagh, were you, but you took 



powers to subscribe ? — Yes. 

1328. You were not promoters of the other Bill, and you did not take powers 
to subscribe ? — Legally we did not. 

1329. Your Company, I think, never viewed with any great favour a con- 
nexion with the Great Southern and Western Railway in that direction ?— From 
Nenagh to Roscrea? 

1330. Yes. The line now sanctioned from Birdhill to Nenagh and up to 
Roscrea, connecting with the Great Southern and Western line was never a very 
favourite line with your Company, was itr — We saw plainly that there ought to 
be a line of Railway from Birdhill to Nenagh. 

1331. But your Company were never anxious to get a connexion with the 
Great Southern and Western line, which would give a route in that direction in 
connexion with the Great Southern and W estern system towards Limerick ? 

I am not aware of its ever having been discussed by our Board. 

1332. Do you know that they did not support it very strongly? — Not very 
strongly. 

1333. Perhaps you do know that Sir Richard De Bourgho was always 
anxious that there should be a complete through route in connexion with the 
Great Southern and Western line r — I only learnt that at the second meeting at 
Nenagh. 

1334. But it is a fact that Sir Richard De Bourgho was anxious to have a 
through line from Birdhill up to Roscrea? — I am not aware. 

1335. There were two separate Bills, the one from Birdhill to Nenagh, and 

the other from Nenagh to Roscrea?— Our Board were not the promoters of the 
Biil. r n 

1336. But 
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1336* But the Castleconnell Company, with whom you were acting in concert, 
were ? — 1 saw the Bills when they were prepared. 

1337. Are you aware of the fact that your Board, as a Board, came to a 
resolution to sell their railway to the Great Southern and Western Company, 
provided that they got a given price for it ? — I am not aware that they ever did. 

1338. Were you a director on the 5th of November 1859 ? — I was. 

1 339 ~ 4 °* “ John Conolly, Esq., in the chair. 5th November 1859 . Sale of the 
line. Read further communication from Sir Edward Macdonald, dated 3d 
instant, intimating that his directors had no modifications to make in the offer 
now under our consideration. Resolved, That we cannot accept of the offer 
made by the Great Southern and Western Company, but we do accept of their 
offer in time for the passing of the Bill this Session on the following terms : and 
we will recommend to our shareholders the acceptance of the same, namely, 2 
per cent, per annum for the first and second years, and 3 per cent, in perpetuity 
afterwards guaranteed ; the per-centage to commence from July 1st, 1860 .” 
Are you aware of that resolution? — I was no party to it whatever. 

1341. Was that a resolution of your Board that “if you could have got those 
terms you would have sold your railway to the Great Southern and Western 
Company? — The first intimation which I got that negotiations were going on for 
the sale of the line was that I saw the notice for the Bill in the newspapers. 

1342. Are you cognizant of that as a resolution of your Board, whereas in 
other Boards the majority bind the minority? — The Dublin directors had a 
majority on the Board, and they carried that resolution. 

1343. By a Lord.'] When the learned counsel led you to admit that you 
objected to low rates, did you mean thereby to say that you objected to low rates 
generally ? — No. 

1344. What did you mean that you objected tor — I meant ruinous rates; that 
the Great Southern and Western Company might run at rates ruinous to the 
Waterford and Limerick Company. 

1345. That for their own interest they might run so low as themselves to lose 
upon it, because in another way they might gain ; is that what you meant? — 
Yes. 

1346. And although they got an advantage indirectly, other parties not having 
that same indirect advantage those rates would be ruinous to them ? — Yes. 

1347. That it would be ruinous to any other company ? — Yes. 



Re-examined by Mr. Barry. 

1348. You were asked whether there were clauses introduced into both Bills 
empowering the Waterford and Limerick Company to subscribe 25 , 000 ?. ; you 
said that you believed that those clauses were not in one of the Bills; you are 
mistaken ; they were in both Bills. In the Bill for the extension to Nenagh it 
is provided that “the Waterford and Castleconnell Railway Company from time to 
time with the sanction of not less than three-fifths of the votes of the share- 
holders, raise such sum or sums not exceeding in the whole the sum of 25,000 l. 
and 10,000 /. respectively.” 

1349. By a Lord.] Were you a director of the Limerick and Castleconnell 
Company ? — No. 

1350. Mr. Barry.] Similar powers were in the second Bill, from Nenagh to 
Roscrea. You say that you and your brother director sanctioned the advance of 
25,000 /. to each extension? — Subject to the approval of our Board. 

1351. Have you any doubt that your Board would have approved of it if the 
Bills had not been withdrawn ?— Very likely they would; they were withdrawn 
very shortly afterwards. 

1352. So that you had not time to bring the matter before the Board before 
the Bills were withdrawn ? — No. 

1353. That resolution to which my learned friend referred, was a resolution 
passed at a time in which the persons interested in the Great Southern and 
Western line had a majority upon your Board? — They had a majority; the 
Chairman and a portion of the Board belonged to Dublin. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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Mr. Charles Gray. 
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Mr. CHARLES GRAY is called in ; and having been sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Calvert, as follows : 

1354. I believe that you are agent to the Earl of Derby? — Yes. 

1 355- a Lord.'] Where is your residence? — Within a mile of the Limerick 
Junction. 

1356. Mr. Calvert.] And I believe that you are also the agent for the gen- 
tleman who possesses the estates which Mr. Stafford O'Brien used to possess? — 
Mr. Stafford O’Brien himself possesses them; the late Mr. Augustus Stafford 
was the son of the proprietor. 

1357. Are you well acquainted with the district through which the Limerick 
and Waterford Railway passes? — Yes. 

1358. Supposing any event were to throw that railway into the hands of the 
Great Southern and Western Company, would that be an injury to your neigh- 
bourhood ? — I think that it would. 

1359. Are the fares now ' charged by that railway moderate ? — Yes, I think 
that they are reasonable. 

1360. Is the traffic properly accommodated between Waterford and Limerick? 
— Yes. 

1361. I believe that Tipperary is one of the largest markets in Ireland for the 
sale of butter ? — I understand that it is the second butter market in Ireland. 

1362. And there is a great deal of traffic, I presume, between that and Limerick 
on the one hand and Waterford on the other? — Yes. 

1363. Is there a considerable export of butter from that country towards 
Waterford ?— Very large indeed ; I believe that the export of butter annually 
from the town of Tipperary exceeds 500,000 pounds. 

1364. By a Lord.] To the London market? — It is exported generally to 
London, and to the manufacturing districts of England. 

336.5. For Lancashire as well as London ? — Yes, and Bristol. 

1366. Mr. Calvert.] Do you think the cultivation of the traffic of that district 
of great importance ? — Yes, of vital importance. 

1367. Are you acquainted with the provisions of the proposed Bill? — Not 
intimately ; 1 know the general purport of them. 

1368. In your opinion, would, it endanger the independence of the Limerick 
and Waterford line?— I think that it would be one of the steps which have been 
taken from time to time to break up the W aterford and Limerick Railway, and 
I think that it would decidedly tend to- that end. 

1369. By a Lord.] Do you think that it would be prejudical to the interests 
of general commerce in that part of Ireland ? — I have no doubt of it. 

1370. You said that the fares of the Waterford and 'Limerick Company were, 
in your opinion, very moderate, do you mean as contrasted with those of the 
Great Southern and Western? — They are very much the same in my experience; 
my experience is in exporting produce and cattle, and in importing things like 
guano and those things for farmers, and there is not much difference in their 
charges. 

1371. Then your observation as to moderation would apply to the other rail- 
way also? — That moderation would cease- if this line fell into the hands of the 
Great Southern and Western Company. 

1372. But at present that is so? — Yes. 

1373. Are you assuming that the great Southern and Western Company are 
buying up the Waterford and Limerick line in order to have a monopoly? — I am 
assuming that the procuring of this line by the Great Southern and Western 
Company would tend to that result. 

1374. It would always be in the power of Parliament to prevent one company 
purchasing up the other-, would it not?— Yes; but then it might be made to 
appear to Parliament, and with truth, that the Waterford and Limerick Company 
were ruined, and could not carry on their traffic, and that it was necessary that 
that line should fall into the hands of another company ; and, if the shareholders 
approved of -it, probably -Parliament would sanction jt. 

1375. Did I rightly understand you to say that* if the majority of the share- 
holders approved of it, then Parliament would be likely to sanction it? I am 
not so intimately acquainted with the views of Parliament ; that is only my idea, 
that probably they might. 

137b* Aiq 
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1376. Are you aware that, in this instance, it is in evidence that the Castle- 
connell shareholders are very anxious that their line should be bought up by the 
Great Southern and Western Company? — Naturally enough, because they get 
more for their shares. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

George Willoughby Hemans, Esq., is called in ; and having been sworn, is 
Examined by Mr. Barry, as follows: 

1377- YOU have already been introduced to the Committee as an engineer, 
are you the constructing engineer to the Waterford and Limerick Railway : — 
Yes ; I constructed the line. 

1378. Are you very well acquainted with the railway system, and its bearings, 
in that part of the country? — Yes. 

1379. Is it your opinion that the Nenagh and Roscrea route, supposing the 
Castleconnell line to be leased or sold to the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany, can be worked as a competing line, even for fast traffic, with the line from 
Limerick to tlie junction? — There is no reason whatever why that line should not 
be worked quite as fast as the main line of the Great Southern and Western 
Company. 

1380. It has been stated here that it can only be made available for slow goods 
traffic ; that is not your opinion ? — Certainly not; it is absurd to say so. 

1381. Is it your opinion that the sale of the Castleconnell line to tlie Great 
Southern and Western Company will so depreciate the property of the Limerick 
and Waterford Company as ultimately to lead to its surrender to the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company ? — I have no doubt whatever about it. 

1382. It will abstract so material a portion of its traffic ? — Yes. 

1383. Is it your opinion that the Castleconnell line, extended as it now is to 
Birdhill, can be maintained as an independent line, in conjunction with the 
Limerick and Waterford Railway ?— I cannot see why it should not. 

1384. You have only been the engineer to the Waterford and Limerick Rail- 
way since 1850 ? — Yes. 

1385. Therefore you cannot of your own knowledge speak as to the expenditure 
upon the line from Limerick to the junction ? — 1 am aware of there having 
been a very large expenditure, but not through my own means as engineer. 

1386. From your examination of the line, can you state whether that has 
been principally caused by the purchase of the laud ? — The purchase of the land 
was a very large item ; much too large, and the prices being then very high was 
another cause for a very large expenditure at that time. 

1387. And those causes operating upon the necessity of having the line opened 
within a limited time occasioned that excessive expenditure ? — They caused the 
expenditure to have been greater than it otherwise would have been. 

1388. With reference to the opening of the Castleconnell line to the deep 
water at Killaloe, the Waterford and Limerick, the Casileconnell and tlie Midland 
Companies would be interested in opening it r — AH those three companies are 
deeply interested in having it. 

1389. The reverse is the case with the Great Southern and Western Company ? 
—It is quite opposed to the interest of the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany to keep the Shannon navigation open. 

1390. And you have no doubt that if left in the hands of the Waterford 
and Limerick Company, of the Castleconnell as an independent company, or of 
the Midland Great Western Company, the line would be constructed to the deep 
water, and made available for that traffic ? — I have no doubt at all of it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke. 

1391. And you probably have no doubt that the Great Southern and ~S\ estera 

Company would also take it to the deep water?— I understand that they propose 
to do so. „ . , - T * 

1392. And you do not doubt that they have plenty of money to do it.— i do 

not. , . , 

1393. You say that the Limerick and Waterford Company were put to a large 
expenditure iu the construction of their railway on account of the limited period 
within which it was to be made ; was that so r — \ es. 

483. 12 1394- Do 
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G. W. Semans, 1394. Do you know that they had three years to do 22 miles from Limerick 
Es< l - to the junction ? — Two years, I believe. 

' 1395. From July 1845 to 1848 , I am told? — 1845 to 1847 . 

?8 Marcb l862 - 1396. Did you not get another Act to extend the time?— I believe there was 

an extension of time ; but that does not affect my answer; for this reason, that 
if they could have delayed longer, prices were then so very high that they would 
have had much less to pay for rails and other things. 

1397. You had three years, had you not? — Taking the extension into account, 
there were three years ; rails were more than double the price at that time that 
they became afterwards. 

1398. You say that it was by reason of the limitation of the period that the 
prices were so high? — Yes. 

1 399 - You sav that the Birdhill line would be used for passengers? — Yes. 

1400. Is it not a circuitous line? — I think not more than the other route to 
Dublin. 

1401. It is a single line ?— -Yes. 

1402. And you probably are aware that the Great Southern and Western 
Company must run the bulk of their traffic in the direction of the Tipperary 
Junction? — Yes, I am aware of it. 

1403. Do you mean to say that it would be advisable for the Great Southern 
and Western Company, they being obliged to run a great quantity of trains via 
Tipperary, instead of carrying their passengers to Limerick by that road, to have 
special trains to take them the other road ? — Certainly, if their object is to 
compete with the Waterford and Limerick Company, which has been their 
object for many years. 

1404. It would put them to that additional expense, that whereas they have 
a train going from Dublin to Cork which must pass Tipperary, they, instead of 
putting a passenger, which would cost them nothing to carry in that direction, 
would have a special train to carry him round ? — We know that in competition 
cost is very little regarded, and I am certain that that line could and would ba 
used as a competing line. 

1405. Can you tell me one single act which the Great Southern and Western 
Company have ever done to injure the Waterford and Limerick Company ? — I 
think that the proposal of the Bill carried last year which they got possession of 
last year, was an injury to the Waterford and Limerick Company. 

1406. Which line ? — The Cork and Limerick direct line. 

1407. Was that done by the Great Southern and Western Company? — -They 
work it ; they have a lease for it; they abstract all our passengers from this line 
by that line. 

1408. Was not that Bill promoted by an entirely independent Company with- 
out a single power given to the Great Southern and Western Company in it? — 
Yes, but it is now well known that they have the line to work. 

I40Q. But you represented that as an act of aggression on the part of the 
Great Southern and Western Company ? — Yes ; I do consider it. 

1410. Was not that line promoted by an entirely independent company with- 
out any transfer of their powers to the Great Southern and Western Company ? 
— Yes, but it has so fallen into the hands of the Great Southern and Western 
Company as it was evidently intended to fall into their hands. 

1411. How do you mean ; it is not made yet, is it ? — It is in course of con- 
struction and about to open, and it has fallen into their hands. 

1412. The Great Southern and Western Company have no power to purchase 
or lease it, have they ? — No nominal power, but there is not much difficulty in 
that. 

1413. They have no Parliamentary power to purchase or lease it? — No, but 
there is no great difficulty in that. 

1414. Or to subscribe to it ? — No. 

1415. Then your representation is that an independent company coming before 
Parliament, to satisfy them that this is a good line for them to have, is an act of 
aggression? — If that independent company had been totally unconnected with 
the Great Southern and Western Company it would have been a different affair, 
but it was not so ; they appeared' to support it, and have now taken the working 
of it. 

1416. Will you undertake to repeat that the Great Southern and Western 
Company appeared in support of it?— I forget whether they appeared as witnesses, 
hut they certainly were in the room and gave it every encouragement. 

1417. Was. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AND LIMERICK AND CASTLECONNELL RAILWAYS, &C. BILL. 



S5 



28 March 1862. 



1417. Was not it then charged by the Limerick and Waterford Company them- G. W. Hcmans, 
selves that that might be the result, and was it not denied in the Committee that the 

Great Southern and Western Company had anything to do with it, and was not 
the Bill passed upon its intrinsic merits as a local line ? — I am quite aware that 
the Waterford and Limerick case was one of competition through the Great 
Southern and Western Railway. It was stated that that line would fall into the. 
hands of the Great Southern and Western Company, and the result is what was 
anticipated. . 

1418. By a Lord.] What leads you to say so: — Because I am aware that an 

agreement has been made wilk the Great Southern and Western Company to 
work the line. t 

1419. Mr. BurJce.] Can you give me another act of aggression ? — Yes. The 

'Great Southern and Western Railway Company made every attempt to obtain a 
lease of the Waterford and Kilkenny line ; it was vigorously opposed in Parlia- 
ment, and thrown out upon the same grounds as we oppose their getting this 
Castleconnell line, on the ground of its being a monopoly of the whole of the 
South of Ireland. . , . . _ 

1420. Was not that a small Company trying to lease their line to the Great 
Southern and Western Company ’—The Kilkenny and Waterford Board were 
divided upon the subject, but the majority I believe agreed to lease their line to 
•the Great Southern and Western Company. The Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany succeeded in persuading Parliament that it was not proper to give the 
control of the country to the Great Southern and Western Company. 

1421. Will you undertake to say that the Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany were in the least degree parties to that Bill?— As regards the terms, I 
forget how the Bill was drawn up; but I am quite certain that they made every 

attempt to get possession cf the line. 

1422. By a Lord.] Supposing that the 10 miles from Castleconnell to kulonan 
remains in the hands of the existing Company, what is there to prevent, as soon 
as the line from Roscrea to Birdhill is made, the Great Southern and \V estern 
Company sending either passengers or goods over that line to Limerick, they 
workino- it through their own carriages to Birdhill, and forwarding the traffic 
through the facility clauses?— Supposing the line remains an independent line, it 
woukf not be available to be used for competition purposes, but the business 
coming to it at Birdhill would be carried on. 

1429. Would it not be as easy to carry on competition at Birdhill as at iip- 
perary?— No, 1 think not; I think that the interposition of 13 or 14 miles would 
prevent running trains at that, speed, and control the traffic more than it they 
had the line in their own power. . . , „ . . 

1424. What is the distance from Tipperary to Limerick r — lweniy-two 

m \% 5 . What is the distance from Killonan to Birdhill? — Thirteen or 131 

mi i426. Would it not give an advantage in that way? — There are four miles 
more from there to Limerick, making it about 17 altogether. 

1427. Would it not be equally in the power of the Company from Tipperary 

to Limerick to obstruct the line as it would be from Limerick to Birdhill . 1 am 

not sure that I understand your question. . , , . 

1428. You sav that there has been a great depreciation in the value of the 
Limerick and Waterford line in consequence of the inducement which would be 



given to the other Company to run their trains from Dublin down to Roscrea and 
Birdhill. At the present moment from Tipperary to Limerick is m the power of 
the Limerick and Waterford Company, which is a distance of 20 miles. Jes. 
1429. From Birdhill to Killonan you say is 13 miles, but we have heard that 

16 T430 "what is^there to prevent an obstruction being placed on the 10 miles 
mo^ban “re is on the miles ’-Are you alluding now to the power whteh 
the Great Southern and Western Company .aye to run ore. the om . 

M3 l. 1 allude to the competition which yon say m.ght take p ace lor 
Limerick, that the Great Southern and Western Company might depreciate the 
Limerick and Waterford Railway, by running- the trams at lower rates from 
Limerick to Dublin, by Roscrea, instead of through Tipperary, the terminus t 



both cases bein^. 
if this piece of line is given up 
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G. /r, Homans, instead of having that portion interposed, they are virtually in Limerick, and my 
belief is that they do not mean at all to stop at Killonan, but that it is only 

u~o - another step to get straight into Limerick, and to command the whole distance 

28 March 1862. f rom Dublin to Limerick. In this case they have certainly power to run over 
this line on. terms which will be fair to the Waterford and Limerick Company, 
but which they have never chosen to use, because they were not able to pay for 
it, because they would have to pay for half the outlay. I consider that the occu- 
pation of this line by the Great Southern and Western Company, is virtually 
placing them in Limerick, and giving them a complete claim from Limerick to 
Dublin. 

[The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Calvert is heard to address the Committee in support of the Petition 
of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company against the Bill. 

Mr. Burke is heard in reply. 

The Committee-room is cleared. 

On counsel, agents, and parties being called in,: — 

The Chairman -states “ The Committee have decided that the Preamble of 
the Bill is not proved, and they desire to record their unanimous and strong 
disapprobation of the course pursued in the negotiations for the sale of the 
Limerick and Castleconnell Railway.” 
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